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Abstract: The emotion theory of concepts maintains that concepts may 

be in part constituted by sentiments and emotions. Very few works in 

the contemporary concepts literature discuss this possibility that con­
cepts may be sentiments and emotions, and those that do discuss this 

possibility ultimately fail to establish the viability of this view. How­

ever, by in part relying on experimental evidence from psychology and 

neuroscience, I contend that some concrete and abstract concepts are 

in part constituted by sentiments and emotions. 

1. Introduction

While there are numerous theories of concepts in the cognitive science 

and philosophical psychology literature on what concepts may be con­

stituted by or, in other words, on what concepts are, less attention 

within this field has been paid to the view that some concepts may in 

part be constituted by sentiments and emotions.1 However, I believe 
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Given the aims of this paper, I do not have the space to argue for what emotions are. It 

is controversial what emotions are, but I understand emotions generally to be psychol­
ogically made up of appraisal judgments, perceptions of bodily changes, qualia, action 
tendencies, and dynamical processes. It is typical for theorists to maintain that emotions 
are constituted by several different psychological states (Prinz, 2004; de Sousa, 2013). 
Given the complex conjunction of what emotions are, the emotion theory is clearly 
different from all other theories of concepts that claim that concepts only are constituted 
by certain cognitive belief-like states. In so far as emotions are in part appraisal judg­
ments - a particular string of concepts that are judgments related to one's well-being 
- emotions are mental representations that refer, and they can partake in concept
combination.
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