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By Subhasis Chattopadhyay -

The term Hindu is a European construct

based on outdated colonial geographical

models. A more inclusive and actual term

= would be the Law(s) Eternal or, the Santana
Dharma. It is with this note of dissent about the nomenclature of what
is popularly known as Hinduism that we begin to map a method to
dialogue wherein my religion is not distorted under Western First
world pressures. So what do the Laws Eternal state which are not

found or even accepted by other religions?

1. The absolute presence of ‘Ishwara’(Inner Controller) or, the
‘Antaryamin’ (That which is Within). That effulgent Being who is
everywhere has become us. This is found in all branches of the
Sanatana Dharma. Simply put, we are all with no exceptions divine
not mimetically but really. Even theistic forms of the Sanatana
Dharma gesture towards non qualified-nondualism, or, Advaita
Vedanta. The Tantras and the Agamas too assert the reality of the

One becoming the many. According to the Sanatana Dharma, there
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is no other way than to realize the Self within. So, the Sanatana
Dharma does not admit of God as envisaged in any of the
Abrahamic religions. Neither does it negate the foundational truth
of the Self as do all branches of Buddhist and to an extent, Jaina,
thought. The foundational structure of the Law(s) Eternal is the
existence of the Self. We are Brahmavadins and not Mayavadins.
We are Brahman qua /shwara. The purpose of life then, is to look
inward and not to become one with an external God. The purpose
is to look inward to realise that we were never anything but That
(Being).

. The Sanatana Dharma stresses that Karma is real. This is not the
theory of causality. Neither is it some sticky matter which sheaths
our souls as the Jains believe. Karma is configuring the body-mind
complex to a particular way of thinking which is autonomous. The
Sanatana Dharma, contrary to perceived interpretations, admits of
autonomy, which accounts for penalties needed for justification.
The penalties are not punishments for sins. But rather, a working
out of the myriad projections of the One over aeons. Within the
Sanatana Dharma there is no place for eternal damnation or
eternal salvation. Neither is time created ex nihilo. Nor do we see
time as cyclical. But everything evolves and involutes. All of us
were there, will be there and none of us are ever lost to any hell or
attain to (any) heaven forever. The concepts of hell or heaven as

understood in other religions are not admitted by us. So the word

swarga (mistakenly thought as heaven) can be parsed as swa-varga

or, one's own rightful place. There is no hell; but there are hellish
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worlds which are as real, or phenomenologically unreal, as this
world. So no matter who you are, you do not need saving. You are
already That (self-effulgent Being). So all Abrahamic religions
believe in corporeality. The Sanatanta Dharma disagrees. We are
non-corporeal beings. Remember, a soul too is corporeal.

. There are no radical evils or absolute goods within the Laws
Eternal. Non-violence is not an absolute quality. Neither is violence
always good. This is not moral relativism but these are
foundational truths because this world as we see it is real to the
extent that we perceive it as real. In short, we sublimate the world.
For, we are That. This is not phenomenology or even idealism.

. The Sanatana Dharma does not admit of an Incarnational event as

a one off event. Because Incarnation means the crossing over of

eternity with temporality. This is not religious relativism. To begin

with, we are One who became and will become the many till the
next involution. We will be there in the next evolution. And these
involutions and evolutions are not synchronous events but are
asymmetrical events which are occurring right now.

. Finally, the Law(s) Eternal reject the arbitrary relation between the

sign and the signified. Language is foundational and not arbitrary

plays of signs.

6. The mind is not structurally scrutable within the Sanatana Dharma

because the Purusha within is the Antaryamin and we reject all

forms of structural stratifications of the mind.

. Contrary to received wisdom the chakras are not nerve ganglions,

neither are all located within the physical body.
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These are the foundational Truths of the Sanatana Dharma which
have been revealed to us by no one human being. The Manusmiritiis
as much Sanatana Dharma as the Inquisition’s rabid beliefs reveal the
beauty of Catholic dogma. Neither are castes relevant to the Sanatana
Dharma; they are relevant to the extent that black lives are often
treated in Brazil by white police personnel as scum. | think it is best to
accept these differences and then proceed on common grounds

which might be the following:

1. Both the Sanatana Dharma and Catholic Christianity agree that
there is a being (Being). So there is a foundational Truth. To say
anything beyond this would be mere speculation. We both agree
that there is the One. Unlike many others, we do not say that there
is nothing. We start from here.

2. We as faith communities agree that there are indeed great
injustices springing from evil thoughts leading to wrong actions
and there happen to be great good (qualia) achieved by sacrificing
lesser goods (eudaimonia of Aristotle). Again we have to start at
this point. Then we need to think things through from our
respective hermeneutical positions.

3. We both agree on the importance of the Word which Is and Was
and will Be. Beyond this we diverge. So we have to fix on this

commonality.

