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Indo-Pakistan ties. The decision to open the Kartarpur Corridor and the visa-free access
to followers of Guru Nanak's philosophy to the shrine at Kartarpur in Pakistan's Narowal
gistrict, less than 4 km from Dera Baba Nanak, another revered place of Sikhs in Indian
Punjab, is a testimony to Baba Nanak's teachings of love, fellowship, and universalism.
This development has opened a new era of mutual trust between the two countries and
laid a strong foundation for people-to-people dialogue. Guru Nanak always practiced
dialogue to remove ignorance, sectarian practices, and irrational divisions in the social
structure.

Concluding, | would like to say that improved India-Pakistan relations can ensure
addressing any threat the subcontinent may face i the future. Moreover, cooperation and
coexistence through trust can establish a peaceful and prosperous South Asia.

A.U.Mugloo: How can we adopt Guru Nanak's teachings to develop people-to-
people contacts in India and Pakistan?

Dr. Singh: Baba Nanak's legacy lies on both sides of the border. Apart from the
Sikhs, many Hindus, including Sindhis, are disciples of Guru Nanak. Even in Pakistan,
‘many Muslims venerate him as a Suff saint. Thus, Guru Nanak has been commonly revered
by both communities — Hindus and Muslims. A poet has aptly described the situation:
Nanak Shah fakir, Hindu ka guru Musiim kapir.

In 1947, atthe time of the partition of India, both Sikhs and Muslims living in Punjab
suffered the most. They not only suffered monetary and emotional losses but also saw
their state being torn into two pieces. Thereby, the Sikh religion and culture received a
severe setback. However, if both the countries had understood Guru Nanak's message
of universal brotherhood and humanity, India and Pakistan would have been friendly
neighbours.

Guru Nanak, in his teachings, has explained the importance of communication. He
proclaimed that sharing views and ideas should be a confinuous process throughout one's
Ife.

78w e v ww fg e fg

Jab lag dunia rahiai Nanak kich suniai kich kahiai.
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Nanak states: As long as we are in this world, we must lsten to others and express
ourselves toothers. (M. 1, SGGS: 661)

Guru Nanak believed that continuous discourse helps in eradicating misconceptions
and builds understanding. Itis so relevantin the context of India and Pakistan. If only India
and Pakistan had tried to understand Baba Nanak's message, they would have been
much better nations. We must understand that confiicts, one-upmanship, wars, and bombs
can never bring peace. As mature nations, India and Pakistan need to realize that only by
understanding their shared culture, art, and music can they bridge the differences.

There are substantial imperatives for increased people-to-people contact and friendly
exchanges between Pakistan and India. These stem from their shared history, geographical
proximity, and the growing need for inter-regional and intra-regional connectivity. But
unfortunately, the process of friendly exchanges and people-to-people contact remains
heavily strained. The constraints reflect the deep mistrust and suspicion with which the
nationals of the two countries view each other.

Guru Arjan, the fifth Nanak, urges us to maintain good relations with all,despite caste.
colour, or creed. Sharing in God's grace s the

73 % Hig D s e D A X A I

Sabh ko meet ham apan kina ham sabh na ke sajan.

Iama friend to all; | am everyone’s friend. (M. 5, SGGS: 671)
73 e meets 3 o 5 ferfy wow AE 131

Sabe sajhival sadain tu(n) kisai na diseh bahrajio.

All share in God's Grace; none is beyond Him. (M. 5, SGGS: 97)

Nanakian philosophy encourages us to maintain a peaceful environment amongall It
states:

i &g 13 S g 1

Sukh baishu sant sajan parvar.

(One must)sitin peace, in the company of holy persons, family, and friends. (M.5,
SGGS: 185)
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There has always been a feeling of fellowship amongst the people on both sides
of the border. This people-to-people contact has strengthened, over the years, for
several reasons, including the media revolution. Guru Nanak's legacy and teachings
have a great potential to reinforce such a bonding, and these are already playing a
crucial role in this issue. Fortunately, a considerable expansion in people-to-people
contact and friendly exchanges between Pakistan and India has happened following
the commencement of the Composite Dialogue and Peace Process in 2004. For
instance, the Kartarpur Corridor's opening, art and cultural troupes exchange, medical
tourism, inter-countries sports, and opening of more historical and religious places to
tourists and pilgrims aresteps in the right direction. The recent establishment of Baba
Nanak University at Nankana Sahib is encouraging. Itis expected to strengthen the
bonding among academicians, scholars, and litterateurs on both sides of the border.
However, frequent disruptions in the peace process have caused a severe setback
to this process. As per conventional wisdom, people-to-people contact cannot be
secure until the core issues between the two countries are resolved, or at least until
serious efforts are made through dialogue and negotiations. Hopefully, through
globalization, things seem to be changing now. We must remain hopeful and reasonably
optimistic about it

