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Quan-Hoang Vuong's "Wild Wise Weird: The Kingfisher Story Collection" is a captivating blend 

of ancient storytelling traditions and contemporary sensibility. Building upon the rich history 

of fables—tales often employing symbolism, animal characters, and moral lessons—Vuong 

crafts a collection that feels both timeless and refreshingly new. Reviewers praise the book's 

unique ability to seamlessly transport readers to a vibrant, fantastical world inhabited by birds 

and animals, yet simultaneously grounding the narratives in relatable, human experiences. 

Vuong's writing style is lauded for its playful yet wise tone, a testament to the enduring appeal 

of fables while demonstrating a distinctly modern and culturally specific voice. The stories 

subtly explore complex themes within easily accessible frameworks; it’s both a treat for 

children and insightful for adult readers appreciative of skillful storytelling. While some might 

point to the fable's relatively brief narrative length, it contributes to the satisfying swiftness of 

each tale making it perfect for repeated reads and varied audiences. This collection isn't 

simply a rehash of old forms; it's a skillful reinvention of a classic genre, a must-read for 

anyone who appreciates clever narratives, rich world-building, and enduring wisdom delivered 

with a modern twist. 

 

 

Screenshot. Review of “Wild Wise Weird” by Raymond [1]. Reviewed in the United States on 

December 27, 2024. 

 

(*) Note: This paper reprints of Raymond’s review [1] appearing on the Amazon page of the 

title [2]. The reprint’s title is created based on the review’s content. 
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