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INTRODUCTION

The concept of God is complex and multifaceted. It has
been the subject of much debate and speculation
throughout history. In general, the term God refers to a
supernatural or divine being who is the universe's
creator and ruler and is often seen as the ultimate
source of moral and spiritual authority.

Different cultures and religions have different beliefs
and ideas about God. For some, God is seen as a
personal deity actively involved in the world, while for
others, God is more of an abstract concept or force
present in all things. Some religions believe in multiple
gods or goddesses, while others have a monotheistic
belief in a single God.

In many religious traditions, God is seen as having
specific attributes, such as being all-knowing, all-
powerful, and all-loving. The concept of God is often
linked to ideas of morality and justice, with many
believing that God sets the standards for right and
wrong behavior.

Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikhism, described various
names and attributes of God in his sacred compositions.
Guru Nanak’s compositions have been enshrined in the
Aad Guru Granth Sahib (AGGS), the sacred Sikh
scripture [1-4]. Guru Nanak's hymns emphasize God's
transcendental nature, which is described as formless,
eternal, omnipresent, and beyond human
comprehension. In the commencing verse [5] of the Aad
Guru Granth Sahib, Guru Nanak describes some key
attributes of God, as mentioned below:

ARTICLE

ABSTRACT
God refers to a supernatural or divine being who is
the universe's creator and ruler and is often seen
as the ultimate source of moral and spiritual
authority. Different cultures and religions have
different beliefs and ideas about God. Guru Nanak,
the founder of Sikhism, described various names

and attributes of God, symbolized as 96" (Ik

Onkar) in his compositions. This article attempts
to describe the concept of God as outlined in Guru
Nanak’s hymns. It is pointed out that Guru Nanak's
hymns emphasize God's transcendental nature,
which is described as formless, eternal,
omnipresent, and beyond human comprehension.
However, he focuses on a personal and accessible
relationship with the Divine, where individuals can
connect with God through devotion, meditation,
and leading a virtuous life. A spiritual important
aspect of Guru Nanak’s concept of God is his
description of the realization of God, often referred
to as "union with the Divine" or "spiritual
realization.” By promoting the principles of
equality, compassion, and service to humanity
through his concept of an all-loving,
compassionate God, Guru Nanak asserts that by
following these values, individuals can experience
a closer connection with God and ultimately
achieve spiritual enlightenment.

16" Af3 a7 3937 U3y f6g38 fogeg wars Haf3 wig
3t A 99 yAfe |

Ik=oa’nkar sat nam karta purakh nirbhaco nirvair akal
miurat ajuni saibha’n gur parsad.

One Universal Creator God. The Name Is Truth. Creative
Being Personified. No Fear. No Hatred. Image of the
Undying, Beyond Birth, Self-Existent. By Guru's Grace.
AGGS, M. 1, p. 1.

i€ (/k Onkan): Guru Nanak's most fundamental concept
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[6-8] of God is expressed in the term "/k Onkar,"
which means "One Universal Creator" or "One God."
It signifies the belief in the oneness and unity of God,
who is the sole creator and sustainer of the universe.

Af3 (Saf): The primary and fundamental meaning of
"HI3" is "truth." It represents the eternal and

unchanging reality (the Divine truth) underlying all
creation. The concept of "sat" [9] conveys that the
Divine is the ultimate truth, and aligning oneself with
this truth is essential for spiritual growth and
realization.

O™ (Naam}. The primary and fundamental meaning

of "&™" is "name" or "Divine name." "Naam"

represents the name or identity of the Divine. It
signifies a direct connection with the Divine presence
and consciousness. The recitation and meditation on
the Divine name are considered powerful tools for
spiritual awakening and communion with the Divine.

“S™H" (Naam) is not limited to a specific religion or

culture. It signifies the universal essence that exists
beyond religious boundaries, inviting all beings to
connect with the Divine.

dJ3T (Karta): God is described as the Creator and the

ultimate Doer. Guru Nanak teaches that God is the
master craftsman who designs and creates the
intricate fabric of the universe. God's creative power
is seen in the diversity and beauty of creation.

