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control of the breath. But they cannot escape from the
company of the five passions: they are increasingly
bound o egotism.
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He may remain devoted fo worsip and adoration
bowing fis forehead to the Moon, praticing e six
religious iuals. Ho indulgesincgosm and pride, and
Tl e ctanglements, bt he docs no mect the 1ond

by these doiens.”
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“Hope and desire areentanglements, O brother,
Religious ritvals and ceremonies are traps. Because of
good and bad deeds, one is bomn into the world
Forgetting the Naam, the Name of the Lord, be is

ruined.”

Conclusion
bani. does not allow the practice of riuals and
liberates us from meaningless rituals and supersition
performed in the name of religion. They are purposeless
and misguide us. Tn fact, these are invented by preedy
priesis for their own benefit. Gurbani instructs to trust
in God, remember Him and lead an honest lif.

Savan Singh Princial (Reted)
10361 Brce Lane, Sant A, Calsforni, U
‘Suvamingi$s @il com

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 2014
SPECIAL
From ‘Hindu Invasion’ to “Multiculturisn’
‘The Story of Human Evolution
(The Voyage of Komagata Maru - A tale of trail,
‘ribulations and sacrifice)

The visions of men, widened by travel and contacts
with citizens of a free country, will infuse a spirit of
independence and foster yearnings for frecdom in the
minds of the emasculared subjects of alicn rule”

Baba Gurdit Singh

The adventurous Tndianspirit, took Tndians 10
unknown lands. where they had to face untold miscries
‘and hardships. Despite that, the soaring spirit o these
pioncer immigrants was never subducd. They toiled
hard, made these new lands their home and contributed
to their growth and development in mulifarious ways.
“This i also the story of human evolution. In this chain
of events, the story of Komagata Maru has a special
historical significance. I resonates beyond 1914,
linking to freedom movements in India and the right to
vole for South Asians in Canada. It has helped the
North Americans to move on from the insecurities of
“llindu  Iovasion” ©  the  blooming  of
“Muliculturalism’

Background
Unil the dawn of 20th century, the number of
immigrants in Canada, other than those of Britsh,
French or Aboriginal origin, was small. Thercafier
large waves of immigrants arrived, setling primarily
i the West. Most Canadians saw this non-British and
nonFrenchimmigration primarily as a way of
speeding Canada's. cconomic. development, Others,
however, were worricd about its social and ceonomic
impact. So they opposed an open-door Immigration
Policy. At that time, the belief in white superiority was
provalent throughout the Westem  world.  Many
Canadians believed that Anglo-Saxon peoples, and
British principles of goverment, were the apex of
biological evolution and that Canada's greatness
depended on ts Anglo-Saxon heritage.

Blacks and Asian immigrants - Chinese, Japanese and
South Asians - were considered inferior and unable (0
be assimilued ino Canadian society. These
immigrants encountered significant prejudice. Many
Canadians primarily treated them as & source of cheap
labour but feared them, seeing them as backward,
ignorant, immoral, criminal and an cconomic threa,
Following the sbolition of slavery in 1833, black
Canadians encountered fewer legal barrers, but sl
faced a great deal of social prejudice.

But most widespread legalized discrimination occurred
against Asians setling in British Columbia, where
anti-Asian sentiment was_endemic_from 18505 0
1950s. Organized labour groups claimed Asians took
jobs from whites and lowered living standards for all
workers because they were willing to work for less
money than white workers. Asians were excluded
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from mast urions, and as a matter of policy cmployers
paid Asian workers loss than others. The cthnic
stercotypes depicted immigrants as poor, iliterate,
discased. morally lax. politically corrupt and religiously
deficient. Eihnic shurs were widely used.

Discriminatory legislation_and social practices in
British Columbia deprived Chinese, Japanese and South
Asians, of many civil rights e.£. right t0 votc, right 1o
practice law or pharmacy, right to be elected to public
office, right o0 serve on juries, or 1o have careers in
public works, right 1o have education or 10 serve in the
civil service. Several aempts were also made by an
Asian groups 1o exclude Asians from public schools
and to restrict the sale of land to them. Public opinion
on Asian immigration was expressed on several
oceasions in violent ant-Chinese and anti-Asian riots
Meanwhile, Chinese immigration was curbed by o
head tax”. Tn 1907, Japancsc immigration was
resticted by an agreement with Japan and an Order-in.
Council banned immigation from India

The Voyage
According to the Canadian Census of 1900, a total of
2050 Indian immigrants were residing in the North
American continent. Majorty of these were Punjabis,
who had come to Camada, in search of better
employment opportunities. On arrival, they had to face.
arduous circumstances and severe dierimination from
Jocal population. As the number of Indian immigrants
stared 10 grow, Locals started feeling insecure that the
immigrants would take over their jobs. So they wanted
the "brown invasion” 10 stop.

