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 By denying sui generis causal efficacy to structure, methodological 
individualism thereby removes the very ontological rug from under its 
epistemological feet. In brief, it is constitutive of school effectiveness 
research methodology in its attachment to actualism. The atemporal 
focus on discrete events Ð on what atomised individuals do here and 
now Ð results in hyper-voluntarism. It would conceivably be denied 
that school effectiveness research focuses on the `here and now'. But 
methodological individualism implicitly suspends temporality Archer, 
1999). It has to do this because to incorporate time into one's analysis is 
to acknowledge the temporal priority of socio-cultural conditioning. In 
other words, social analysis is possible because of the fact that structure 
and agency are not co-extensive. It is because `structure and agency are 
phased over different tracts of time [that we are able] to formulate 
practical social theories in terms of the former being prior to the latter, 
having autonomy from it and exerting a causal influence upon it' 
(Archer, 1996, p. 694). For example, any substantive study of the 
imposition of the National Curriculum and assessment procedures for 
all 7, 11 and 14 year-olds requires an analysis of (a) the education system 
before promulgation of the latter (that is, structural conditioning), (b) 
interaction between corporate groups and central government (social 
interaction) and (c) the subsequent outcome (stasis or elaboration). The 
a±b±c sequential schema is predicated on the fact that structure and 
agency are not coterminous Ð they operate over different tracts of time. 
Thus school effectiveness methodology (or `theory') cannot even begin 
to provide an adequate account of the contextual factors that causally 
condition what happens in schools. The limits to what can be 
realistically achieved within the macro parameters of local management 
of schools, standardised testing arrangements and quasi-market 
mechanisms can never be considered, let alone theorised, by positivist 
methodology.
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10. See Archer (1999) for an extended discussion on internal and external social relations.
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