YJY (Purukh): The term "Purukh" holds significant

spiritual and philosophical importance in the context
of the Sikh scripture, the Aad Guru Granth Sahib. The
word "Purukh' is a combination of two Punjabi
words: "Pura" and "Akhey," where "Pura" refers to
the Divine, supreme, or transcendent, and "Akhey"
means eternal or unchanging. Therefore, " Purukh"
can be understood as the Eternal Divine.

f&I3€ (Nirbhao): God is described as WNirbhao,

meaning without fear. Guru Nanak teaches that God
is beyond fear and instills fearlessness in the hearts of
devotees. Individuals can transcend their fears and
experience a sense of security and courage through a
connection with God.

ﬁ)?lé_g’(Nirvair): God is described as WNirvair, meaning

without enmity or animosity. Guru Nanak emphasizes that
God does not hold grudges or harbor ill will toward anyone.
God's nature is pure love and forgiveness, extending
compassion to all beings.

IS (Akal): In Sikhism, the term "Akal" holds significant

spiritual and philosophical meaning. "Akal' represents
God's timeless and eternal nature, emphasizing that God is
beyond the limitations of time and space. “Aka/' is often
used in conjunction with "Aka/ Purakh," which translates to
"Timeless Being" or "Eternal One." It signifies that God
transcends the boundaries of time and is beyond the cycle
of birth and death. God is eternal and existed before the
creation of the universe, is present now, and will continue
to exist even after its dissolution.

);IEJT?(Murat): This term translates to "Image" or

"Manifestation." While God in Sikhism is considered
formless (Nirankar), Sikhs also believe that God can
manifest or take on various forms or appearances to
interact with the world. These manifestations are often
called "Sargun" (with attributes) forms of God.

“{a??f(Ajoan/): God is described as Ajooni, meaning

beyond birth or death. Guru Nanak teaches that God is not
subject to the cycle of life and death like mortal beings.
God is eternal and transcends the limitations of the
physical world.

=C] (Self-Existent): Self-existence is that unique attribute of

God by which He has existed eternally and will always
exist. Unlike all other things related to our existence, God
does not owe His being to anything else. We owe our
existence to our parents and all our ancestors. All events
have causes. All creatures have been created except for
God. God is the uncaused cause and the uncreated creator.
God did not depend upon anything outside Himself for His
existence, nor will He ever depend upon anyone for it.

dd (Gun: "Gur"

illuminating force that leads individuals to a deeper
understanding of God and spirituality. Guru Nanak asserts
the importance of a spiritual teacher or guide in his hymns.
In this context, ‘Gur also means a spiritual guide (Guru),
teacher, or mentor who leads individuals toward spiritual
growth and enlightenment. Thus, Guru is seen as a beacon

refers to the divine guiding and
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of light who dispels ignorance and leads seekers toward a
deeper understanding of the divine truths. Guru Nanak
enunciates the eternal, universal aspect of the Guru as a
True Guru. The True Guru is the divine wisdom and
consciousness that flows through all enlightened beings.

I{HT@(Prasad): "Prasad" refers to the blessings or grace

bestowed by the Divine. It symbolizes that spiritual
realization and understanding are not solely achieved
through personal efforts but are gifts from the Divine.
This term emphasizes the concept of humility and
acknowledges that all spiritual insights come through the
benevolence of the Divine.

These attributes of God [10-11] described in Guru Nanak's
Bani reflect the core principles of Nanakian philosophy
and spiritual practice. The teachings emphasize the
devotion, love, and understanding of God, leading to a
deeper connection with the divine and realizing one's
true nature.

NAMES OF GOD

God is known by many names and attributes in Nanakian
Philosophy, each revealing a different aspect of its
character and nature. Here are a few of the names of God
as described in Guru Nanak's hymns:

Yg (Parbhu): "Prabhu" is one of the many names and

titles used to address and describe the divine presence in
Guru Nanak’s hymns, highlighting the idea of God as the
ultimate master, creator, and provider. It is a term of
reverence and devotion, indicating a deep connection
and relationship with the divine.

Y3 Ifgeg Age BEHlg H=a &3 ||

Parabh harmandar sohna tis méh manak lal.