A.U.Mugloo: What are the major Sikh religious places in Pakistan? And how can
these Shrines help in engaging the people of India and Pakistan?

Dr. Singh: Nankana Sahibis a popular place for Sikhs from all over the worid. Formerly
known as ‘Rai-Bhoi-Di-Talwandi, itis the most sacred Sikh place because Guru Nanak
was born there. The town is situated southwest of Lahore, in Punjab, Pakistan. Nankana
Sahib currently has nine gurdwaras, including the Gurdwara Janam Asthan, which marks
the birthplace of Guru Nanak Dev. Each gurdwarais related to an important eventin Guru
Nanaks lfe.

Another prominent Sikh religious place in Pakistan is Gurudwara Dera Sahib Panjvin
Patshahi. tis a Shrine of Guru Arjan, the fifth Sikh Guru, who compiled the Adi Granth,
the holy Sikh scriptures. The Gurudwara is situated opposite Lahore Fort near Badshahi
Mosque. ltis the place where Guru Arjun was martyred in 1606 AD.
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Overtime, many Sikh pilgrims have been visiting the Sikh Gurdwara at Hasan Abdal,
about 48 km from Rawalpindi. The Gurudwara is also known as Panja Sahib. It has a
sacred rock with the (supposed) handprint of Guru Nanak.

Gurudwara Darbar Sahib, Kartarpur is another famous sacred place for Sikhs,
located in Shakargarh, Narowal District, in the Punjab province of Pakistan. Itis built on
the historical site where Guru Nanak settled here after his missionary work, assembled
the Sikh community, did farming, and lived for 18 years until his demise in 1539. Here, he
developed the first commune in the year 1504 and set up a community Langar.

Aplace of historical importance for the Sikhs is the mausoleum of the Sikh ruler
Maharaja Ranjit Singh, located near Lahore Fort, Pakistan. This memorial was builtin
1848 A.D by Maharaja Kharak Singh, the eldest son of Maharaja Ranjit Singh

Religious tourism plays a vital ole in reviving a country's economic activit. Realizing
the political and economic significance of this sector, the Governments of both countries
must take ample measures to promote religious-based tourism. With improved law and
order, and Government support, religious-based tourism in Pakistan and India can flourish
and attract different communities. The development of the Kartarpur Corridor is an
appreciable effort to promote religious freedom and harmony among people. Over 8000
Sikh pilgrims from around the world visited Pakistan to celebrate the birth anniversary of
Baba Guru Nanak in November 2021

Both countries must focus on providing suitable facilties to religious tourists like
simple visa processing, easy availability of boarding and lodging facilities and
transportation, etc. Furthermore, to use their country’s potential for religious tourism, they
must develop unique strategies to preserve sacred places and provide requisite services
o pilgrims and tourists visiting holy sites.

A.U.Mugloo: And more importantly, have governments of India and Pakistan
taken serious note of these Shrines to allow people of Sikh faith within divided
borders to perform pilgrimage?

Dr. Singh: In my opinion, both governments of India and Pakistan have taken serious
note of Sikn religious shrines. From time to time, they take all possible measures to allow
the Sikhs, within divided borders, to perform the pilgrimage.
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Several historical Siknh shrines are inside Pakistan following the partition of the sub-
continentin 1947. In the decades following Pakistan's formation in 1947, the Sikh community
began reorganizing and protecting the holy sites and heritage of the Sikh religion in Pakistan.

At present, the historical and sacred sites of Sikhs are maintained by a Pakistani
governmental body, the Pakistan Sikh Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee, which is
responsible for their upkeep and preservation. In addition, the Pakistani government has
begun to allow Sikhs from India to make pilgrimages to Sikh places of worship i Pakistan.

