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FOREWORD

This is a new edition of the book I edited and published
under the title of Tansar's Epistle 1o Goshrasp in 1930. I have
made corrections to the text and added a large number of notes
in order (o eclucidate better the text's difficult, ornate and

cloquent Persian prose of the twelfth century.

The Letter is supposed to have been written in the
third century by a religious man named Tansar (or Teusar),
who was contemporary with the founder of Sdssdnian empire,
Ardashér I, in answer to a letter of criticism written by the said
Goshnasp, the hereditary ruler of Patishkhwirgar, a region south
of the Caspian Sea. In that letter Goshnasp had criticized all
the measures taken by Ardashér in administerial, religious, social
and cconomic matters. Tansar, a chief Hérpadh and a supporter
of Ardashér in his claims and policies. set out to enumerate the
faults that Goshnasp had found, to refute them and to Justify
everything done and ordered by the king.

Darmesteter was the first scholar to edit and annotate the
Letter, which he published along with a Frenck translation. Further
studies by Marquart and Christensen proved that the [leter
could not have been written earlier than the sixth century, some
time between 557 and 570 A.D., with the aim to defend and
justify the policies and measures followed by Khasrow 1. after he
had put Mazdak to death and found it necessary to alter some
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