The Palace of the Lord God is beautiful. Within it are
flawless diamonds.

AGGS, M.1, p. 17.

UJHHJ (Parmeshar): In Guru Nanak's hymns, the term

"Parmeshar" refers to the Supreme Being or the Divine. It
is a reverence and devotion term, denoting God's all-
pervading, transcendent nature. "Parmeshar" can be
understood as the ultimate, all-encompassing reality and
source of everything in the Sikh tradition. This term
underscores the idea of God as the highest authority, the
ultimate source of divine wisdom, and the one who
governs and oversees the entire creation. "Parmeshar" is
a term that signifies the omnipotence and all-

encompassing nature of the Divine in Sikh theology.
W i3 JH ugnag aoH i@ =3 ||

Ape parit parem parmesur karmi milai vada-I.

The Transcendent Lord Himself showers His Love and
Affection; by His Grace, He bestows glorious greatness.
AGGS, M.1, p. 1330.

urggJdy (Parbrahm): The term "U'IgJH" is often used

in Guru Nank’s hymns to describe the Supreme Being
or the Transcendent God. It signifies the highest and

most profound understanding of the divine. "U'ggJy"

emphasizes the ultimate, formless, and eternal nature
of God. It is a term used to convey the idea of God's
absolute, formless, and infinite nature, emphasizing
the oneness and universality of the divine.

WUIUS U'TgIH UIAHG &6 Iid IS REH IS |l

Aprampar parbarahm parmesar Nanak gur mili-a so-1
jiro.
The Infinite Transcendent Lord, the Supreme Lord God -

Nanak has met with Him, the Guru. AGGS, M.1, p. 599.

ygeears (Parvadgaaro): The term "UJeedra” is used

in Guru Nanak's hymns to address God as the Provider,
Sustainer, and Caretaker of all creation. This term
conveys the idea of God's role as the ultimate source of
sustenance, nourishment, and support for every living

being. When Guru Nanak uses the term "LIEIEEEHW?‘,"

he is highlighting the understanding that God is not
distant or detached from creation but actively involved
in sustaining and caring for it. This concept reflects a
compassionate and nurturing Divine presence that
continuously provides for all life forms' physical,
emotional, and spiritual needs.

Y fAder Ao AreM Ao g Ud<ears ||

Sach siranda sacha janicai sachra parvadgaro.

The True Creator Lord is True - know this well; He is the
True Sustainer.

AGGS, M.1, p. 580.

3'37@5 (Narayan): In Guru Nanak’s hymns, the term

"Narayan" is used to describe the formless, all-
pervading, and transcendent aspect of God. Guru
Nanak believed in the oneness of God, and "Narayan"
is one of the names through which the divine is
addressed in his hymns. It emphasizes the idea of God
as the ultimate source and sustainer of all creation.
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Yg &I 999 yIoi ||

Parabh naracin garab parchari.

God, the Lord of all, is the Destroyer of pride.
AGGS, M.1, p. 224.

dd3T (Karta): God is referred to as Karta, meaning

the Creator. Guru Nanak emphasizes that God is the
ultimate creator of everything in the universe. God is
the source of all life and is responsible for the
cosmos' creation, sustenance, and dissolution.

A3 33t gedf3 3 Srfeg A9 Ul &8 U ||

Sabh teri kudrat ti'n kadir karta paki na-1 pak.
Everything is in Your Power, Lord] You are the all-
powerful Creator. Your Name is the Holiest of the
Holy. AGGS,

AGGS, M.1, p. 464)

ggeigdT (Sustainer): In Guru Nanak’s hymns, the
term "TOJEITOI™ (Dharanidhara) is a compound word
"OJE™ (Dharani) and
"gqd™ (Dhara). (i) "gger (Dharani): This term

typically refers to the Earth or the world. It's used to
signify the physical realm, the ground we walk upon,

and our environment. (ii) "Od™ (Dhara): This term

composed of two parts:

can be translated as "support" or "sustainer." It
refers to the one who holds, supports or sustains
something. So, when combined as

"OJEIOI™ (Dharanidhara), it is used to refer to the

entity or force that supports and sustains the Earth or
the world. In a spiritual context, it can represent the
divine force or power that upholds the universe and
everything within it. This term can be found in
various hymns and verses within the Aad Guru
Granth Sahib, where it is used to express reverence
and awe for the Creator who sustains the world.

