

Singh, Devinder Pal. Lal, Bhai Harbans. (2024). Montreal’s Sikh Art Gallery: A Triumph of Multiculturalism and Heritage. The Sikh Bulletin. USA. 26(5). 12.   
[image: A close-up of a newspaper

Description automatically generated]



image1.png
The Sikh Bulletin g - U9 U6 SEA December 2024

Montreal’s Sikh Art Gallery:
A Triumph of Multiculturalism and Heritage
Dr. Devinder Pal Singh
Director Center for Understanding Sikism,
Mississauga, Ontario, Canada

Email: drdpsnogmail.com
& Dr. Bhai Harbans Lal

President of the Academy of Guru Granth Studies, Dallas, Texas
harbanslogmail.com

The Sikh Art Galery in Montreal, housed within the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts, has
attracted over 200,000 visitors since its opening in 2022, becoming the most viited Sikh
gallery outside India. Supported by the Sikh Foundation International and the Chadha
Family Foundation, the gallery showcases historical and contemporary Skh art,

promoting cultural exchange and education. Celebrated for fostering Canadian multiculturalism, the gallery

ibutes to the post-pandeic revival of the museum and Montreal’s vibrant cultural landscape.

i The Sikh Art Gallery in Montreal, part of the Montreal

2 Museum of Fine Arts (MMFA), has become a cultural hub since its

in 2022, attracting over 200,000 visitors by September 2024.

Established with support from the Sikh Foundation International

(USA) and the Chadha Family Foundation (Canada, it has become the.

most visited Sikh gallery outside of India, with 208,289 vistors in 2023

alone. This success has positioned the gallery as a significant

milestone in promoting Canadian multiculturalism, celebrated even

by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau for contributing to intercultural understanding.

Housed within the MMFA's "Arts of One World" wing, the gallery showcases a vast colletion of Sikh art,
including portrayals of Sikh Gurus, Maharajas of the Sikh Empire, Phulkari shawls, rare Nanakshahi coins, and
Britsh Raj-era publications. With contributions from notable Sikh philanthropists, the gallery emphasizes historical
and contemporary Sikh art, symbolizing the global Sikh community's cultural wealth and values.

The gallery is pivotal in Montreal's post-pandemic cultural revival, serving as a platform for education, inclusion,
and cultural dialogue. The MMFA tself, one of Canada’s largest and oldest museums, has recovered from the
pandemic’s impact, with over 700,000 vsitors in 2023, partially driven
by the gallery's popularity. The museu's broader commitment to

rsity i reflected in ts Arts of One World wing, which emphasizes the
interconnectedness of global cultures.

The Sikh Art Gallery’s significance extends beyond its artworks.
Itfosters cultural exchange, offering more comprehensive public nsights
nto Sikh heritage and encouraging mutualrespect. For the Sikh diaspora

Canada, the gallery symbolizes pride and cultural presenvation,
providing 2 space where their rich history and traditions are
acknowledged within a prestigious institution.

The gallery i poised for growth, continuing to build on s success. With ongoing support from the Sikh
community and its alles, it will further contribute to the cultural fabric of Montreal, remaining a beacon of Sikh
culture and multicultural dialogue in Canada and beyond.
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