These insecurites of locals led British Columbia to pass
sringent liws 10 discourage the immigration of Indians,
Consequently. to enter British Columbia, an Indian
immigrant had o come via direct passage from India,
with at least $200 on his person. These were very
unreasonable restrictions, as the daily earning of an
average Tndian was, then, only about ten cents
Steamship companics were pressurized to stop selling
tickets o Indians. By a bill passed in 1907, all Indians
were denied the right 1o vote, prohibitcd to run for
public office and serve on juries. They were not
permitied to practice law or pharmacy, or have careers
in public works, education o the civil service. Public
opinion on Asian immigration was expressed on several
oceasions in violent anti-Asian riots.

Gurdit Singh Sandhu, 4 well-to-do businessman of
Singapore, was well aware of the problems faced by
Punjabis in migrating to Canada, The continuous
journcy provsion of the Immigration Acts of 1908 and
1910 was the main hurdle 0 their purpose. In 1913, 3§
Sikhs contested the continuous-passage order and were
admitted. This encouraged Gurdit Singh to help his
comparriots. In order 1o help them, he planned ©
cirumvent these exclusionist Liws by hiring a boat 0
sail from Caleutta to Vancouver. With this mission, he
chartered the Komagata Maru stcamer (renamed as
Guru Nanak Jahaz) in January 1914, t0 carry Indian
emigrants to Canadi,

The ship departed from Hong Kong with 150
passengers, on April 4, 1914, and siopped enroute in
‘Shanghai, Port of Moji and at Yokohama, picking up
passengers and provisions. Finally, Komagata Maru
Ieft Yokohama, Japan on May 3, 1914 and headed o
Canada. Its passengers included 376 Indians (all
Punjabis, 340 Sikhs, 12 Hindus, and 24 Muslims). The
main attraction for them 1o leave their homeland was
1o find work in Canada at wages that were fen to
fifteen times higher than what they could cam at
home,

The passengers on the Komagata Maru thought that
they had the right (o enter Canada because they were
British subjects. If citizenship in the British Empire
meant anything. they should have been able to o
anywhere in the empire freely. Sikh soldiers had
sered throughout the Empire and the Sikh emigrants,
many of whom were veterans of the Indian army,
thought that they should be abie 1o work wherever the
British flag was flying. AL the same time, some of
them knew that the Canadian government did not
concede that right,

There were words of caution from several quarters,
The Tndian Nationalist revolutionarics Mohammad
Barkasullah and Balwant Singh met with the ship en
route. Bhai Balwant Singh, @ head priest of the
Gurdwara in Vancouver, had been one of thiee
delegates sent to London and India to represent the
case of Indians in Canada, travelled in Komagata Maru
from Moji to Kobe and explained to the passengers the
atitude of the British Government of India, Britain,
and Canada towards their mission. Gyani Bhagwan
Singh, who was forcibly deported from Canada on
November 19, 1913, also met the passengers at
Yokohama and told them the story of his own
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deportation. Mohammad Barkatullah, . renowned
revolutionary and professor of Hindustani at the
University of Tokyo, me the passengers in Yokoham.
Ghadarite literature was disseminatcd and. political
meetings took place on board.

‘When Komagata Maru made it to Shanghai, a German
cable company sent a message 1o the German press.
announcing the departure of the sicamer Komagata
Maru from Shanghai for Vancouver on April 14 with
400 Indians on board...”. The news was picked up by
British press. The Vancouver dally "Province'
published the inflammatory news report under the
heading of “Boat Loads of Hindus on Way lo
Vancouver”. The Briish Columbia press began giving
such headlines to their articles as “Hindu Invasion of
Canada. The news of its departure reached the Briish
Columbia auhorities. Their instant reaction was. that
“Hindus would never be allowed 10 land in Canads

(To white Canadians, it seemed, all Indians were
Hindus.)

“The Indians who had already settled in Canada had alsa.
started to prepare for the arival of the Komagata Maru,
Meetings were held in the Gurdwaras to decide the
action plan. Money and provisions were collected 1o
help the passengers upon their arrival in Vancouer.
“The entire Indian community in Canada united to fight
the opposition.