IQ & IfT " AeT AUl BY Y3 udelud' ||

Haco nam har ka sada jacha-o deh parabh
dharnidhara.

/ constantly beg for the Name of the Lord; grant it to
me, O God, Sustainer of the world,

AGGS, M.1, p. 687.

1{@14"87 (Sustainer): The term "l{@UTW" is used in

Guru Nanak's hymns in the context of describing

God's role as the Protector, Nurturer, and Sustainer of all
creation. This term conveys the idea of God's care and
guardianship over the universe and all living beings. In his
hymns, Guru Nanak emphasizes the concept of God as the
ultimate source of all creation and the sustainer of life. The

term "z{@uw" captures this aspect of God's nature,

highlighting God's role as the One who watches over and
nurtures everything in existence.

3 wfe garfe safa yfsursr ||

Fa ad jugad karahi partipala.

You cherish and sustain Your beings from the very
beginning of time and throughout the ages. AGGS, M.1, p.
1031)

T©'3'd (Great Giver): In Guru Nanak's hymns, the term
"g'3'd" is used to describe God as the Great Giver, the

One who bestows blessings, gifts, and provisions upon all
of creation. This term conveys the idea of God's
benevolence, generosity, and abundance. When Guru

Nanak uses the term "€'3d," he is emphasizing that God's

generosity extends to all beings without discrimination.
This concept reflects the idea of a loving and
compassionate Divine presence that provides for the needs
of every living being, regardless of their background or
status.

&6d 7Y T 3d fHeH3 aed3T ||

Nanak sach datar sinakhat kudrati.

O Nanak, the True One is the Giver of all; He is revealed
through His All-powerful Creative Nature.

AGGS, M.1, p. 141.

ATTRIBUTES OF GOD

Some of the attributes of God [6-8], as described by Guru
Nanak in his hymns, are as follows:

’)H'T')j (Indescribable): It refers to something that is beyond

ordinary perception, understanding, or reach. It implies
that the Divine, its qualities, and its ways are beyond the
scope of human senses and intellect. The Divine is
considered ineffable and cannot be fully grasped by mere
intellectual or sensory means. It suggests that while
humans can gain glimpses and insights into the divine
realm, the full extent of its majesty and intricacy remains a
mystery that surpasses human comprehension.

WS WSY WITH Ieg dded'd adiH I

Alahu alakh agamm kadar karanhar karim.
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He is Allah, the Unknowable, the Inaccessible, All-
powerful and Merciful Creator.
AGGS, M. 1, p. 64).

A IG AET W &t SIET IHG & ATE |

Je haro jana akha nahi kahna kathan na ja-i.

Even knowing God, | cannot describe Him,; He cannot be
described in words.

AGGS, M. 1, p. 2.

Omnipotence: Omnipotence means that God possesses
absolute and unlimited power. God is not subject to any
restrictions, limitations, or weaknesses. This belief holds
that God can do anything logically possible and consistent
with His nature. God's omnipotence is often associated
with the idea that God is the creator and sustainer of the
universe. God's power brought everything into existence
and continues to govern and maintain the world.

) AfF fegfant wid geafz 2 fogfe |

Ape jor vichhori-ai ape kudrat de-e dikha-e.

You Yourself unite and separate; You display Your
Creative Omnipotence.

AGGS, M. 1, p. 1281)

Omnipresence: Omnipresence means that God is not
limited by time, space, or physical boundaries. Instead,
God's presence permeates all of creation. This concept
suggests that God is simultaneously fully present in every
corner of the universe, regardless of distance or location.
God's omnipresence does not mean that God has a
physical body or form that occupies space. Instead, it
conveys the idea of a spiritual or divine presence that is
not constrained by the limitations of the material world.
Moreover, God's omnipresence extends beyond mere
existence to include active awareness and engagement
with all aspects of creation.

fipfcGufe s ys ™ |

Sarisat upare rahe parabh chhajai.

