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Thinking the Starting Point of Chinese
Theology through Dharma as Nonduality in
Chan Buddhism

Jizhang Yi (The University of Toronto)

Abstract: Though scholars of Chinese Theology
have expanded the inter-religious dialogue between
Christian theology and traditional Chinese philosophy
and culture from Neo-Confucianism to other fields
such as Taoism, the dialogue with Chinese Buddhism,
especially Chan Buddhism, has not been carried
out yet. This article mainly reflects on the starting
point of Leung In-sing’s Chinese Theology through
the perspective of Dharma as Nonduality in Chan.
Firstly, it briefly outlines the background and basic
ideas of Chinese Theology formulated by Leung In-
sing, focusing on discussing the two fundamental
theological categories:“Relationship”and“Rapport.”T
hen, it annotates and analyzes Huineng’s“Dharma as
Nonduality.”Finally, from the perspective of Huineng,
it rethinks the starting point of Chinese Theology itself
and proposes further research questions.

Key Words: Inter-religious Dialogue, Chinese
Theology, Chan Buddhism, Dharma as Nonduality,

Academic Criticism



