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Preface

This book investigates the temporal dimension of justice: should justice have a for-
ward-looking or backward-looking orientation? The answer seems to depend on the
weight of the reasons for repairing historical injustices as well as those of distribu-
tive justice. The main thesis of the book is that the demands to repair historical in-
justices can and must be reconciled with those of distributive justice. The temporal
dimension of justice is discussed in two contexts. The initial part of the book exam-
ines whether and under what conditions post-colonial injustices against 19th-century
Latin American indigenous peoples should be repaired. Later, the book assesses how
climate burdens should be distributed globally and how to respond to potential in-
justices arising from deviations from a fair climate transition. While the argument
for reconciling reparative obligations and distributive justice runs through all the
chapters, each chapter can stand on its own for independent reading.

Writing this book was made possible by the support of many people and insti-
tutions. I hope to mention in these lines all those who have so generously contrib-
uted in one way or another to this work. This book is based on my dissertation in
philosophy carried out at the University of Graz. I first want to express my grati-
tude to my doctoral supervisor, Lukas H. Meyer, with whom I have repeatedly dis-
cussed different parts of this book. I thank him not only for his challenging insights
with respect to all the different parts of my work but also for his support and coun-
selling. His guidance immeasurably contributed to my academic and personal
growth during my doctoral and postdoctoral studies. I am also immensely grateful
to my doctoral advisor, Timothy Waligore, who was always supportive while chal-
lenging my views and arguments. Without their guidance and support, this book
would not have been possible. I am also indebted to Andreas Føllesdal, whose com-
ments when assessing my dissertation helped tremendously to develop it into this
book.

A special thanks goes to the Austrian Science Fund (FWF) as this work is part
of research undertaken in the project “Supersession of Historical Injustice and
Changed Circumstances,” funded by the research grant P 30084.

Since coming to the University of Graz, I have learnt much about philosophy
from my colleagues Annika Böddeling, Monica Cano-Abadía, Eike Düvel, Katarina
Felka, Martina Fürst, Laura García-Portela, Sabine Hohl, Jeroen Hopster, Seun-
ghyun Song, Anna Klieber, Jonathan Knutzen, Rutger Lazou, Kian Mintz-Woo,
Ross Mittiga, Susana Monsó, Elias Moser, Julian Müller, Norbert Paulo, Daniel
Petz, Adriana Placani, Thomas Pölzer, Barbara Reiter, Romina Rekers, Pranay San-
klecha, Laura Siggelkow, Antoinette Scherz, and Harald Stelzer.
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A special thanks to Kanita Kovacevic and the student assistants of the section
of Practical Philosophy of the University of Graz without whose support and help I
could have not written this book. Thanks to Deborah Biging, Katharina Hiebaum,
Patricia Hodajeu, Benjamin Paul Hofbauer, Daniel Lassnig, Benedikt Namdar, Pal-
oma Puljic, Lena Remich, Henrike Sannecke, Gunter Schüßler, Bruce Straight, and
Klemens Wieringer.

I also want to thank my colleagues from the Austrian Climate Research Pro-
gram (ACRP) project LEXAT: Legitimate Expectations and Austria’s Transformation
to a Low-Carbon Society and Economy, financed by the Austrian Klimafonds: Karl
Steiniger, Eva Schulev-Steindl, Keith Williges, Miriam Hofer, and Stefan Nabernegg.
The discussions I had with them definitely improved the quality of this work. I also
benefited from discussions with colleagues from the School of Law at the Univer-
sity of Graz. I want to thank Wolfgang Benedek, Carlotta Garofalo, Johana Heine-
mann, Christian Hiebaum, Larissa Houston, Matthias Klatt, Hector Moralez-Zúñiga,
and Oliver Ruppel. I also benefited further from questions and comments from my
students in the courses I have taught at the University of Graz.

I would especially like to thank Eduardo Rivera-Lopez for discussing several
parts of this book at different events and for hosting me at Torcuato Di Tella Uni-
versity (Buenos Aires) when I was doing research there. I am also indebted to the
free and public education system of Argentina. My previous studies at the Córdoba
National University, along with my previous positions at CONICET (National Scien-
tific and Technical Research Council – Argentina) and at the Centre for Legal and
Social Research of the Law School of Córdoba National University have undoubted-
ly contributed to this work.

I presented different parts of this work at three workshops organised at the
University of Graz: The Temporal Orientation of Justice (2018), Justice in Time
(2022), and Climate Change and Technology (2023). Thanks to Gustaf Arrhenius,
Daniel Butt, Gordon Christie, Fausto Corvino, Burke Hendrix, David Heyd, Amy
Hondo, Andrei Marmor, Zoltan Miklosi, David Miller, Julio Montero, Paulina
Ochoa-Espejo, Jennifer Page, Alberto Pierni, Diana Piroli, Kerstin Reibold, Michele
Stua, Jeff Spinner-Halev, Jeremy Waldron, and Daniel Weinstock. I have tried to in-
corporate their comments, objections, and criticisms in order to improve this
work.