Creating the Universe, God remains diffused throughout
it.

AGGS, M.1, AGGS, p. 1028.

Transcendence: The transcendence of God refers to the
idea that God exists beyond and outside the limitations of
the physical world, time, space, and human
comprehension. It implies that God is greater, superior,
and beyond the created universe and everything within it.

g A3 gt yanAfa veg T Id J |l

Faribhavan jot dhari parmesar avar na diija bha-1 he.
The Light of the Transcendent Lord pervades the three
worlds; there is no other at all, O Siblings of Destiny.

AGGS, M. 1, p 1024)

Immanence: The immanence of God signifies the belief
that God is present and active within the created world
and intimately involved in its functioning. Despite his
transcendence, God is also present and active within
the world and is involved in the lives of his people. The
immanence of God can lead to an appreciation of the
sacredness of the natural world.

FIYf9 Trfd I feda=g U @I AS e J ||

Bharpur dhar rahi-a nihkeval gupat pargat sabh tha-1
he.

The Immaculate Lord is all-pervading, permeating
everywhere, both hidden and manifest.

AGGS, M. 1, p 102.

I I YIE I I I A T ||

Fa karta purakh agamm hai ravica sabh tha-1.

You are the Creator, the Inaccessible Primal Lord God;
You are all-pervading everywhere.

AGGS, M. 1, p 1291)

Omniscience: The attribute of omniscience signifies the
belief that God possesses complete and infinite
knowledge. In theological terms, it means that God has
perfect and comprehensive awareness of all things,
including past, present, future events, and all beings'
thoughts, intentions, and actions.

W BT ) SeT U IRIAHTE |

Ape dana ape bina pirai bhag samar-e.

He is all-knowing and all-seeing. By perfect destiny, we
merge in Him.

AGGS, M. 1, p. 944.

NI Yg A fdg Areer |
Mera parabh sabh kichh janda.

My God knows everything.
AGGS, M. 1, p. 72.

WHd'<d (Eternal): God's eternality means that God is

not subject to the passage of time. Unlike the created
universe and everything within it, God does not
experience past, present, or future moments
sequentially. Instead, God exists in an eternal "now,"
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transcending time altogether. God is believed to have
no origin or point of creation. God is not preceded by
anything, and there was never a time when God did
not exist. This concept contrasts with the temporal
nature of all created things.

I wATeg Mg 3 AT TBEI! I

T ajravar amar tii sabh chalanhari.

You are eternal; You do not grow old. All others pass
away.

AGGS, M. 1, p 1008.

IH AI ot TS Uigr Harfaer grfemr || A I=fe
SfeH T vag ¥ |

Ham jer jim1 duni=a pira masarika ra-i-a. Me ravad
badisaha afju khuda-e.
All the spiritual teachers, their disciples and the rulers
of the world shall be buried under the ground. The
emperors shall also pass away; God alone is Eternal.
AGGS, M. 1, p 143)

Yd (Holy): The term "Ug” is used to describe

something that is considered sacred and pure.
According to Guru Nanak, God is entirely pure and
perfect in every way and is separate from sin and evil.

73 33t gedf3 3 arfeg A937 el a8 U ||

Sabh teri kudrat ti'n kadir karta paki na-1 pak.
Everything is in Your Power, Lord] You are the all-
powerful Creator. Your Name is the Holiest of the
Holy.

AGGS, M. 1, p. 464)

ﬁSWFQ (Justice): TG refers to the fair and equitable

treatment of individuals or groups in society. It
involves giving each person their due, whether
regarding rights, rewards, or punishments. Guru
Nanak emphasizes that God is perfectly just and fair
and holds all beings accountable for their actions.

HO™ A Afog 7Y 3U=H RS fow 39 AT ||

Sacha so sahib sach tapavas sachra ni-a-o kareg
masola.

The Lord and Master is True, and True is His justice.
He issues His Commands according to His judgment.
AGGS, M. 1, p. 723.

