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tlbjectiuitg is nf c*urse unnbjectirnabls end nsturalism is, Bs 14r? sffg, a

natursl. 5n brnnrJlg sp*aking I am in sgmpnthg with the sims rf the Dricean

pr*ject. l1g prchlem i* thai I want ts be s r*nlist tss. Fur i believe that

uelues ar* nat up to us ts cnnstruct.

This is *st ts sag tf:nt lmighl- nst L:srrrf *: trcep?- the s*rt'tf fram*w*rlq

*r m*taphsr embedded in a 'c*nslructirn strrg' lilre the 6rirearr -rt*rg, sag in

i-h* weg thnt une might accept n r*ntrart*rian s'r*rg and get d*rrg that

nngtlring was csntrarled bg anga**. At thi* stage thnugli i sm stilt t-sc mur:h

in th* derk to heve angthing l ike e rsnsid*rsd view ahsut this, Srice's faru*

Lectures h*!ng stiii unpublishe''1. firanting that I could a*c*p'r suclr E

frsme"h'*rk i w*ild, *ther tlrings being equal, want tn interpret it iess

Iit*rallg and draw different crnclus!ons frsm it. For *tsrters I w*ulC nat

intergret the Sri**an rtutinE ffs sn* rt- *anstrurti*n--'t^he rnelqinff *p frcn'i
sovhL- furf of 'J

*cratcfi' ts it were--*f uoluss, but rath*r a*;f=iructurai decrmpn*iticn, a
'tai ' : ing apart tp see htw the pi*c*s f i t  tng*ther'.  This tstter stsnce sl lnws

fsr the pa*sibi l i tg that sffff ie *i th* pieres might be unronstru*t*d vslues

and leeves realism absut uslues *perr.

[n* nf mg heraes of moral phil*snphg i* the l*ts Peter Glassen. fNis Feper
'Are There Unresslvahle llsral trisFutes?' !n th* ineugurnl issue nf Sial*gue

tsu#Es'f i lss,, l  sm t* ld; the highp*int rr f  nne rf  the f i rst meetings ni the fPA.

Glassen, f ight ing emstiuism,ths en*rrrg *f  nbj*ct iui tg cf his dag, l ikewise

Karl Pfeifer, 1990. Constructed Values or Constricted Values? (Comments on J. Baker, H. P. Grice's  
Construction of Value.) 34th Annual Congress of the Canadian Philosophical Association, May, Victoria, British Columbia. 



I

m€de ei-t i tudes the **r* *f his arr:*unt *f v*lus jurlg*ments.Ti ' '*s* ett i t-ude*,

r*rrslrued ** disgrasititrns tt eppr*ve sr disst'Frfive, end *r:nstrained Lri; *

psg*fi* i*gicai *et that in*ludefr b*th sffectiu* a*d cng*i l iv* cr-img*ri**l-*.

w*rs what csnferr*d t-h* mrrtl {rr sesth*tic rr whaterleri F,aint- ti view r:rr

the judgem*nt-rnak*r rnd ahje*tivitg nn the valn* jr.rr13g*nr*nt. tdhet G!nss*n

scw, but diA nst emnhesize *nough rnd perhnps 
'Jid nnt f *r*:-:*e the

*hese s'Fh
impl' icatini lF 0f, is that(drrpn=it- inn* Ere a lwrr-wag sr.reet. Anfi=n*s!l ia*=

uf en fffiefrf- vi*-a-vi:,* fr:ttili e:^ trl th* wi:rld yt'L'rii!d invr:lt'g f *ffel*t lv*

*itprr*iti*n* tf l lt* w*rld uis-*-vis tl 'r* rgent. Tlre wrri' ld i*nst he sr.,rrh i.l.tat

i t  displ**s *geni-s t* *ertnin: isrts * i  j rrrSg**r* i l ls u*der **r ieirr  c*rrdi t i : :ns.

it is s'lm*t-hing ahi:itl i! ' ie w*riri ihnt *ng*i"rd*rs a ralur: judge*rent::f fi

l*rtnin *rrl- in a judgel**til-m*ksr nl r certsin **ri. i l lrssxn's ncrrunt ci-ruid

fit w*li tryhat *tker terms Hu*r*an Fri: ' i**t-i*ri irnder *p**ified **nrliti i:ris.