Thanks to the members of the United Kingdom Latin American Political Phi-
losophy Network (UKLPPN), the Research Group of the Article 19 of the Argentine
National Constitution (Córdoba National University), the Argentine chapter of the
International Society of Public Law (ICON-S), the Argentine Society for Philosoph-
ical Analysis (SADAF), and the program of Bioethics of the Latin America Faculty of
Social Sciences (FLACSO) – with whom I had discussions that have advanced my
scholarly work.
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I have presented different parts of this work at many conferences, workshops,
and seminars in both Europe and Latin America. I want to thank the attendees and
participants of all of them. My work has improved thanks to the comments and
objections of many people. I want to especially thank Federico Abal, Josep Agui-
ló-Regla, Svenja Ahlhaus, Macario Alemani, Ramiro Alvarez-Ugarte, Marcelo de
Araujo, Marcos de Armenteras Cabot, Gustavo Arballo, Manuel Atienza, Mauricio
Berger, Marco Billi, Gustavo Beade, Susana Borras-Pentinat, Cecilia Carrizo, Vladi-
mir Chorny, Laura Clérico, Ignacio Colombo, Leandro Dias, Cristian Dimitriu,
Tom Donahue-Ochoa, Jamie Draper, Göran Duus-Otterström, Juan Espíndola, Caro-
lina Fernandez-Blanco, Veronika Fikfak, Francisco García-Gibson, Luis García-Vali-
ña, Roberto Gargarella, Ignacio Giuffre, Axel Gosseries, Fergus Green, Daniel Gon-
zales-Lagier, Juan Iosa, Ula Kos, Andrej Kristan, Victoria Kristan, Guillermo
Lariguet, Isabel Lifante-Vidal, Esteban Llamosas, Fernando Lizárraga, Daniel
Loewe, Florencia Luna, Maeve McKeown, Michele Manghini, Laura Manrique,
Macarena Marey, Ignacio Mastroleo, Leticia Morales, Catherine Lu, Michael
Luoma, Nahuel Maisley, Santiago Mollis, Ezequiel Monti, Ramiro Moyano, Peter
Newell, Linnéa Nordlander, Emanuel Olivares, Edward Page, Diego Papayanis, Mat-
ias Parmigiani, Carmen Pavel, Alessandro Pinzani, Silvina Ramirez, Victoria Roca,
Miguel Angel Rodilla, Diego Romero-Rivero, Liliana Ronconi, Dominic Roser, María
Florencia Santi, Rodrigo Sanchez-Brígido, Manuel Serrano, Patricia Sorribas, Anna
Stilz, Yusra Suedi, Mariela Tulian, Moises Vaca, Adriana Vercellone, Carlos Villa-
nueva, Paola Villavicencio-Calzadilla, Luis Viveros-Montoya, Ivo Wallimann-Helm-
er and Laura Zúñiga-Rodriguez.

A special “lockdown” thanks goes out to Lucas Misseri and Anna Bugajska for
the remote online reunions during the pandemic that became regular bi-weekly
meetings in which we discussed drafts of our forthcoming publications. I am
also incredibly grateful to Suyai Garcia-Gualda and Martin Llamacán-Cárdenas,
who I only met during the later stages of the process of writing this book and
whose knowledge about the Mapuche People helped me revise many of my earlier
arguments and views. My book owes much to their comments.

Earlier versions of some parts of this book appear in Análisis Filosófico (2021,
41/1: 7–36), Doxa (2023, 47: 163– 182), Critical Review of International Social and Po-
litical Philosophy (2022, 25/3: 364–379), the Encyclopaedia of the Philosophy of Law
and Social Philosophy (2023, 1647– 1654), the European Journal of Political Theory
(2024, 23/1: 65–84), and in Moral Philosophy and Politics (2023, 10/1: 203–224). A
special thanks to these journals, as well as to the anonymous reviewers who help-
ed me improve the arguments that appear in this book.

I am tremendously grateful to De Gruyter Brill for trusting in the publication
of this book – particularly, the editors of the series, ‘Ideen und Argumente’: Anna
Goppel, Daniel Eggers, Wilfried Hinsch, and Thomas Schmidt. A special thanks is
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due to Serena Pirrotta, Inga Lassen and two anonymous reviewers who helped me
improve several arguments in this book.

Finally, I would especially like to thank my partner and wife, Romina Rekers,
for her robust and continued support. She was always there – in the difficult times
and in the exceptionally good ones. She helped me in my journey by moving to
Graz – making my life unmeasurably happier and being at my side whenever I
needed advice or psychological and emotional support. As she is also my colleague,
she also helped me a great deal with her sharp and challenging philosophical argu-
ments at various workshops, academic events, and seminars where I presented my
work. Without exaggeration, she has heard and discussed countless times every
line of this book. ¡Gracias!
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