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Fatih YILMAZ*
New Christian Epitaphs from Yozgat

ABSTRACT: From the 1920’s onwards in Yozgat and its vicinity in the interior of Asia Minor
field surveys and excavations have been increasingly undertaken. One recent project is an ar-
chaeological survey of the whole province of Yozgat which began in 2017 with the participa-
tion of many academics from different universities and disciplines. Through this survey, which
covers a large area, research in just a few regions has been completed. In this article, seventeen
Christian epitaphs discovered at and around the village of Giinesli (east of Tavium), Aydincik,
Basilika Therma (Sarikaya) and Cayiralan, mostly dating from the V*—VI" centuries A.D. are
presented. Three of them are fragmentary and a few are badly damaged. A carved bilingual
Latin/Greek inscription records the «running» metaphor frequently employed by the Apostle
Paul, all the other inscriptions introduced are Greek. There are interesting differences and anal-
ogies for the motifs on these gravestones and for the formulas employed in the epitaphs within
the surrounding region.

KEYWORDS: Yozgat, Tavium, Christian Epitaph, Runner, Apostle Paul, Byzantine Epigraphy.

The project entitled «Archaeological Survey in Yozgat and its Districts» has been conducted since 2017
by a team led by Dr. Hacer Sancaktar from Bozok University with the permission of the Ministry of
Culture and Tourism.! The survey includes the whole area of the province of Yozgat situated at the bor-
ders of the regions defined in antiquity as Galatia, Pontus, and Cappadocia. The dominant settlement
patterns in the survey area are rural villages, the only settlement of urban character is Tavium
(Biiyliknefes), which lies in the northwest part of the Province. Despite the fact that epigraphic surveys
in the region are similarly restricted, inscriptions have been increasingly recorded there by travellers and
scholars since the 19% century.> Some corpora, catalogues and articles with epigraphic content from the
modern province have recently presented a general view of Byzantine Period of the field: In 1982, Ste-
phen Mitchell included the inscriptions of western Yozgat in his catalogue entitled «The Ankara Dis-
trict: The Inscriptions of North Galatia» (RECAM II). Later, in 2007, David French recorded many in-
scriptions from museums in Yozgat and in the surrounding provinces.? Finally, in 2011, a corpus of the
Yozgat Museum with a collection of inscriptions from various areas in the city was edited by Christian
Wallner.*

* Ars. Gor. Fatih YILMAZ, Akdeniz Universitesi, Akdeniz Uygarliklar1 Arastirma Enstitiisii, Akdeniz Eskicag
Arastirmalari, Antalya/Tiirkiye (fatihyilmaz@akdeniz.edu.tr | ORCID: 0000-0002-5820-3754).

! For the first report of the survey see Sancaktar et al. 2019. The settlements within the borders of Yozgat date from
the Late Chalcolithic Age and continued through the Iron Age. In some areas, this chronology continued into the
Late Roman and Byzantine periods. For the detailed research history of Yozgat concerning these periods see
Strobel — Gerber 2000, 215-224 and Sancaktar et al. 2019, 142-145.

2 For the history of epigraphic research at Yozgat see 1.Yozgat pp.15-16.

3 In addition to his many epigraphic studies, especially on the ancient road systems, D. French (2007, 70-72) has
published various Byzantine inscriptions from Sorgun, Sarikaya, Akdagmadeni, and Cayiralan within the borders
of the province Yozgat.

4 Wallner provided an addendum to his book entitled «Die Inschriften des Museums in Yozgat» in 2015. He also
published some inscriptions from surveys around Tavium, see Wallner 2017. The last publication contains the
newly found Christian epitaphs from the same place, see his article in this volume.
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In the bilingual epitaph no. 15 found near Basilika Therma (Sarikaya), the expressions both «curres; curro /
Tpéyerc; tpéyo» and «ubique; ubi usque / Emg mod; Emg MSex refer to some passages from the Bible. The
Apostle Paul, in particular, uses it as a metaphor, that life is a race and running aims to approach God and an
eternal life. Although very similar examples in Greek have emerged from different regions, this is the first to
be documented in Latin. Not only this inscription, but also some Christian gravestones from Aydincik sup-
port a message from the Holy Bible through the motifs employed. On these gravestones, the vine branches
that come out from the top and bottom of the cross and are curved inwards symbolize the narrative provided
in passages in the Bible. While Jesus describes himself as the vine, those who believed in him are his branch-
es, as in the Gospels of the New Testament (Ev. Jo. 15.5: &y el 1| dpmelog, Opels to kAipota). The carv-
ing of four vine branches from the cross on the grave stele probably served to indicate this, as is the case with
some of the other inscriptions presented here, that repeat this motif: nos. 6-8, 10, 12—14.%!

Finally, unfortunately none of the inscriptions presented here was found in situ. Most of them were reused as
spolia by local people in gardens and stables. However, the names on the stones still may contribute in defin-
ing the demographic and onomastic structure of the areas. In this context, four inscriptions carry a female
name (nos. 1, 6, 12 and 14), ten name a man (nos. 2—4, 7-8, 10-11, 13, 16—17). The names on three inscrip-
tions cannot be determined (nos. 5, 9, and 15). The disappearance of family members indicates the transfor-
mation in social and family traditions. On epitaphs of the V" and VI" centuries, family members are rarely
mentioned; instead, two phrases, namely mdvtwv ¢iog and dodrog tod O£0d, were fairly widespread, as in
the above examples nos. 1, 2 and 3.
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Yozgat Ilinden Yeni Hiristiyan Mezar Yazitlan

Oz: Yozgat ve gevresindeki arkeoloji yiizey arastirmalari ve kazilar calismalart 1920°1i yillardan itibaren
artig gostererek devam etmektedir. Bu baglamda son projelerden bir tanesi de farkli {iniversitelerden ve

disiplinlerden pek ¢ok akademisyenin katilimiyla 2017 yilinda baslatilan ve Yozgat ilinin tamamin kapsa-
yan arkeolojik ylizey arastirmalaridir. Tiim il siirlarini kapsayan bu aragtirmadaki sistematik calismalar
baz1 bolgelerde tamamlanmis durumdadir. Makalede ise Gilinesli Kdyii, Aydincik, Sarikaya ve Cayira-

lan’da bulunan ve ¢ogunlugu MS V.—VI. yiizyillara tarihlenen Hiristiyan mezar yazitlar1 tanitilmaktadir.
Yazitlarinin bir kismi sadece fragman halinde ele gegmisken, bazilari ise oldukg¢a tahrip olmus durumda-
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dir. Bunlardan birisinin iizerine, Aziz Paulus’un sik¢a dile getirdigi «kosmak» metaforu Latince ve Yu-
nanca ¢ift dilli olarak kazinmistir. Diger yazitlarin tamami Yunancadir. S6z konusu mezar taglar {izerin-
deki betimlemelerin ve mezar yazitlarindaki formiillerin bolgeler arasindaki farkliliklari ise ilgi ¢ekicidir.

ANAHTAR SOZCUKLER: Yozgat, Tavium, Hiristiyan Mezar Yaziti, Kosucu, Aziz Paulus, Bizans Epigrafisi.

Fig. 1. The Find-spots of the Epitaphs frm Yozgt
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