&Tfd (Grace): In Guru Nanak’s hymns, &€fd refers to

the unmerited and undeserved favor, mercy, and

benevolence of God. He emphasizes that God's grace
cannot be achieved through human effort, good deeds, or
personal merit. Instead, it is a gift freely given by God to
humanity.

&6d dEdl &Efd f6Ts ||

Nanak nadri nadar nihal.

O Nanak, the Merciful Lord, by His Grace, uplifts and exalts
them.

AGGS, M. 1, p. 8)

W&Y (Invisible): The term " W&YH" refers to something

that cannot be seen with the naked eye or detected by the
human senses, particularly the sense of sight. Although
God's existence is believed to be evident from his creation,
Guru Nanak asserts that God is unseen and cannot be fully
comprehended by human beings.

G WIFSTH WEH w3 ||

Oh abhinasrt alakh abheva.
That Lord is Imperishable, Invisible, and Inscrutable.
AGGS, M. 1, p 227.

f&IT@T (Unique): It conveys the belief that God possesses

qualities or attributes that make Him distinct, unparalleled,
and one-of-a-kind. His attributes, qualities, and power are
so extraordinary that they are beyond human
comprehension. This incomparability sets God apart from
all other beings. Guru Nanak proclaims that God is unique
and incomparable, with no one and nothing else
resembling Him in any way.

¥ Bdarg faara ||

Ekam ekankar nirala.
The First Day: The One Universal Creator is unique.
AGGS, M. 1, p. 838.

wed &t Sfg SHEITS |

Avar naht kar dekhanharo.
There is no other Creator except the All-seeing Lord God.
AGGS, M. 1, p 1342)

UJH 33 (Ultimate Reality): The concept of God as the UIH

33 posits that God is the supreme, transcendent, and

unchanging reality that underlies and encompasses all of
existence. God is also described as the universe's creator,
sustainer, and ruler, making Him the ultimate source of all
things. Guru Nanak articulates that God is the ultimate
reality, and everything else in the universe is transient and
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ultimately insignificant compared to him.
UIHIIHIIH S Y |l

Param tant meéh rekh na rip.
The supreme essence of reality has no shape or form.
AGGS, M. 1, p. 952.

Divine Will: "Divine Will" refers to the belief in a
supreme, transcendent force or consciousness that
governs the universe and determines the course of events
and outcomes in accordance with a divine plan. Guru
Nanak emphasizes that God has a Divine Will, which is
expressed through the laws of nature and the order of
the universe. This divine will guides individuals toward
the path of righteousness and spiritual fulfillment.

>oa A fspse REmt s Az = fag & Il

Nanak jo tis bhavai so thi=ai ina janta vas kichh nahi.
O Nanak, whatever pleases His Will comes to pass.
Nothing is in the hands of these beings.

AGGS, M. 1, p. 55.

e A< 3R oB< eI gare |

Jiv tis bhavai tivai chalavai jiv hovai furman.

He makes things happen according to the Pleasure of His
Will. Such is His Celestial Order.

AGGS, M. 1, p. 7)

fedarg (Nirankar): The word " f&3ag " is of Punjabi

origin and is made up of two components: "Nir," which
means "without" or "beyond," and "ankar," which means
"form" or ‘"shape." Therefore, "Nirankar" can be
translated to mean "without form" or "formless." In Guru
Nanak’s hymns, the concept of "Nirankar" reflects the
belief in the formlessness and transcendence of God. He
asserts that God cannot be confined to any specific form,
image, or representation, as God is beyond human
comprehension and transcends all worldly attributes.

fog38 fadarg Ag & ||

Nirbha-o nirankar sach nam.
The Lord is fearless and formless; His Name is True.
AGGS, M.1, p. 465)

E’f\E‘OFt}' (Dayal): God is often referred to as Dayal, which

means compassionate or merciful. Guru Nanak
emphasizes that God is infinitely loving and
compassionate towards all creation. God's mercy is
available to everyone, and it is through God's grace that
one can attain spiritual liberation.

eftmir Tg Tfenrg 3 Al Afg Beeag i

Darira dan dari-al tu kar kar dekhanhar.