“The Komagata Maru arrived in Vancouser on May 23,
1914 and anchored near Burrard Inlet. None of the
passengers met the continuous passage. requirement
because the voyage of the Komigata Mary began in
Hong Kong. Baba Gurdit Singh had tied to get a ship
out of Calcutta, but agents of the Indian government
had prevented it. Baba Gurdit Singh and the organizing
committee understood the legal situation, but they
believed that they had 4 stronz case and wers confided
they could succeed if they challenged the Canadian law
in court. Most of the ofher passengers simply believed
that they had a right to land in Canada.

“The Canadians wanted to send the ship back to where it
had originated. The Canadian authoritics did ot It the
passengers leave the boat claiming they had violated the
exclusionist laws. They claimed that the ship had not
arived via direct passage and most passengers did not
have the S200 that would have qualified them o enter
British Columbia.

Their inability (0 land coused hardship for the
passengers, who soon lacked food and water. The
passengers were also denied aceess to medical
attention, communication with their family and proper
legal counsel. Like the Canadians on shore, all
Komagata Maru passengers were subjects of the
British Empire and many had fought for Britin,
upholding the very freedoms they now desired.

The passengers of the Komagata Maru appealed to the
Canadian people_and government for justice, sent
telegrams to the King, the Duke of Connaught, the
Viceroy, and Indian leaders in India and England. The
excutive of the Khalsa Divan Socicty, Vancouver
took the lead in organizing a Shore Comiitiee to rise
money on behalf of the passengers. Within days of the
arrival of the Komagata Maru, the Shore Commitice
raised $3.000 in cash. Subsequently, they  raised
another $20,000 1o pay the Japancse ship owners and
keep the ship in the Harbour

‘With no progress in sight to resolve the deadlock, the
‘Shore Commiitice of Vancouver Sikhs ultimately took
the case of the Komagata Maru o court. For two
manths the passengers of the Komagata Maru, the
Indians in British Columbia, and the authoritics of
British Columbia were involved in a heated logal
batle.

A full bench of the Supreme Court decided that the
new orders-in-council barred judicial tribunals from
interfering with the decisions of the Immigration
department. “Thus, with the exception of 20 returning
residents and the ship's doctor and his family, none of
the passengers was allowed (o land. Instead, they were
detined in Vancouver Harbour, They remained on the
ship for two months.

On July 23, 1914 the Komagata Maro was forced 0
leave Victoria harbor and return to Hong Kong. When
the passengers would nol leave Canadian waters
without provisions, Canadian offcials tried o seize
the ship by force. When that attempt failed, the
Canadian government brought a navy cruiscr with its
guns exposed into Burard Inlet and anchored it
broadside o the Komagata Maru. In this atmosphere,
Baba Gurdit Singh and his fellow passcngers
negotiated their departure. With the - Canadian
‘government acceding (o provision thei retum voyage,
they consented to leave. without ever putting a foot
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ashore in Canada,

The Return
In the carly moming of July 23, the Komagata Maru
sailed out of Vaneouver Harhour with 352 passengers
sill on board. On their way back, the passengers had
been rfused permission to land by the governments of
Hong Kong and Singapore and were forced o 2o al the
way back to India, although many might have chosen to
ook for work elsewhere. By this time the passengers
were fully aware of the politcal implications of their
voyage and they expected to str up the feelings of their
counirymen with this demonstration of the injustice and
inequality that existed in the Empirc.

The British government of India saw the men on the
Komagata Maru as dangerous political agiators. As the
ship approached Caleutta on September 26, 1914, a
Foropean gunboat signaled it o stop. Then it was pot
under guard and the passengers were held as prisoners.
Thereafier the ship was taken to 4 place called Budge
Budge, sbout seventcen miles away from its original
destination of Calcutta. These new developments took
the passengers by surprisc. Upon inquiry. an official
informed Baba Guedit Singh that the passengers were
being sent 1o Punjab via a special train. Many of the
passengers did not want to g0 to Punjab. They had
business to attend 10 in Calcurta, some wished t Took
for work there, and most importantly, they wanted 1o
place the Guru Giranth Sahib, which they had taken with
themn on their journey. in a Calcutta Gurdwara,

The Bitish officials did not care what the passengers
wanied. They were adamant o put them on 4 train 0
Punjab and wanted to end this hassle. But the
passengers wanted 10 g0 (0 Caleutta. They felt that they
were the rightful owners of the ship and the British
officials had no reason to keep them on the ship or send
them 1o Punjab. Tn these trying circumstances, they
perceived that some action had o be taken, so they
decided to march to Caleutta

Their main purpose on reaching Calcutta was to hand
aver the holy Guru Granth Sahib and 1o see the.
Governor. The journey was long and aftcr numcrous
thecats by the police, they were left with no choice but
0 head hack o Budge Budge. At Budge Budge, they
were ordered to board the ship once again. The

passengers, Ted by Baba Gurdit Singh, refuscd. A
policeman attacked Baba Gurdit Singh with his baton
but was stopped by a fellow passenger. It was at this
point that firing started. Baba Gurdit Singh was carried
1o safery. But not all passengers were fo be so
fortunate, Twenty-nine fell vietim 1o the bullets of
British officals and 20 died. Some escaped, but the
remainder were aested and imprisoned or sent
their villages and kept under village aest for the
duration of the First World Wa.