E*t r :nt ic* thai this ett i iudir:ai-d' i=p**i i i*n*l  rnr lgsi:  is cr l i l rr t-erfa*t-*ai.

trh* ssrld c*uld hs *ucn t-hat eng agei':t rrf a c*rtain **rt wsirlC C* si:*h-an*-

*uf,h, ev+rr ! f  *c agent actual lg f i l l*d ih* bi ! l ;  rrr  *v*n i f  nr ag*nls *xisi*rJ

{cr tt ':at ri 'r*ttsr. I ' ls *ne w*uid t-lten firrd ength'i*g valuable crf r:*r.ir=*, lrl l i-

that's fiat lhe sffrrr* es r*girrg ihei tl ':sr-*'s rr*ihi*g to fi i"rC. liumsris *nlg

ccnst-ruct vslil*i-inns, irrt .+e lu* ii.sr=if_

Gins*srr 's vierv thus s*gt iss intrr that nf F*ter l" l i l j*r ,  pntentiai lg;:nct-h*r

herrr nf rnine. In his rec*nt ar l i ' . : !* '*escart-** 'L*r iac"1 ari :1 Dr:*p Eri-r l r : i ig '

{ i l ieingue I gsgi f{ i t lsr.  **mpuigning- agnin*t th* !rrg*r en*rnu rf
6& dA(e$l'i.

nnthr*p*i*ntr!cism. e;<pi i* i t lg draw{ihe r*nclu*!nrr thnf- value is intr i r ' ! r ; i i :

tr: vari*us nfirif,sfigi-:icrr.rs ngiurs] sntjtigs errd th*r*l*r* dr*s rrcl *l*riC ir:

n**d *f h*rirsn i*r *tl ':*r]t *crrr*irusrlrss.
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lf I understsnd Ssker's pr:rtrogal cf firice rrigfrt it seems that l.re wants

nbjectivitg based orr prnjectisn relatians invslving att i tudes {es we get irr

Glassen's acr-:sunt] but eschews the nsnrnthropr*entric implicrtions, to the

Foint nf plumping frr an antirsalism in whi*h even truth c*ndit ians gn bg

the b'lard.

I must csnfsss I dan't see hsyr' this is pcssible 0n EnU starg sf hn'sy, in

tsaker's rrrnrds, attitudes legit'imatelg praject ant* the warld und*r specified

**ndit ions--at least 1f this resembl*s th* att i tudinal-disprrsit innsl F*sit icrn

i have sk*tched. Pltrenver I d*n't s*e whg the crrnstructicnni asFect sf the

tiricenn storg is nnt crmprumised fram ths sutset. The whnle idea nf humsns

as uslus-*s*structcrs i* msde ta deFend *n the nrtiun of 'finelitg featur*s'

ar functir:ns. But such functians cannrt be nttributed withsut snruggling in

vnlue. Tn attributs such fr functirn is t-il attribur* n proper r*i*, snd

proprietg is a vslus nntisn.

The prablem with the firicean construction et*rg as I see it is that on

ideslized rrntursl histarg cf the pragmctirs and spistem*lngg rf v*iue is

being passed sff as metnphgsics. tsut En frf,rflunt *f hsff and whg we came tc

seek and canceptualiee value is nrt Eil Bf,f,fiunt sf unlue itself. Here I think

tliller hits r.he nail right sn th* h*ad when h* sags

It wruld be surprising, ind*ed, 'if values bsre nr: rslstitn tc tlre

admittedig subject*dependent experie*ces and activit ies rf valuing

snd evnluatisrr, just ns it  wtuld be surprising if  phg*ical *bjerts

btrs nn rslntian ts aur subject-dependent perceiving and sciefitific

thearieing. Perc*ptual snil value exp*r!*nrs*, while rr*t ebsrlule

snd in*srrigibie in i.heir deliv*rsnces, firs suppssed tc' hsve ssffie
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ssrt $f sFisternis Frimscu in sur ffccsss to objects and values in

the wnrl$. lde shsuld not, however, confuse epistemi* primacg with

rntnl*glcul primacg and s$sume that phgsical objects cuuld nst

sxist without a perceiver nor values withsut a valuer. In bsth

c8ss$, we drew inference* from what is seen or valusd tn what is

ungs*n $r unvalued dus to remstgness, interfsrsnce, sther

prssecuFetions, the limitations af aur faculties, the trsnscendencs

rnd difference ef the reol world from the wsrld of appearances, fnd

the l ike.  {199}

Sutperfitps Iem failing ts read between Eakers lines and inadv*rtenilg

strawm*nning Erice. [r Ferhags Srice has arguments that deflect mU

' rsas$ning and dlagnaii*. lf that's s0. t Em sf,gsr tn be s*t straight.
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