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	What does understanding mean?

In simple terms, understanding means the ability to understand. Present-day man has more understanding than his primitive counterpart, the reason being that primitive man had less intellect than present-day man. Present-day man understands that understanding is because of intellect an individual has. Intellect, however, is not man-made. If man could make intellect happen to him, nothing would prevent him from having as much intellect as he wanted. But this is not possible and man understands that. It is not possible because intellect is an inherent characteristic and, therefore, is not under the control of man’s wish to have more. Intellect and understanding without words and meanings are an inherent characteristic of the animal kingdom too. For example, an animal in the wilderness knows where water is. Likewise, intellect and understanding with words and meaning are an inherent characteristic of man. As intellect and understanding are inherent, it means that understanding happens to man with regard to what he is meant to understand. Intellect gave rise to understanding in a precise manner, which in turn gave rise to knowledge in a precise manner. This means that man has come to know what he is meant to know, just as a flower blossoms if it is meant to blossom.
Whatever man has come to understand, for example, about the functions of a cell, is based on cause, effect and time. It is incomplete and not complete understanding, because man understands the functions of a part of a cell and not of the entire cell. This is the understanding that has happened to present-day man. If man were to understand the functions of the entire cell, he would understand that the entire cell functions without cause, effect and time, because it would be impossible to find the first cause, effect or time.
Similarly, man has come to understand the functions of the other and of himself in parts, and not the complete other as the other is or as he is. He knows parts of the other man’s function based on cause, effect and time. It is an incomplete understanding and not a complete understanding of man. If man were to understand the other completely as the other is, he would understand that life happens to the other and to himself without cause, effect or time, because it would be impossible to find the first cause, effect or time that has happened to the other or to himself.
Likewise, man has come to understand life in parts based on cause, effect and time. It is an incomplete understanding and not a complete understanding of life as it is. If man were to understand life as it is, he would understand that life happens without cause, effect and time, because it would be impossible to find the first cause, effect or time.
So what does understanding mean? When understanding of life happens to man based on cause, effect and time, it is incomplete. They are the knowledgeable. And when understanding happens to man that life is not based on cause effect and time, it is complete. They are the wise or Sages.
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Editor’s Note:
Man worships at the altar of knowledge. The ancient Greek aphorism ‘know thyself’, whose importance is affirmed by the philosopher Plato, the unquestioned belief among millions of followers ’I know that my redeemer liveth’, drawn from the authority of the Bible, amongst many other attributions to ‘knowledge’, have placed knowledge or knowing at the highest level of human attainment desirable. Thus, few would doubt the significance of knowledge. It is a given in human achievement, based on effort, application and opportunity. However, the significance of understanding itself is shown here clearly not to be the product of human endeavour. From the reality of understanding springs both the human accomplishment of knowledge and knowing, which is partial, and the rise of wisdom, which is neither partial nor the product of human endeavour. The miracle of life’s gifts is ever flowing.
Julian. U.K
Translator’s Note:
Man since life gave him the ability to think and to ask questions about what life is all about, never has been able to come to a complete understanding. Only parts are understood as knowledge so far and a theory of everything is still not in sight, and never will be found because it simply is impossible. Not even the greatest philosopher nor the most brilliant scientist is able to understand life or the world as a whole. It requires a Sage to make it clear to man, that life or the world is not a sum of parts but the parts are intelligently reflected by life, a singular flow reflecting diversity in man's mind. In the article “What does understanding mean?” Dr. Shankar reveals in glaringly simple words, why philosophy and science are dealing with illusions and not with the real.
Marcus Stegmaier. Germany
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