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“One Heart Two Aspects”: A Thought
Journey of a Theological Reception of
Buddhism

Simon Sze Wang Wat(Chinese Online School
of Theology)

Abstract: This article attempts to explore the
possibility of the development of Christian theory of “one
heart two aspects”. Based on Mou Zongsan’s notion of
the “universally common model”, the article reveals
the two-aspect structure of Christian understanding
of revelation, thus integrating Mahayana Buddhism to
point out that the Holy Spirit is the Tathagatagarbha,
coming as such to open up Christian tathagatagarbha’s
heart, namely amala-vijiana. Under the reconciliation
of the cross of Christ, bhiitatathata and samsara are
reconciled in such a way that the Holy Spirit lives in
Christian tathagatagarbha’s consciousness overseeing
the two aspects of alaya-vijiiana. As a result, Christian
samsara and bhiitatathata can intercommunicate with
each other without being defiled, and at the same time
Christian can also reveal to the world the eternal value
of samsara through which we can establish a dialogue
between Christianity and culture. This has also opened
up a way to explore Mahayana Christian theology of
culture.

Key Words: one heart two aspects,
bhiitatathata, samsara, alaya-vijiana, amala-vijiiana,
tathagatagarbha, Christ, Holy Spirit
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