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LOI MO PAU

Cudn sach nay gidi thiéu tuyén tip truyén ngu ngdn ngan
mang tén Bo6i C4 cua tac gia Vuong Quan Hoang. Sach dugc
bién dich va bién tap song ngir, tiéng Viét va tiéng Anh, véi
muc dich gidi thiéu cho ban doc quéc té vé van hoa Viét

Nam qua nhirng cau chuyén gian di, hai hudc cua xo6m chim.

Mot s6 mau chuyén di timg duoc dang trong muc Khoang
Ling cta tap chi Kinh Té va Dy Bdo rai réac tir naim 2017 dén
nam 2020. Tuy nhién, day 1a 1an dau tién tt ca cac chuyén
duoc tac gia Vuwong Quan Hoang chip but, bao gdm chuyén
chua dugce xuat ban, duoc téng hop va bién dich mot cach

tron ven nhat.

Cau chuyén ciia Béi Ca diy tinh khoi hai, cham biém, va ciing
khong kém phan tham thuy, nhu nhiing 16i binh sau sic vé cac
van dé x4 hoi khac nhau. Chiing toi hy vong cudn sach s&é mang
lai mot goc nhin véi vé cude séng, boi dang sau tiéng cudi trao
phiing nay 14 suy nghi chan thyc vé gia tri nhan van trong 16i

hanh x1r va trng xtr xa hoi.

Ha No6i, ngay 1 thang 7, 2021
Téc gia Vuong Quan Hoang
Bién tap vién Nguyén T6 Hong Kong



FOREWORD

This is a collection of short stories centering around the protag-
onist character, Kingfisher, written by Quan-Hoang Vuong. The
book is translated and edited in bilingual format, so that the
original Vietnamese version is presented in tandem with the
English translation. We aim to introduce international readers
to snippets of Vietnamese culture through the ordinary yet
humorous life of the bird village.

A number of these short stories have been published in the
Khoang Ling (Quiet Moment) column of the journal Kinh Té
va Dy Bao (Economy and Forecast Review) from 2017 to 2020.
However, this is the first time that the collection of Kingfisher
stories by author Quan-Hoang Vuong is published in its entirety,

covering stories that have not been published elsewhere.

The stories of Kingfisher are full of humor and satire, while also
deep in social commentary. We hope that the book brings readers
joy and some food for thought, for beyond satire is genuine

contemplation of the humanistic values in our life.

Hanoi, July 1, 2021
Author Quan-Hoang Vuong
Translator Hong-Kong To Nguyen
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1. KE HOACH HOAN HAO

Ngai Bo6i-Ca hiéu sau biét rong, lai cling co dau 6c lap ké
hoach chi li.

Bita nay, to0 mo sang ngai da dau trén canh cao suy tu. Ngai
c6 thé kiém soat toc do bay, khi nhanh luc cham. Vay tinh sao
cho khi thu tha, lac khan truong, viéc bt ca do ton stc.

Kinh nghiém xir Iy bon ca dudi ao gitp ngai doan biét con nio
to hay bé, mau le hay 16 do. Nho vay, lam cha duoc co hoi v
chdp chuan nhét, thé méi nhiéu thoi gian dé suy ngdm chuyén
thién dia.

Ngai lai hiéu ca long minh, sttc voc dy ngay may bira, moi bira
may con, bict rd sy danh dum nay mai. Cé4 con ch¢ 16n, ca to
x01 trudc.

Van chuyén, ngai tinh dugc ca.

Nghi nhap, roi 1én ké hoach dé hanh dong. Viéc “van tru” éy
ngai ciing thao 1am. Ké hoach xong, chua yén tdm, lai chinh.
Pham 1a sy hoan héo thi doi hoi ky cong. Co6 phdi lam lai bao
lan B6i-Ca ciing khong né ha... C{r thé, ngai miét mai sy ng-
hi€p toan hoc.

Hét ngay, ngai hét strc tam dac véi ke hoach kiém an hoan hao
duogc soan ra. Chi c¢6 diéu, d&m dén rat khoé ngu vi doi.



1. THE PERFECT PLAN

Kingfisher is one of deep knowledge and meticulous planning.

It is just the crack of dawn when he is seen perching atop a
tree. With his impeccable ability to control the flight speed,
such as when to slow down or when to speed up, he could
calculate at ease the optimal way to catching fish.

Added his experience in dealing with the fish in pond, he
could tell from afar which one is big, small, nimble, or leaden.
Only by seizing the catch in its most exacting moment could
he save plenty of time to muse over worldly matters.

Knowing thyself, Kingfisher plans each and every meal per
his appetite, and thus, keeps track of his fish inventory. The
small fish have got to wait, and the big fish have got to go.

The perfectionist he is, he calculates everything.

First come the ideas, then comes an action plan. Never mind
the planning required, he excels at this — if a plan is incom-
plete or not assuring enough, he would correct it. Perfection
naturally calls for dedication and diligence. No matter how
many times it takes him to correct his plans, he does not mind,
for he is immersed in these mathematical calculations.

When night falls, he smiles with the utmost pride and satisfac-
tion at the perfect plan to catch fish. Well, the problem is, he
cannot fall asleep on an empty stomach.



Bui Quang Khiém
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