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Jurgen Habermas cells us chat Nietzsche abandons che pursuit of 
emancipation.' On its face, chis is deeply ironic. If there is any single theme 
that runs throughout Nietzsche's writings, it is emancipation. But from 
what, and for Nietzsche, the question is always" for what?"2 The notion of 
human emancipation has long been associated with the pursuit of truth. 
Nietzsche does not abandon the pursuit of truth. But after the death of God 
and the terrible truth about truth itself, namely chat it has been a fiction 
without which we could not Jive, chis pursuit mu�c be radically transformed. 
If Nietzsche's writing seems to suggest something utterly inconsistent with 
any former standards of intelligibility for the ideas of emancipation and 
truth and yet they are still at the heart of Nietzsche's pursuit, and provide 

a basis for his conception of ethics, how are we ro understand these ideas? 
In his writings, Nietzsche revealed the basic reflexive nature of reason and 
language. When we use language and reason co scrutinize language and 
reason far enough, we ate thrown back on and make explicit the otherwise 
implicit conditions that make such ordering and intelligibility possible. 
Habermas, like Kant and Frege before him, has mistaken this unavoidable 
reflexivity of language and reason, which shows itself as transcendental 
necessity, as a basis for grounding claims to truth. 1 will argue that in light 
of Nietzsche's understanding of truth, knowledge, and reason, Habermas's 
attempt to ground morality in discourse ethics cannot succeed and, further, 
chat morality grounded in rational necessity is inconsistent with the 
individuality chat it is supposed to uphold. Nietzsche's ethical ideal provides 
a model for concrete individuality that offers the most powerful contribution 
to social solidarity. 

The Question of Emancipation 
Habermas thinks chat the central problem of modernity, how to achieve 
individual autonomy and social solidarity, cannot be approached from the 
implications of Nietzsche's writing. Habermas thinks chat these issues are 
abandoned, not if we take the linguistic turn, which he thinks is necessary, 
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