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My translation practice is a political activity aimed at making language speak
for women. So, my signature on a translation means: this translation has used every

translation strategy to make the feminine visible in language.
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“An important advantage of skopos theory is that it allows the
possibility of the same text being translated in different ways according
to the purpose of the TT and the commission which is given to the

translator.”
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” If you want to influence the masses, a simple translation
is always best. Critical translations vying with the original really
are of use only for conversations the learned conduct among

themselves.”
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Introduction:

Across centuries, translation has been a way of bridging gaps among nations, as languages, in
their linguistic variety and cultural manifestation, tend to be continually adapted with those of other
peoples, since we are living in constant interaction that reduces us to a small and global village, where
each one of us is in need to know about the other, because many daunting multifaceted challenges
are facing us at global level, which requires translators and interpreters to intervene more than
necessary, as they rush to get involved as human mediators with more than two languages mastery,
stretching over the geographic spaces to use language as a tool of understanding and human

assistance.

Some translation studies argue that both translators and linguists deal with a
different cultural system, and that the role of the translator is different from that of
the normal communicator, if we assume that all of them are communicators, since
the translator is a bilingual mediating agent between monolingual communication
participants in two different language communities. Moreover, the mediating task is
complex, rational and significantly directed at some target groups of people, because
the messages being sent by interpreters in international conferences, or those
affiliated with NGOs; like relief agencies who stand as mediators between victims
and officials of different languages, or rather those who work with refugees in the
country they came to, are a deeply social language that expresses compassion, help,
tolerance and all high values of good doers, more particularly, if it comes within a

global atmosphere of solidarity and common shared experience.

It is mentioned that in times of crisis, the peoples are affected by the lack of
information about the situation they are in, added by the evolving efforts of
organizations that are tasked by the obligation of giving assistance, under all forms,
like the NGOs, need strong coordination with the members who find themselves
facing victims who don’t understand other languages, except for theirs, so they show
their need to have access to evacuation and relief actions, and here, translators with

the requisite language skills, penetrate into such linguistic communities to respond
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to them with spirit of toleration and high professionalism that is required in such

situations.

Based on this logic, and spurred by the need of humanitarian aid of peoples in
serious life settings, like catastrophes and wars, translators and interpreters define
their task as top service, feeling needed by those who live under miserable conditions,
like refugees and immigrants lacking the capability to speak other languages than
theirs, which leads us to pose the following question: to which extent translators-
interpreters are seen as human helpers in situations of distress and tragedies, and
why humanitarianism is seen as a highly valued role of those agents who travel

among languages ?
This paper is divided up into two main points.
Translation field: Beyond Linguistic Determinants
Translation: Doing Good, Humanitarianism role and tolerance sought
1/ Translation field: Beyond Linguistic Determinants:

Translation, as a process, is viewed as an act of replacing a text in one language
by a text in another, as outlined by early translation thinkers who see translation
born in the cradle of linguistics. Indeed, it is about conveying meanings carried by
language structures, but can this concept make the leap beyond our linguistic

background of understanding this field of inquiry?

Catford described translation in line with its traditional concept: “the
replacement of textual material in one language (SL) by the equivalent textual
material in another language (TL). That his concern was with maintaining a kind of

‘equivalence’ between the ST and the TT is apparent™’.

It goes without saying that any language cannot be learned and adopted as a
tool of communication away of its cultural and normative framework, since it is born
in a given environment known to be structurally and culturally different, that is why
translators, both practitioners and scholars argue, more and more, that translating is

not only a linguistic act, it may be viewed as a bridge from which we can jump to
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others, tolerating them and building a large-scale map of social and civilizational
coexistence, that does exclude all seeds of division, hatred and feeling of arrogance.
Of course, language is culturally embedded: it both expresses and shapes cultural

realityz, based on this; we really hope this concept catches on worldwide.

Moreover, translating act can be accurately sound, if it is described as a highly
humanistic process ; according to conceptual and definitional bases, translators and
interpreters alike tend to foster a humanistic mission rather than a mere utilitarian
role of language transfer among various cultural settings, as it seems, they find
themselves play a crucial role in times of peace and warn more particularly, when
they feel obliged to intervene to do their job as language mediators’ ; to strand as

interpreters between two groups of peoples who don’t understand what the other

side talk about !

Furthermore, peoples who belong to several and various social arenas, are
interacting continuously in different places and times, with their different cultures,
languages and religious beliefs, especially with the impact of the accelerated
globalization and its implications for individuals; as mass immigration and travel
movements are spreading on a daily basis, not to mention the pressing need of
professional translators who are required to translate documents of those who travel
to their country, like Syrians and Afghans, thus, it shall be more than vital to revive
anew thinking in translation studies, as a paradigm shift, so to speak, that does direct
attention of researchers to translation as a human profession, not only a linguistic
decision-making in search of the hidden meanings in the source text, as traditionally

known in this field.
2/ Translation: Doing Good, Humanitarianism role and tolerance sought:

As long as translation is considered to be a mingling between language and
humanism, as it is said before, recent literature on translation studies shifted focus to
norms embodying this activity, here, we recall the contribution of Toury, when he

highlighted this idea as follows:
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‘The translation of general values or ideas shared by a community (...) into
performance ‘instructions’ appropriate for and applicable to concrete situations.
Theses instructions specify what is prescribed and forbidden, as well as what is

tolerated and permitted in a certain behavioral dimension™

The role of translation in crises attracts attention among scholars, due to the
fact that calamities once strike a certain community, rescue groups who are called for
to rush to the places of the disaster, floods, earthquakes, bloody clashes...are agents
of conveying signs and transmitting messages, they are SOS actors, according to the
civil society vocabulary, and in this regard, Frederic and O’Brien focus on the need
of communication within and among countries under pandemics, when translators

are transmitting information efficiently and accurately.

1t is said that languages as ways of contact among peoples around the globe
are good opportunities for humanitarian response; namely, Language translation as
an ethical obligation during humanitarian crises, when speaking a foreign language
is a weapon used by translators and interpreters from different destinations, for
instance, in August 2018, Translators without Borders (TWB) surveyed a sample of
refugees in the Kutupalong—Balukhali camp (407 respondents) to better understand

their language and information needs.”

Interpreters perceive, listen, see and speak in the name of the Other, both in
the language of the symbolically and/or practically oppressed Other and in the
language of the oppressor. Yet in doing so, they paradoxically use their own voice
and language. As there can be no neutral part in mis/communication and as there is
no objective way of perceiving, analyzing, and processing information and emotions,
professional interpreters must position themselves. Numerous examples from
situations where interpreters act as intermediaries between the dominating and
violating agents of societies/states and migrants, refugees, and members of
minorities and oppressed communities illustrate the challenges involved in

simultaneously representing and mediating the speech of the Other.
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Conclusion:

In view of the above analysis, translation experts and scholars bring our
attention to the qualitative turn in translation and interpreting field, embodied in the
shift from linguistic considerations of language transfer, into how to deal with it as
an emergency humanitarian process, especially with the fact that translation has
become even more important with the advent of the internet, which makes it possible
to reach out directly to individual policymakers and translators working abroad and

in different places around the world.

The vital role of humanitarian assistance under crises is emphasized by the
United Nations and other NGOs, and translation is listed within this line of thought
and practice, besides, translation is essentially needed for good communication and
attention to the needs and values of different groups in settings of linguistic and
cultural diversity. It is therefore linked to Article 5 of the Code of Conduct for the
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and NGOs.
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