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Qu’est-ce que le moi?

Un homme qui se met & la fenétre pour voir les
passants; si je passe par 13, puis-je dire qu’il s’est
mis 14 pour me voir? Non; car il ne pense pas a
moi en particulier; mais celui qui aime quelqu’un
a cause de sa beauté, I’aime-t-il? Non; car la petite
vérole, qui tuera la beauté sans tuer la personne,
fera qu’il ne 'aimera plus.

Et si on m’aime pour mon jugement, pour ma
mémoire, m’aime-t-on? moi? Non, car je puis perdre
ces qualités sans me perdre moi-méme. Ou est donc
ce moi, il n’est ni dans le corps, ni dans I’ame? et
comment aimer le corps ou 1’dme, sinon pour ces
qualités, qui ne seront point ce qui fait le moi,
puisqu’elles sont périssables? car aimerait-on la
substance de I’dme d’une personne, abstraitement,
et quelques qualités qui y fussent? Cela ne se peut,
et serait injuste. On n’aime donc jamais personne,
mais seulement des qualités.

Blaise Pascal
Pensées
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PREFACE

The subject of this book is the first person in thought and language. The
main question concerns what we mean when we say ‘I’. Related to it are
questions about what kinds of self-consciousness and self-knowledge are
needed in order for us to have the capacity to talk about ourselves. The
emphasis is on theories of meaning and reference for ‘I’, but a fair amount
of space is devoted to ‘I’-thoughts and the role of the concept of the self in
cognition.

The purpose is to give a picture of how we think and talk about ourselves
in a wide range of circumstances. The topic has been discussed in numerous
articles during the last decades, but rarely in the form of a monograph. I felt
the need for a book of this kind while working on my dissertation. The
manuscript is the result of many years of reflection on the self and indexicals.
Some of the theories that I advance have developed as a result of my teaching
an undergraduate course in the philosophy of language the last couple of
years.

In the book, several different issues are brought together in order to give
a coherent theory of ‘I’, pertaining both to the philosophy of language and
the philosophy of mind. Among these, the reader will find the immunity to
error through misidentification that is exhibited by ‘I’ in some of its uses, the
relation between direct reference, rigid designation, and essentialism, the
role that non-conceptual content plays to cognition, and the nature of the
unity of consciousness and personal identity. The idea has been rather to
give a wide/broad picture of ‘I’ and ‘I’-thoughts than to treat exhaustively
every particular issue that is raised.

The main thesis is that ‘I’ refers indirectly through a de re sense to the
speaker as presented in the context of utterance. ‘I’ also expresses a stable
individual concept. How the information expressed by the de re sense is
gained is explained by a theory of non-conceptual content. Further, it is
argued that the concept of a speaker is intertwined with the concept of a
person. Persons are such that they can self-ascribe and be ascribed both
mental and bodily predicates and that they can think about themselves from
both a first-person and a third-person perspective.

The book is intended for philosophers in general, especially those interested
in matters having to do with the concept of the self or the concept of a
person and those with a general interest in the philosophy of language. The
text is also accessible to graduate students and advanced undergraduates.

ix



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

During my work on this manuscript I have received a great deal of help, of
different kinds and from many quarters. I will take the opportunity to express
my gratitude to all those without whom this book would not have been
possible.

First, I would like to thank the participants in the seminar in theoretical
philosophy at the Department of Philosophy in Lund, lead by Bengt Hansson,
for acute and unexpected comments on the subject. Especially Anna-Sofia
Maurin, Johannes Persson, and Fredrik Stjernberg have devoted a lot of
time to the manuscript in its various versions. Linus Brostrom struggled
through an early version of it.

Parts of the manuscript have been presented to audiences at conferences
and seminars in other places than Lund, among them Columbia University,
Gothenburg University, and Link6ping University, as well as the Conference
for Swedish Philosophy in Umead, the 10th International Congress of Logic,
Methodology and Philosophy of Science in Florence, and the Second European
Congress for Analytic Philosophy in Leeds. All comments have been most
welcome.

I owe much to the astute minds of Peter Gdrdenfors and Sten Lindstrom.
My advisor Nils-Eric Sahlin has given me invaluable support in many respects
over the years. These people have all, in their own ways, been sources of
inspiration for my work.

I have benefited from a great number of travel grants from, among others,
Crafoordska stiftelsen, Gyllenstiernska Krapperupstiftelsen, and Wallenbergs
stiftelse. Several trips have gone to the Centre de Recherche en Epistémologie
Appliquée (CREA) in Paris, where I have enjoyed the hospitable and witty
atmosphere. I have especially profited from discussions with Frangois Recanati.
Knut och Alice Wallenbergs stiftelse made it possible for me to spend a very
rewarding year at Columbia University in New York under the supervision
of Akeel Bilgrami. I am also grateful for financial support from Erik och
Gurli Hultengrens fond for filosofi, Erik Philip Sorensens stiftelse, and Hjalmar
Gullbergs och Greta Thotts stipendiefond.

Special thanks to Jan Hartman. In spite of that your ardent efforts to turn
me into an analytic philosopher have not been completely successful, I hope
you are not too disappointed in the result. Thank you for being there.

Thanks also for the encouragement and support from all my friends and
the people at my department, who have come and gone during the period

xi



xii ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

that I have been working with the manuscript. I mention no one so that no
one will feel left out.

Finally, I dedicate this book to my mother, Gunvor Brinck-Lindroth,
who, being a scholar herself, has stood by me through thick and thin, and
without whom this book would not have seen the light.




<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated v2 300% \050ECI\051)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Off

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.1000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB

  /DoThumbnails true

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions false

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams true

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments false

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts false

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 150

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 150

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.40

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 150

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 150

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.40

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 600

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /PDFA1B:2005

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<





    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>







    /HUN <>

    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 6.0 e versioni successive.)

    /JPN <>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 6.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>





    /SKY <>



    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>



    /ENU <FEFF004a006f0062006f007000740069006f006e007300200066006f00720020004100630072006f006200610074002000440069007300740069006c006c0065007200200039002000280039002e0034002e00350032003600330029002e000d00500072006f006400750063006500730020005000440046002000660069006c0065007300200077006800690063006800200061007200650020007500730065006400200066006f00720020006f006e006c0069006e0065002e000d0028006300290020003200300031003100200053007000720069006e006700650072002d005600650072006c0061006700200047006d006200480020>

  >>

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]

>> setpagedevice