Ithas been heartening to note that at the time of the 550th birth anniversary celebrations
of Guru Nanak in 2019, the Governments of India and Pakistan opened the Kartarpur
Corridor. This convenient visa-free border crossing connects Pakistan's GurudwaraDarbar
Sahib to India's border. The Kartarpur corridor stretches from Indian Punjab's Dera Baba
Nanak shrine to Gurdwara Sri Kartarpur Sahib in the Narowal district of Pakistan's Punjab
province. The Pakistan government has also implemented green projects at Kartarpur
and Nankana Sahib.

The government of India also takes various steps to facilitate the pilgrimage of
Sikhs to various Sikh shrines in Pakistan and within India. It includes a dedicated
website to simplify and expedite the registration and selection process, and
communication with pilgrims for their visit to Darbar Singh, Kartarpur. The Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Comittee, Amritsar,a recognized organization of Govt. of India,
provides help and guidance to Sikhs pilgrims to visit the holy Sikh shrines in Pakistan.

It has also established a sub-office at Kurukshetra to assist the Sikhs of Haryana to
obtain visas for Pakistan. From time to time several groups (Jathas) of pilgrims are
sent to Pakistan, especially for participation in the celebration of gurpurabs or other
historical days at the Sikh shrines.

A.U.Mugloo:Thanks, Dr. Singh, for sparing your time to share your incisive views
on Sikh doctrines and Sikh history.

Dr. Singh: Thank you very much, A. U. Mugloo for your intelligent and thought-
provoking inquiry. | appreciate your effort.

a

[Concluded]

-
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A.U. Mugloo: Can Guru Nanak's teachings help in building good neighbourly
ties between India and Pakistan?

Dr. Singh: Currently, India-Pakistan relations have often been afflicted by cross-
border terrorism, ceasefire violations, territorial disputes, etc. Improving bilateral ties is
crucial for both countries, as it would mean stabilizing South Asia and improving the
economies of both nations. A strong political will to mend the relationship at the current
juncture is direly needed. A constructive approach and confidence-building measures
between India and Pakistan can be crucial to improving their ties,

About 550 years ago, Guru Nanak preached a special universal message of ruthful
living, faith, and love. His message was not addressed to a specific ethnic or religious
group. It was meant for all humanity. Let us look at Guru Nanak's teachings in building
good neighbourly ties between India and Pakistan and see what kind of prescriptions and
insights he offers us to face the challenges of contemporary times.

When India's environment was full of conflict between Hinduism and Islam, Guru
Nanak prociaimed a beautiful universal message for all people, highlighting equalityfor all,
without any consideration of caste, colour, creed, gender, or race. He asserted that the
same One God creates all, whether we call him Ram, Allah, or any other name. Moreover,
he emphasized that "See the Divine Lightin al." Therefore, people of faith shouid recognize
the Divine Lightin everyone.
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Sasaisoe saristjin saji sabhna sahib ek bhaiaz.

“Department of Political Science,University of Kashmir, Srinagar, India
Email: muglooanayat2@gmail.com [Part - has been published in March 2024 issue of TSR]
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Sassa: He (Divine) who created the worid, is the One Lord and Master of all. (M.1,
SGGS:432)

fewd 3% i feg oz g Bfe 1
Iknai bhande sajiai ik chanan tehu loe.

The One God has fashioned all beings (the vessels),
and His essence pervades everywhere (the three worlds). (M.1, SGGS: 62)

Solong s a person holds feelings of hatred or contempt n his heart and fails to see
the Divine in others, he will never be able to experience the Divine Presence within himself
fully. Therefore, Guru Nanak proclaimed that social ranks based on class, creed, caste,
gender, race, and religion were meaningless and discrimination, il-treatment or hatred
based on such labels was immoral

A7 33 5 yEg Ak wE 5 T 10 W
Janhu jot na puchau jatt agai jaat na he.

