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OPINION

THE EVOLUTION-CREATION WARS: WHY TEACHING 

MORE SCIENCE JUST IS NOT ENOUGH
MASSIMO PIGLIUCCI State University of New York – Stony Brook

 
 
ABSTRACT.

LA DISCORDE ÉVOLUTION-CRÉATIONNISME :  

POURQUOI UN ENSEIGNEMENT ACCRU DES SCIENCES NE SUFFIT PAS

RÉSUMÉ

The “controversy” that does not go away
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Teaching science: Facts or methods?
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Not just creationism, not just education
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FIGURE 1. Results of a survey conducted by the author on the belief in a host 
of paranormal phenomena by honors students at the University of Tennessee.  
The diagram on the left shows that – surprisingly – science majors actually 
show more belief in the paranormal than non-science (mostly philosophy) 
majors. The diagram on the right demonstrates that in this sample there 
was no relationship between belief in the paranormal and gender. Brackets 
indicate standard errors.
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TABLE 1. Analyses of variance of the relationship between major, gender, and major-
by-gender interaction on the one hand, and overall students’ scores in science facts, 
science concepts, and pseudoscience belief. R2 indicates the amount of variance 
explained by the model; numbers in parentheses in the top row indicate degrees of 
freedom; inside the table are the p-value corresponding to each test; boldface indicates 
statistically significant effects.

How the brain actually works, and why it matters to education
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What to do
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