O Merciful Lord, You are the embodiment of
compassion; creating the Creation, You behold it.
AGGS, M. 1, p. 934.

W) fHog efufs T s flaR I Saar J ||

Ape mihar dari-apat data na kisai ko baira-1 he.

He is the Giver of Grace, compassion, and honor; He is
no one's enemy.

AGGS, M. 1, p. 1022.

Hfs (Divine Light): "Hf3" refers to the divine light,

which is considered the eternal and unchanging
essence of God. This divine light is believed to be
present in all living beings and is the spark of the divine
within everyone. Guru Nanak teaches that God's
essence is radiant and luminous, symbolizing
enlightenment and spiritual illumination. It signifies
that by connecting with God, one can experience inner
enlightenment and the awakening of the divine light
within.

AS Hig A3 A I A’ ||

Sabh méh jot jot hai so-e.
The Divine Light is within everyone; You are that Light.
AGGS, M. 1, p. 663.

AT AfI YI& 39S 1111 IT€ |

Sarab jot paran bhagvan. | |1] | raha-o.
The Divine Light of the Lord God is perfectly pervading.
AGGS, M. 1, p. 352)

I=t f6T'S (Guni Nidhan): The term "It foTrs " is

used to refer to the qualities or attributes of the divine.
"Guni' can be translated as "virtuous" or "possessing
qualities," while "WNidhan" refers to a treasury or
repository. So, in Guru Nanak’s hymns, " Guni Nidhan’
generally refers to the treasure or repository of divine
virtues, qualities, and attributes. It emphasizes the idea
that the divine is a source of limitless virtues and
qualities worth exploring, understanding, and
emulating. This term highlights the divine nature and
the qualities that individuals can strive to embody in
their lives.

A AH39 A i 3T urdm et fsargs |l

Sadhi satgur je milai ta pacicai guni nidhan.
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One who meets with the Holy True Guru finds the
Treasure of Virtues.
AGGS, M. 1, p. 21.

f&IHG (Pure, immaculate): The term "fGIHZ" is

derived from the Punjabi language and holds a
significant spiritual connotation within Nanakian

philosophy. "ﬁED—RS" is typically translated as "pure,"

"immaculate," "unblemished," or "stainless" in
English. When Guru Nanak uses the term "f&IHZ" to

refer to God, he is emphasizing the Divine's pure and
untainted nature. The concept underscores the idea
that the Divine is beyond any impurities, flaws, or
limitations inherent to the material world. It
signifies the transcendence of worldly attributes and
a perfect state of being. Guru Nanak's use of

"ﬁ'El')-l'{j'_S" serves to convey this idea of divine purity,

emphasizing that God is free from any stain of ego,
desire, and imperfection. This attribute of purity also
implies an ethical and spiritual aspiration for human
beings to cleanse themselves from ego, selfishness,
and negativity to align with the Divine.

W fogns 89 3 Ja St da urfe ||
Ape nirmal ek ti‘n hor bandhi dhandhai pa-e.

Only You, Lord, are Immaculate and Pure. All others
are bound up in worldly pursuits.

AGGS, M. 1, p. 54)

ﬁﬁ’?l’_g’" (Nirahan): The term "f&ITaTg" is typically

translated as "beyond sustenance," "without
nourishment," or "self-sustaining” in English. In Guru

Nanak's hymns, the term "fS3I"J'd" highlights the

concept of God's self-sustaining nature, emphasizing
the Divine's independence from physical sustenance
and its role as the ultimate provider of all forms of
nourishment and sustenance. When Guru Nanak uses

the term "f&3I™I" to refer to God, he is emphasizing

the concept that the Divine is self-sustaining and
independent, beyond the need for physical
sustenance or nourishment. This idea is rooted in the
belief that God is beyond the limitations of the
material world and is self-existent and self-sufficient.