Recognize the divine essence within all, and do not consider social class or
status;.... (M. 1, SGGS: 349)

Though the primary focus of Guru Nanak's teachings is spiritual, the path preached
by him is a balanced and integrated one that combines spiritual enlightenment with an
active, engaged life. Divinely inspired humans can and should be a force for good in
society. The God-conscious person overcomes his ego and is not driven by anger or a
desire for revenge. He can be a force for the peaceful resolution of conflicts through amity
and discussion rather than violence. On the path shown by Guru Nanak, enlightened
God-conscious beings would address many of today's global challenges (including Indo-
Pak conflits) by working for global fairness and justice, equality, and freedom for all, and
tolerance and peace coexistence. The best way to confiictresolution is through dialogue
and debate instead of force.

Ofcourse, this doesn'talways work, as there is evilin the world too. Several negative
factors drive many people who are in positions of power. Guru Nanak also exemplified
that we must be willing to stand up to evil and injustice. A peaceful protest based on
principle and a wilingness to make personal sacrifices can be a powerful means of political
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transformation. However, there may be times when all peaceful attempts may not succeed,
and force is the only solution against evil and injustice. Guru Gobind Singh, the tenth
Nanak, declared that when all other means have failed, itis righteous to draw the sword.
Itwould be cowardly and immoral to submit without a fightin such a situation. Guru Nanak
expresses such a view as:

7€ 38 i Ywe @ 99 1 g ofs 35t awh e @ 1 feg et Uy w1 B
< afz 5 & 1200

Jauo tauo prem khelan ka chauo. Sir dhar tali gali meri auo. It marag pair dharjai. Sir
dijai kaan na kiai,

Ifyouwant to play this game of love (for God and His creation), you must be ready to
make sacrifices while stepping onto this path. Therefore, ifyou need to sacrifice your life
for this cause, do so unhesitatingly. (M.1, SGGS: 1412)

Itis importantto emphasize that Sikh doctrines did not condone violence. The armed
struggle is to be used only as alast resort after all attempts at peaceful resolutions have
failed. Guru Gobind Singh made this very clear in his composition Zafamama.

Multicultural societies appear to be the future of humanity. However, we are yet to
leam alot about resolving the differences and conflicts between the different sections of
society and nations. Guru Nanak's approach to dealing with confiict, discord, and injustice
isthree-pronged:

1. Resolve confiict through discussion and debate based on mutual respect and gooduwil
God-conscious beings that see the divine light n all can play a significant role in bringing
about this kind of resolution.

2 When those i positions of power and authority are driven by their ego and are not
amenable to solutions based on mutual respect, peaceful, nonviolent protestis called for.
It demands dedication and personal sacrifice.

3. Whenall attempts for peaceful resolution fail, armed struggle againstinjustice and
tyranny and in defence of iberty is called for.

When everything fails to convert bitter, hostile diplomatic relations between the two
archrivals, art, and culture (sharing of virtues) perhaps is the only genre that can do
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wonders for converting antagonistic relations into friendly and cordial relations. Therefore,
to build good neighbourly ties between communities and nations (including India and
Pakistan), Guru Nanak encourages us to share our virtues with others for the benefit of
others and society.

7= ey e B e 1
Je gun hovnn sajna mil sajh Kariai.

O My friends! If you have virtues, we must share them. (M. 1, SGGS: 765)
s gt B e TE 1

Sajh karijai gunah keri chhod avgan chaliai.

Letus share our virtues; and abandon our faults, to walk on the path (of love of
God and His Creation). (M. 1, SGGS: 766)

He encourages us to shun wrongdoings and to make wise decisions for a better and
prosperous future.

Yrer o 5 dwet @ St s fsoEhi 1
Manda mool na kichei de lammi nadar nihaliai.
Do ot do evil; look ahead to the future with foresight. (M. 1, SGGS: 474)

Bhagat Kabir, a saint-poet of Sri Guru Granth Sahib, explicitly articulates that one
mustnever think wrong of one's neighbour (other people) as whatever happens to one's
neighbours can happen to onesefftoo. He states:

wEh & F P g W R s e
Parosike jo hua tu apne bhijan.

Remember that whatever happens to one's neighbours can also happen to onesel.
(Bhagat Kabir, SGGS: 1373)

Guru Nanak preached that the goal of human life is to grow and attain a state of
harmony with God and His creation. Guru Nanak's vision is a World Society comprising
God-conscious human beings. To these spiritual beings, the earth and the universe are
sacred; allife is part of a Universal Unity. We are all connected. ltis encouraging to note
that the 550th birth anniversary of Guru Nanak has been a pivotal eventin the history of





