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When E. 0. Wilson, a distinguished zoologist, published his Sociobiology: 

The New Synthesis (1975), it received some highly favorable and 

mixed reviews, as well as a number of impassioned attacks. Wilson's 
arguments impressed even friendly reviewers as audacious. Some critics 

saw nothing new or meritorious in his undertaking but likened it to 
theories that in the past 'provided an important basis for the enactment 
of sterilization laws and restrictive immigration laws ... and also for the 
eugenics policies which led to the establishment of gas chambers in 

Nazi Germany' (Allen et al. 1976: 183). The ensuing rancorous debates 
reflected the larger conllicts between 'left' and 'right' during the Cold 

War era. The details of these debates have been well chronicled (Caplan 

1978), and there is no need to repeat them. 
We wish to emphasize that, despite charges that sociobiology reflected 

a politically misapplied biological determinism, even Wilson's most severe 
critics have not claimed that sociobiology itself was a product of politics. 

In the description of sociobiology, as developed largely by Wilson, we see 
striking parallels to the scientific views of an earlier group of German 

scientists who, in invoking similar concepts, sometimes did have a polit­
ical agenda. The parallels are a remarkable case of convergent evolution. 
i.e., the development of similar phenomena independently of one another.
This convergence is by no means unique in science, especially in biology,
but is particularly dramatic here. Furthermore, like Wilson, Uexkiill,
the founder of 'staatsbiologie', was anything but a supporter of the Nazi

state. We must, however, generally pass over political and moral issues
raised by the development of staatsbiologie - or 'Kulturbiologie·, as it
was later called - in Nazi Germany as beyond the scope of this article.

Sociobiology: The New Synthesis is, in Wilson's words, 

an attempt to codify Sociobiology into a branch of evolutionary biology and 

particularly modern population biology .... When the same parameters and 
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