[EIHG fograrg faaes I

Nirmal nirahar nihkeval.
The Lord is immaculate, self-sustaining, and

unattached.
AGGS, M. 1, p. 840.

fé?"T-@ (Niranjan): The term "ﬁ%lnﬂ?j" is commonly

translated as "stainless," "immaculate," "without blemish,"
or "unblemished" in English. When Guru Nanak uses the

term "ﬁﬁnﬁ?j" to refer to God, he is emphasizing the

Divine's unblemished and pure nature. This term highlights
the idea that the Divine is beyond impurity, contamination,
or flaw. It signifies that God exists in absolute perfection
and is free from any limitations, illusions, or negative
qualities characteristic of the material world.

W) Wiy fsdrg e |

Ape ap niranjan so-e.
He is Immaculate and Pure.
AGGS, M. 1, p. 2)

These attributes highlight God's role as the creator,
sustainer, and compassionate guide for all creation. Thus,
they deepen our understanding of God's nature. It is
pertinent to add that this is not the exhaustive list of God's
attributes as Guru Nanak described in his hymns. However,
understanding the Concept of God, as outlined in Guru
Nanak’s hymns, helps us to comprehend the importance of
recognizing God's presence in all aspects of life,
surrendering to God's will, and seeking spiritual growth
and union with the divine.

Realization of God

Guru Nanak's description of the realization of God, often
referred to as "union with the Divine" or "spiritual
realization," is a central concept in his teachings [9]. While
Guru Nanak's teachings are primarily conveyed through
poetry and hymns, they emphasize the following aspects of
God-realization:

Oneness with God: Guru Nanak teaches that the ultimate
purpose of life is to realize the oneness with God [12],
often referred to as "/k Onkar," the one universal Creator.
This realization involves transcending the ego and
recognizing that the individual soul (Atma) is essentially
the same as the universal soul (Paramatma).

Annihilation of Ego (Haumai): Guru Nanak emphasizes the
need to overcome the ego, which separates individuals
from God. The ego is considered the primary barrier to
spiritual realization. One can gradually dissolve the ego and
experience the Divine within through humility, selflessness,
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and self-awareness.

Divine Grace: Guru Nanak acknowledges that merging
with God is not solely the result of human effort; it also
involves divine grace. Devotees are encouraged to seek
the grace of God and surrender to the Divine Will
(Hukam).

Meditation and Devotion: Guru Nanak advocates
meditation, contemplation, and a life of devotion to God
to achieve spiritual union. By continuously meditating on
the Divine name (Naam Simran), individuals can draw
closer to God.

Loving Relationship with God: Guru Nanak describes the
ideal relationship with God as filled with love, affection,
and devotion. This love and longing for God are central to
the process of merging. Devotees are encouraged to
nurture this deep and loving connection.

Transcendence of Dualities: Guru Nanak teaches that for
God's realization, one must transcend the dualities and
illusions of the material world. It involves rising above
attachments, desires, and the distractions of the physical
realm.

Living a Life of Virtue and Service: Living a life of honesty,
integrity, and selfless service to humanity purifies the
soul and makes it receptive to the Divine presence.
Virtuous conduct is essential in the process of merging.

Satsang (Company of the Holy): Associating with
spiritually evolved individuals and congregational
worship (Satsang) is encouraged. Being in the company of
those who have already realized the Divine can inspire
and guide devotees on their spiritual journeys.

Thus, Guru Nanak's teachings stress that union with God
[12] is not a distant or unattainable goal; it is achievable
by anyone who sincerely follows the path of devotion,
selflessness, and inner transformation. The process
involves recognizing one's divine nature, shedding the
ego, and ultimately experiencing eternal unity with God.
This spiritual realization is considered the highest form of
liberation in Sikhism, often referred to as "Jivan Mukt'"
or "Mukti" (liberation from the cycle of birth and death).

CONCLUSION

Guru Nanak emphasized the idea of an all-loving and
compassionate God in his teachings. His concept of God,
often called "/k Onkar," tells us that God is merciful and

does not seek revenge or punishment. Guru Nanak's
teachings focus on a personal and accessible
relationship with the divine, where individuals can
connect with God through devotion, meditation, and
leading a virtuous life. Guru Nanak promotes the
principles of equality, compassion, and service to
humanity through his concept of an all-loving,
compassionate God. He teaches that by following these
values, individuals can experience a closer connection
with God and ultimately achieve spiritual
enlightenment.
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