Legacy
InIndi, the Komagata Maru represents the Indian
people’s’ struggle for independence from the Briish
Empire. In Canada, it is a reminder of a policy of
exclusion for Indian imimigrants that lasted more than
half a century. The Indian community has survived
W prospered in Canada, despite the prejudice and
hosility that the Komagata Maru story typifics. The
community has emerged in the 1980's with a positive
and confident outlock. Tn a more tolerant Canada, the
Komagata Maru remains a powerful symbol for
Ing

Hari Sharma, the founder President of South Asian
Network for Secularism and Democracy (SANSAD).
has rightflly claimed that "It does not matter which
part of the world we come from, what language we
speak, what religious fuith we subscribe to, if our roots
20 back 10 the South Asian Sub-continent, Komagata
Maru becomes an important milestone for our South
Asian identity in Canada. We are all descendants of

the sacrifices made by the Komagata Mam
passengers.”
Only in 1962, Canada announced a new policy free

of racial, religious or national discrimination. Since
then, the composition of Canadian ~ population,
especially in major cities, has changed remarkably.
Despite the long history of prejudice _and
discrimination, Canadians have made conscious efforts
in recent generations to make the country a mosaic of
peaples and cultures. Now Equality and Freedoms of
all Canadians are constitutionally protceted by the
Charter of Rights and Freedoms, Canada Act 1952.
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Interestingly, Baba Gurdit Singh, his colleagues and the
ship have become an integral part of the history of
Canada. A giant-sized mural of Baba Gurdit Singh and
the others in the ship adorns the front wall of the Scnior
Citizen Housing Unit in Surrey, a Briish Columbia cicy
where Punjabis live in thousands.

On May 23, 2008, the Legislative Assembly of
British Columbia unanimously passed a resolution
"that this Legislature apologizes for the events of
May 23, 1914, when 376 passengers of the Komgata
Maru, stationed off Vancouver Harbour, were
denied entry by Canada. The House decply regrets
that the passengers, who sought refuge in our
country and_our provinee, were turned away
without benefit of the fair and impartial treatment
befitting o society where people of all cultures are
welcomed and sccepted.”

On August 3, 2008, Prime Minister Stephen Harper,
at the 13 annual Ghadri Babiyan Da Melu
(estival) in Surrey, B.C., said, in response to the
House of Commaons motion calling for an apology by
the government, "On behalf of the government of
Canada, T am officially conveying as Prime Minister
that apology (for the Komagata Maru incident.)”

A stamp commemorating the 100th anniversary of
the arrival of the Komagata Maru was released by
Canada Post on May Ist, 2014.

Dr D, . Singh
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HARYANA SIKHS GET OWN SGPC
Legistation to be brought in Assembly session on
July 11, 2014: Hooda

Geetanjali Gayatri & Parvesh Sharma.
Tribune News service
Kaithal, July 6, 2014

Haryana Chicf Minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda on
Sunday announced a separate Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee for his state ignoring strong
protests from Amritsar-based apex religious body of
the Sikhs, the SGPC, and other groups

“A legislation o this cffect would be introduccd in the
Assembly session that strts on July 11,” said Hooda
while addressing a gathering of Sikhs at a conference
at Pati Afghan in Kaithal

Earlier, the HSGPC (ad hoc) team of Didar Singh
Nalvi and Jagdish Singh Jhinda presenied
memorandum for a sepurate panel o Hooda, who
asked the Sikhs present at the gathering to raise their
hands if they supported a separate body. On geting an
affirmative response, Hooda announced the creation of
a panel as the crowd — that braved muggy weather
and 4 dust storm for over five hours — erupted into
celebrations.

Hooda said the demand for a separate SGPC has been
taised in the past and it was also a poll promise of the
Congress in 2005, "On & number of fimes, we were
asked what we are going to do about this (3 separate
SGPO). T had always maintained that whatever
decision we will take, it will be in the interests of the
Sikh community of Haryana and in keeping with their
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