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ABSTRACT

The first signs of historical settlements in Tirana date back to the year 1614.

These settlements and
their road system belong to the Ottoman city structure.
Nowadays this historic north east area of Tirana consists of a conglomeration of
buildings that date back
to different historical periods. A good part of these dwellings are informal ones,
which damage the
morphology of the area.
In this paper is considering a genuine historical basis to create an intervention model
in this specific area
of Tirana. The total surface of the area which is rigorously analyzed is 2.08 ha.
Regulatory plans that will
be considered for this analysis are: the regulatory plan of 1917, 1921, 1937, 1953,
1980, up to today (the
existing situation of the city of Tirana).
The whole area will be analyzed including the typical road system; the typical
structure of the dwellings,
and the typical morphology of the area.
All dwellings will be filed, according to historical dating situation and the
existing situation.
Current local general (PPV) plan provides a radical intervention in this area
which seriously damages
istori ' f city of Tirana.
tl] T@B@c@a&rﬁéﬁﬁd focuses to a territorial development model recovering it and
Base city shape stands unconsciously or not in the manner how axes areptatsdaging it,

(inco ra iig' 0 }ghcurrent regulatory plan). The new model will be clearly detailed
t Y .
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typo Ogﬁfontaneous activities
and urban factors.

Formerly, only a green area existed, which was unelaborated by human being.

Once the humans 267 -1
decided to build their residences, the area took the shape of a commune made of several
coils/rings. At the
beginning the residence building was spontaneous in amateurish way, due to that was
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labyrinth, which in many directions doesn’t have ways daharacteristic of ottoman
cities). As the

population was growing even the number of the residences was growing and
without having many
options they will try to adapt to the existing road system with very few exceptions.

The urban area has a set of different typological characteristics which vary in time.

From attributes

of the vernacular character, to organic ones around XIX century then comes
the masterly residences
(beginning of XX century). After the 1920, various residences and buildings arise
created by architects

[2]. The systems of streets
The area in subject is one of primeval area in Tirana. This area is positioned

The niwiriisteestodTTieaRa converge to the centre. Some of them were wide, some of

city centre and it covers a surface of 2.08 ha. It is included within her them narrow,
bisiesiopkbreoreraigfhisblacaiete often broken and particularly curved. Some of
aurodreatgind kemsyamgheaway from Tirana city centre.
network of roads of ti i 3 4 (Al e
Wauld measure 2 to
12 metres in width ai_ [~

F_i%ure 1. Left Ne;[i;vofks of rbvéds resemblingr fo a leaf or butterfly wings (Web 1),
right : extract of
th e map of Tirana (Doctorate group 2013 Tirana, Albania).

One can observe the resemblance of the network of roads with compared
with actual urban
situation of Tirana. The resemblance is very clear. The main arteries that are linked
together form a good
well defined zone , and the other roads some of them blind ones give character to the
zone. Firstly it were
createrhae ABUagierasie 1 adies thityvere created the secondary roads branching from
main streets, after
that wergsciaatRdithen iy tiasy gepesisometioé them perndicular 1 18e wREOMMIANYIRG@Sction of ‘Zajmin’
angadidile, sldh will be demolished for v arious planning reasons, related to the junction between

was created a homogenous field. ‘Dibra’
and ‘Thanas Ziko’ rod%
1.2
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Figure 2: Left: Google earth (specification on roads designation). Right : Ortho photo
of the area
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The area benefits of traditional texture, but often this texture is erased from
the construction

between the years 60’s, 80's or those after 90’'s. In some areas some villas has remain in the form
islands in high density urban areas, meanwhile in some areas there is a
preserved urban texture
Evolutionary process of the area and the history that it carries is important not only as
capital of Albania
but also as evidence of the past. The long historical journey through maps was a very
fruitful process in
the exaction of the dat  es of some historic buildings of the area with the most important
historical value
that they carry out. Also the obtained information directly from residents in the area was
very important to
define the term “collective memory area”.
The traditional techniques of realizing buildings, materials used, and the
evidence of a particular
architectural language are the subject of this paper. An additional reason for this
study is the
understanding of the vulnerability of certain buildings to be destroyed or transformed
which depends on
several factors such as: resident’s income, the position in relation to the road, the mix use of businesses on
the ground floor, number of floors, construction method, property disputes etc.
It is important to underline that the building area is treated with traditional
handcraft but also with
authentic architectural projects. This architecture was later prepared by the
architect and engineer
educated and characterized by an unstable social and historical development in certain
stages, especially
in that between the two world wars. Local architects and engineers have not yet
establish a national
RhysiagIBTOR ESpedRIp LI e AeoNG YEaRStIl carried the impacts of schools
where they were
fonradyrdptiscdligioniesis ddian siiea 1851 aheadisty ivfvbivrdiciershaadhdifiesebtses
typologies. Initially the of quarry on the
dregllingsibjete Astyrdirgpicudthd nvernatotval(eneg e evhidheteskifiacemesu)iethen
thet Helelungss vesdts
roads dytlibanterfthe(tbatdxeginnihe obdcoendweiideintheentiey andlallerbeing mainly
eftselPOrelanrd, thethe
dinaltiogsivtere wladedyanchitéets. with ending roads (dead end) and grounds
forme&niall reathrjgnitaiopkts are mainly filled of villas overlooking the front fagcade facing
Accorttirijetstrert. deeper analyses in 1917, the area in subject existed also a
Waecarnduitrstnralisstadeasand even of the back gates and the yard, the dwelling wall
senifasbtechiniglidgs  could function since that time (Bushati, 2012).
and the fRsfereling wallsniling, masapedofatisesisienmahatereus tafbmianddhery

