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South Asia, home to one-third of the world population, is a diverse region with distinct contlicts and
politico-economic subtleties It has large sections of an impoverished population due to a lack of adequate health,
education, water, sewerage, and transportation facities. Natural disasters, as well as the lack of access to basic
facites, increase the probabiliy of conflict.

Peacebuilding s the practice of developing policies that consolidate
peace and restore order through political, economic, and Social reforms.
Primarily, it depends on the security, economic, and political dynamics of the
region where it is being carried out Therefore, the challenges to
‘peacebuilding in South Asia are immense. State security and peace of several
South Asian countries are threatened by non-representative regimes, foreign
interventions, internal ethnic conflcts, natural resource disputes, and
deteriorating governance structures. S0, South Asian countries are more
wulnerable to cross-border terrorism and ethnic and sectarian conficts (1], s

Extremism is another considerable impediment to peacebuilding security in the region. Perhaps the quest
for safety in Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, Bhutan, and Sri Lanka produces extremist retreat to religious
fundamentals, for instance, the consolidation of Taliban in Afghanistan and Pakistan and the resurgence of
Hindutva in India. As a resul, the peace process between the region's nations has had encouraging moments but
s continualy derailed by actsof terrorism.

For sustained peacebuilding, the focus must shift from traditional
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extremism, ethnic confiicts, disputes over natural resources, denial of

fundamental human rights, and flaling state structures are other
challenges to be overcome. Without addressing these challenges, peacebuilding in South Asia will continue to be.
adream.

Peace and goodwillare essentialconditions for humankind's survival and advancement. A state of peace:
‘must abound for e, liverty, justice, fraternity, and the pursuit of happiness. A spirt of goodwill and friendship.
‘among nations and people can "make the whole world kin." Conficts erupt, and discords arise when a civilzed
Society fais to guarantee freedom, ustice, human dignity, and equal opportunity to al citizens,
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Sikh Gurus (2] proclaim that if one considers people of one's community as friends and people of other
‘communities as enemies, one can never attain peace of mind. A feeling of universal fellowship s the foundation
for peaceful coexistence n a diverse society.

w3 AQ ¥ 3 1 39 59 fsaws w1
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‘s long as a person considers one an enemy and another a friend, his mind shall not come to rest. (. 5,
5665, p278)

‘Guru Arjan, the fifth Sikh Guru, emphasizes that one should have love.
and compassion for all. One should not nurture any feelings of enmity.
towards anyone.

&3 ¥t et feraras e Hfar o 2@ afs vl 1
Na ko bairf nahi bigana sagal sang ham ka-o ban 31
No one is my enemy, and no one is a stranger. | gt along
with everyone. (M. 5, SGG, p 129)

Sikhs are encouraged to enter a partnership of virtues with others. Such a partnership can provide astrong.
foundation for peaceful coexistence among people of iverse communities and cultures [3].

wreare feafe wggate qre ot A g 1 g o e T Qo e gt e 1
‘Avgan vikan pulhran gun ki sajh karannih. Gun ki sajh sukh Gpjai sachi bhagat karen.
Thvow aay the sins and demerts and enter the pariershp of vitues withathrs I he colabration
of virtues, peace wells up, and one can perform genuine devotional worship service. (M. 3, SGGS, p 756)

Sikhs are encouraged to take up philanthropic activiies for the welfare of all

e Gaann
Jan i seva Gtam kima.
‘Serving others is the ultimate good deed. (M. 4, SGGS, p 164)

Suppose we want to be helpful to people of another community or a cultural group, in that case, we
Should learn something about that community or group. For instance, we must learn about that community's
religious belifs, its strengths, and its history. To be influential alles to different people, we must face our
prejudices. Otherwise, unintentionall, we may act in a way that is not as helpful as we would ike. As we all learn
to be more committed and caring to each other, we willbuld a strong foundation for peaceful coexistence among.
different groups and communities. The stronger the trust and commitment people have, as individuals and among.
‘communitis, the more effective they will be in uniting around essentia ssues for asting peace in our society.
11 Guru Granth Sahib proclaims the idea of ajust and peaceful world [4].As we know, the Just world'concept
s rooted in the principles of democracy: equality, freedom, and fraternity. A just world s a corruption-free world
‘where human rights are fully respected. Cooperation and not compefition will be the basis for the dynamics of
the just world that wil also have the legal framework to enable social entrepreneurs to strive to bring the above.
directive principles into reality.
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Hun hukam ho=3 miharvan 3. Pai kove na kisai rahanda. Sabh sukhal i3 i hova halemi 3] .
Now, the Merciful Lord has issued His Command. Let no one chase after and attack anyone lse. Let all
abide in peace under this Benevolent Rule. (M. 5, SGGS, p 74)

Bhagat Ravidas, a saint poet of S Guru Granth sahib, envisions state of benevolent rule as:

9N YT HI9 A &8 gy #1Y &t 37 578 It IHEAN fisaa 5 W 48 5 4T 5 JH ATEI
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ot 2= A i I e S G AT WA Y@ 12T e wata G 3R
HIDH HIE & A wEr IR IRESTH HETH THEI| A I e § g TR IR

Begam pura sahar ko na-o. Dukh andohu nahi tihi thao. Nain tasvis hird] na mal. Khaeuf na khata na taras Javal

11111 Ab mohi kb vatan gah pa7. Ohan khair sada mere bhasi. |1 | raha-o. Karim daim sad3 patisahi. Dom

na sem ek so ahi. Abagan saga mashi. Ohain gari baséh mamir. | 2] 30 t-o sail karahi ji-o bhaval. Mahram
‘mahal na ko atkavai. Kahi Ravigds khalas chamara. Jo ham sahri so mit hamara. | 32|

Baygumpura, the city without sorrow, i the town's name. There is no suffering or anxiety. There are no wories
or taxes on commoditie. There s no fear, shortcomings, or shortage of mercy. ||1]| God's Kingdom s steady,
Stable, and eternal. There is no second or third status; all are equal there. That cityis populous and eternally
famous. Those who live there are wealthy and contented. | [2] | They strolfreely, just s they please. They
Know the Mansion of the Lord's Presence, and no ane blocks their way. Says Ravi Daas, the emancipated
shoemaker: whoever i acitizen there i afriend of mine. | 3] 2] | (Bhagat Ravidas, SGGS, p. 345)

Suppose the political leaders and policymakers continuously strve to attain this goal through consistent
efforts using all means at their disposal. In that case, peacebuilding not only in South Asia but in the whole world,
cannot be a distant dream.
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