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Canada’s first endowed chair in Sikh Studies
established at UTM

Toronto (Oct 10, 2024): The University of Toronto
Mississauga (UTM) is establishing Canada's first
endowed chair i Sikh studies, a milestone in promoting
research, education, and community collaboration on
Sikhism, the country's fastest-growing religion. The chair
is funded by a $2.5 million donation from Dr. Davindra
Singh, matched by the university for a total of $5 million.
This endowment aims to advance Sikh studies through
new research, community outreach, and global engagement.

Dr. Singh, founder of Avant Derm and former chair of the Sikh Foundation of
Canada, expressed his long-held desire to support such an initiative. He emphasized
the importance of education to the Sikh community, which has deep roots
in Canada. The chair will attract top scholars, fostering research and learning
about Sikhism's relevance in modern society. Singh highlighted that Peel region,
home to a significant Sikh population, makes UTM an ideal location for this

program.

The chair will support undergraduate studies at UTM and graduate research at the
St. George campus. Collaborations with local and international Sikh communities, public
lectures, and student internships are also planned. UTM Vice-President Alexandra
Gillespie praised the initiative as a significant step in broadening understanding of Sikh
culture.

Dr. Singh hopes this chair will inspire similar initiatives worldwide, supporting the
‘ongoing growth of Sikh studies and academic excellence.
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