repetition of the same mapping and also in
thetivieerVbativaysharete builtingapese plasteredoieal iganstiate laagh@seesyeimporsant
rolehdeteapiaiog are

tisticele wictiiestaendientis pasiesanmalsd ckishaoioap Miidmtie v nacitee part of

birédthgs tavitielceretre of the

hreth Witheatauithliprigkaryesitiorethey thi@ied ieeberildomevu typieh o fgpoiidithdsavirigka
buddingoramstthgnwith

theynesiahlisbestiebroad field of application in plaster decorative elements (Bushati,

20Rferring to both maps (1917’s; 1921’s) it Jg, Npticeable a minimal transformation mainly at the
residence and less atthe road system. In regards to the road system one can

observe a tendency for

creating undefined grounds from the urban point of view. It is noticed a tendency

that opposes the logic of



In the 1937 it is noticed an intensification of the residences, penetrating also in her
heartland. The

ownership lines are evidently clear and the residences are clearly defined.
Analyses show a clear

evolution in the property. The property is more parcelled which shows that over it
are made economical

transactions such as: buying and selling, or selling by dividing the property in
smaller assets. In the map

of this year one can observe clearly the dating of the residences, where on dark
colou™ W RN bk e
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Figure 3: Historical development among years and present situation, (K.
Xhexhi 2013)

In the 1953 it is noticed the preservation of the same approach on road
characteristics, more or less
same urban morphology and new sporadic buildings which respects very well
the height of the area,
meanwhile in terms of district mostly the new building have replaced old ones. The
interventions on it
during these years result to be minimal. The central square has more a transit
character. Anyway is
evident that the traces of it are being transported from the past exactly in the
intersection of some main
roads of the area. It could be noticed easily that the character is determined by the
properties (the roads
are mainly established between two properties), leaving those intact and stretched
up to the walls of the
properties.
The authenticity of the area consists in non-infringing her historical values at
least till this period.
In continuance of this idea in this block should be intervened with a restoring and
conservative logic in
order to preserve its unique values. New buildingf.é%fr‘é an integral part of a single
property respecting this
way the rights on the property. In this map the signs of the spring are still evident as
an integral part of the



time was just two words: standardization and characterization. The aim was
to reduce the cost of the

dwellings.
There are cases when the state buildings are being constructed even across the
borders between two
or three properties, without taking into account the borders of the properties, but
anyway aligned with the
main streets. The logic of the design (socialist logic) was the confrontation of the
building directly to the
sidewalk, so the sidewalk could profit from symbioses relations to be revitalized.
In the residences it is noticed a tendency to be as close as possible to each
3 CURRENT SITUATION other. This is also
reflected in a series of existing building, mainly profiting from an existing
objectNiagadeigideheschithiesical centre of the town is in a shocking condition.
could Feduetalthdifficesticsf thw dwelling. Generally these dwellings have a
pesitiontsreeé daekii@léype negative role in the restoration of these dwellings,
lespegfinpahe ahasagdter of the area.
seductive offers from construction companies which compensate them with new
apartments. Against a
signed contract, residents provide their legitimate land for construction of new buildings.
In some cases
the demolition of old buildings did not happen due to discrepancy and irregularity
in property
documentations. From the historical point of view this obstacle results to be positive. The
area is risking
to change from a zone with ground floor buildings to tall (multi floor) one. We
can truly say that this
living quarter is one of the few remaining from old Tirana town reflecting a reality of our
past, proud for
its values ¢
High
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usually it is ggMet@fttion, (K.Xhexhi 2013)
by tiles giving the proper importance to it and proper protection toward atmospheric

agapda: technical data: Total area 2.08ha, Coefficient of utilization of the territory37%,
the buildings

intensity 1.8, Total population 440 inhabitants, Density 220 inhabitants/ha.

The map above is a historical synthesis and an information mapping as regards to all
buildings in the area.

