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Abstract

In 139 BC, Liu An presented the Huainanzi to Emperor Wu. Nowadays, most Western
scholars argue that the Huainanzi has a “root-branches” structure. However, given that
the author of the Yao Lue chapter (probably Liu An himself) asks the readers to read
the Huainanzi from the beginning to its end in a successive order, and given that the
text is designed in such a way as to prevent readers from “departing from the root and
moving closer to the branches” (B A<5EK), it would be self-contradictory if any

“branch” chapters are placed towards the end of the Huainanzi.

This thesis examines the postface of the Huainanzi (Chapter 21, “Yaolue” [An
Overview of the Essentials]) in detail. Based on the internal evidence, it is argued that
the Huainanzi has a “root-branches-great root” structure. Chapters 1-8 of the
Huainanzi belong to the “root” and discuss “the patterns of Heaven and Earth” (CK:3F
Z ##). Chapters 9-18 belong to the “branches” and discuss “the affairs of the human
realm” (A ffj 2 Z&). Chapters 19 and 20 together form the “great root” (KA) and are
devoted to the discussion of “the way of emperors and kings”. (7% -7 7H) Since the
Huainanzi is “the book of Liu Clan”(2[X, 2 ), chapters 19 and 20 which outline the

way of emperors and kings are obviously the most important and authoritative chapters.
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36 John S. Major et al. ed. & trans, The Huainanzi: A Guide to the Theory and Practice of Government
in Early Han China, p.15: “We agree with Le Blanc’s description of the structure of the text and his
argument that the text shifts from basic principles to applications and illustrations. [...] It is further
supported by the explicit language of the postface, which characterizes the change in emphasis in
accordance with two complementary claims: that the work moves from explicating principles of the
Way (dao #&) to illustrating its various applications in affairs (shi ZE; that is, the ordinary tasks and
concerns of human), and from roots (ben 7) to branches (mo K).”
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HIl B " Principal insertion - &2 " Principal insertion A2 5% 1] £ Dirk Meyer, Philosophy on Bamboo
(Leiden: Brill, 2012), p.99 Ll & Dirk Meyer, “Truth Claim with no Claim to Truth: Text and
Performance of the “Qiushui” Chapter of the Zhuangzi” in Joachim Gentz and Dirk Meyer eds., Literary
Form of Argument in Early China (Leiden: Brill, 2014), p.306 n.28.
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38 John S. Major et al. ed. & trans, The Huainanzi: A Guide to the Theory and Practice of Government
in Early Han China, p.14 : “There [5[&+% : 5§ (20 )] , readers will see that they are intended to
proceed from the beginning of the work to its end, reading its chapters successively and reaping the
benefits that each offers. Thus the Huainanzi constitutes a coherent work, following a purposeful
organization that is anything but haphazard. The authors’ vision of the text is one of interlinked and
overarching coherence built on a cumulative reading of its individual chapters.” Y £ Judson Murray,
“A Study of ‘Yao Lue’, ‘A Summary of the Essentials’: The Huainanzi from the Point of View of the
Postface,” in Early China 29, 2014: 75&78; Martin Kern,“Creating a Book and Performing It:
TheYaoliie’Chapter of Huainanzi as a Western Han Fu.”In The Huainanzi and Textual Production in
Early China, ed. Sarah A. Queen and Michael Puett, pp.134-136.
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Thus, if we speak of the Way but do not speak of affairs,

There would be no means to shift with the times.
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[Conversely], if we speak of affairs but do not speak of the Way,

There would be no means to move with [to process of] transformation. ( FE5% ==& FTI0)
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3 2% Martin Kern, “Creating a Book and Performing It: The ‘Yaoliie’ Chapter of Huainanzi as a
Western Han Fu,” in The Huainanzi and Textual Production in Early China, ed. Sarah A. Queen and
Michael Puett, p. 137.

AT (CEFT) HIRERZEE i (E8) BRI H 444 -

1 John S. Major et al. ed. & trans, The Huamanzi: A Guide to the Theory and Practice of Government
in Early Han China, p.14: “We agree with Le Blanc’s description of the structure of the text and his
argument that the text shifts from basic principle to applications and illustrations. It is supported by a
consideration of the chapter titles. The titles of the first twenty chpaters of the text rhyme; the first rhyme
sequence ends with the titles of chaper 8, and the title of chaper 9 begins a new rhyme sequence.”
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Then with the death of Empress Dowager Dou in 135, Liu An’s ambitions
suffered a serious setback. Emperor Wu, now a strong-minded young man, set
about purging the court of figures favored by the late Empress Dowager and
her son Emperor Jing, men whose views, like Liu An’s Huainanzi, privileged

the canonical status of the Laozi. Liu An now found his position shifting from
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that of a would-be uncle/advisor to the emperor, to the compiler of a potentially
seditious political work informed by a disfavored point of view. His gamble in
presenting the Huainanzi to the throne had not succeeded, and he himself was

in a dangerous position.*?

N4 Harold Roth f§H :

In the end Wudi did not adapt the innovative Daoist syncretism in the
Huainanzi and instead chose to ally his government with the Confucian

bureaucratic and their own textual traditions.>?’
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his own importance as a member of the imperial family and the ruler of a territorial kingdom. The strong
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supports this interpretation, as the Laozi enjoyed substantial imperial patronage at the time.”
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338 John S. Major et al. ed. & trans, The Huainanzi: A Guide to the Theory and Practice of Government
in Early Han China, p.10: “[...]it seems most unlikely that the work was written specifically for
Emperor Wu.”
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