It is also important to mention that the dominant parts of the dwellings are covered
in roofs, which gives

character to the area. The vines themes upon the terrace are also noticeable. The
second map defines a

method of classification of the buildings basedgpr the three following criteria:
buildings which are in

contrast with the construction site, modifiable buildings and historical buildings
which are preserved for

their valiiee There ic alen the cateaoryv of rinnned biiildinae which become an



From the aerial view we can clearly notice the different heights of the
building, along with the

squaring of the properties with surrounding walls. The high buildings were built
mainly after 80s or 90s,

damaging the harmony of the area. They are considered foreign structures in the
current urban context.
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Figure 5: Existing situation, S-W angle; S-E angle; N-E angle; N-W angle;(K.
Xhexhi 2013)
L | )
2013) Figljré 6: Existing situation, panoramic view of the area; (K. Xhexhi

The trend for new buildings in the existing area character can be easily noticed. This
is due to the
sole reason of deterioration of the existing buildings and of the logic of
profiting from new luxurious
apartmreesliothe apsaN hERYBRE [t khe main reasons of the lack of investment
and maintenance of the
historical Phédingi: wingiagitheradaiaidsahasdfubndegrasiatioea clearly defines the
buildings which shall be

demolished and the buildings which shall be modified. Respectively, the red building
shall be demo* P e

and the violet
maintained.

Eioglugr)e 7: Intervention classification and existing situation plan (K. Xhexhi,

Their modification shall be handled basically in various methods:
-Interventions concerning only the roof configuration (alternation from flat roofs
to angled roofs, in
accordance with the character of the area).
-Interventions concerning demolition or extension of the buildings, which is
translated as minimal

transformation, in order to create better urban cogg;ti%ns.



-Interventions concerning the reduction of a maximum of 2 floors and construction of
angled roofs

in the respective buildings.

-Interventions of restoration nature by demolishing the new buildings

(lacking historical values)
which have damaged the integrity of the historical buildings by bringing the missing
parts PERRNOSEMEINTERVENTION
past in order to become part of the urban reality again.

The method of intervention in these areas is relatively difficult. The area
should immediately

reclaim its equilibrium. This can only be achieved through the conservation and
assessment of historical
urban assets and pursuant to this, the Municipality of Tirana should modify the
forecast on this historical
area. We m h
entire neigr
and the ne«. \
should be
recovery te :

h sl = %y

Figure 8: Proposed intervention ( K. Xhexhi 2013)
As cultural heritage, this area is one of the few valuable areas of Tirana,
which shows the

organizational method of old street systems (spontaneous) that suit the development of

the city. It also is

an indicator of the old Tirana building typology. During the city evolvement, some of the

buildings have

lost their previous function; they have been transformed or have remained as

empty and abandoned

spaces, thus losing their previous vitality. Also, these buildings have not received the

proper attention due

to the various economic, political and social factors occurring through the years.

Nevertheless, th e

inhabitants do not let their houses fall ap art due to the passing of time (Bushati, 2012).
The logic of intervention is easy. The buildings in contrast to the area shall be
demolished. A part

of them shall be modified and transformed and a part shall be newly built with

the aim to achieve an

acceptable building intensity and a considerable amount of compensation for the

inhabitants who lose

their homes due to demolition. The new buildings shall be built mainly in the

south-eastern and north-

eastern side, where there shall be more demolished houses. The use of certain

type units which are

repeated to provide a faster pace to the intervention makes the area more readable

architectonically-wise,

by creating more urban corridors. According tg.the new proposed intervention

scheme, the technical-

urban parameters have a slight difference. The territory exploitation coefficient is

reduced to 35%, the

buildina inten<itv to 1% and the densitv is alco rediuiced to annroximatelv 200



ggglu:;)e 9 Proposed mterventlon S- W angle S N angle N-W angle ( K. Xhexh|

The spaces designated for parking are mainly private and non-public. The cars

should adapt to the
historical urban context and not vice-versa. Another important element of the new
planning proposal is
the water source that reappears. Its documented history dates back from 1917. It is
also read in the 1921,
1937 and 1953
that the return of
water source in t
source weaves B =1l
the north-westerff _gs s gl ' e es of
the water source IS ki, re
dedicated again

Figure 11: Proposal panoramic view (K Xhexhi 2013)
Analyzing the existing situation of the panoramic view compared to the
proposed view, one
undoubtedly sees a great change. In the second view, the area calmness is evident.
The buildings do not
exceed the maximum number of two floors and the silhouette is unchanged. On the
6ther RPN GhWHANS
view we have an interruption of this calmness due to the multi-floor buildings.
Completely contrary to the 2012 GAP which approves a large intensification
with different
intervention schemes and various building typologies (linear, L-shaped, chain
placement, U-shaped)
(Municipality of Tirana 2012), (K.Leka plus et al) this exercise makes us reflect on the
really great values
EtdERENESeSwvalls in all these years. How can one damage such treasure which
the time took care so
Busiato deadllkhd Witkdervidragesh BtisiaAaiditome&poken out loudly!

Bushati V., 2012 “Vilat e Tiranes”, BotimeAfrojdit, pp.198
Municipality of Tirana, Albania, 2012Pblitika e zhvillimit te territorit 2012 !
Leka K., plus et al, Planifikimi dhe zhvillimi | territorit ne Shqiperi. Manual teknik
i planifikimitdhe
kontrollit te zhvillimit per vendimmarresit, profesionistet dhe zhvilluesit.

Web-1: https://www.google.al/search?g=network+of+streets+leaf&source
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