The Hare Krishna movement, and all other prominent movements

within the Sanatana Dharma including the various well known cults of
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hero-worship are all structured around centralised superstructures
which we acquired during our long history of colonisation. Many of
these movements appeal to the Western mind because they are
authoritarian with strict rules. But these rules have been negated
within the Sanatana Dharma by thinkers ranging from Sri Utpaladeva
to Sri Abhinavagupta to Sri Kshemraja. The Sanatana Dharma stresses
marriage over celibacy not because it is akin to Protestantism. There
is none to protest against. Nor is it better to marry than to burn. It is
simply this; marriage is not a lower state than other choices in life. It is
a first step towards recognising that one can indeed be two who form

a monad.
References:

The Bhagavad Gita. The Svetasvatara Upanishad, The Yoga Sutras,

The Mahanirvana Tantra, the Gheranda Samhita. The Tantraloka.

Subhasis Chattopadhyay is a bibliophile; and has completed formal
studies in the Bible and separately, in Hinduism from the Oxford
Centre for Hindu Studies. His Biblical studies were completed from
the Pontifical Atheneum, Bengaluru. He writes on interreligious
dialogues for us. His book reviews from 2010 to 2020 in Prabuddha
Bharata have been showcased by Ivy League Presses. He earns his
living by teaching English at the UG and PG levels in a non-community

college in West Bengal; affiliated to the University of Calcutta. He

Indian Catholi
1,087 W &sfet

(NG RSP TN

Indian Catholic
Matters

AR B W A

Admirable spirit. #runnir
https://www.indiancatho
rg/its-official-babu-an.../

OPEN THE ...



https://www.facebook.com/IndianCatholicMatters/?ref=nf&hc_ref=ARQ-XfcwXE2JBepfWAf2MwBwStrvzbwHInIbhtsHwqVj0XCug1G8mWVkc4qgnI49NrE
https://www.facebook.com/IndianCatholicMatters/posts/2929264894065462
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/runningpositive?__eep__=6&fref=mentions
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.indiancatholicmatters.org%2Fits-official-babu-and-manik-run-for-the-oscars%2F&h=AT0vxC_MeljKJ8MeIMsjEafoCV1BeOCk0X5PAj-625LizVezMDgjJppV2XYCTlpa31-74Ua41oDJD8K-QkP70F-ALTSXZZYJJ4AJv80KJCJYQygEgukU1JXol4y4hNM38x06Qx8bKSFK266-cXiLa0H0T1mhrfQlSQ5TULSlhzpePmQaspU
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.indiancatholicmatters.org%2Fits-official-babu-and-manik-run-for-the-oscars%2F&h=AT3iQ0n2qzOLGVWJxS_K_m5TN8cnI81nDIuuL0Djn6Pe7UGOD15-2lo-sEggNUp9b6zYtcBb26fkXUzqnjt-A9X2S0GElX456naXOwXreQVu6EnNPA77AnDNdX2e7a63JMK6gYVncJHw2vmuIaKhFQ1ZBVd0LPqs5B4pMyFy
https://www.facebook.com/IndianCatholicMatters/
https://www.facebook.com/IndianCatholicMatters/
https://www.facebook.com/IndianCatholicMatters/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OErDL8Y24tw

annotates the Bible here and is now writing his own books on

religious scriptures and on literature.

Share this:
9 Twitter | @) Facebook | | [ Linkedin | R Email | | &5 Reddit | = Print

© Telegram || @ Skype || (O WhatsApp || & Pocket || € Tumblr

® Pinterest

Like this:

Loading...

Related

The Problem of The Abruptness of The Gospel of the 10
Religious Relativism: An  Dying Lepers Seen Through
Interreligious Approach January 18, 2021 Catholic (and Hindu)
February 3, 2021 In "Family" Eyes
In "Faith / Spirituality" June 10, 2018

In "Features”

CATHOLICISM ECUMENISM  FAITH HINDU SANATANA DHARMA

« Thou Shalt Not Mock God God Wants Me to Digest His Word »

MOST SHARED POSTS

COVID-19
Lock-Down:
Church
Network in
India Quietly Helps Out

Affected...

By Verghese V Joseph —
Following the COVID-19
(Corona virus) pandemic and
the subsequent lockd

Tl 6.5k Shares

PM Modi
Thanks
Christian
Health
Body's Support to

Tackle Covid-1...

By Verghese V Joseph -
Responding to Christian
Coalition’s offer to help the
embattled natio

U 1.6k Shares

Assam: St.
Vincenza

Gerosa


https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/tag/catholicism/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/tag/ecumenism/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/tag/faith/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/tag/hindu/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/tag/sanatana-dharma/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/thou-shalt-not-mock-god/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/god-wants-me-to-digest-his-word/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/an-attempt-at-interreligious-theologising/?share=twitter&nb=1
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/an-attempt-at-interreligious-theologising/?share=facebook&nb=1
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/an-attempt-at-interreligious-theologising/?share=linkedin&nb=1
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/an-attempt-at-interreligious-theologising/?share=email&nb=1
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/an-attempt-at-interreligious-theologising/?share=reddit&nb=1
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/an-attempt-at-interreligious-theologising/?share=telegram&nb=1
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/an-attempt-at-interreligious-theologising/?share=skype&nb=1
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/an-attempt-at-interreligious-theologising/?share=jetpack-whatsapp&nb=1
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/an-attempt-at-interreligious-theologising/?share=pocket&nb=1
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/an-attempt-at-interreligious-theologising/?share=tumblr&nb=1
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/an-attempt-at-interreligious-theologising/?share=pinterest&nb=1
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/covid-19-lock-down-church-network-in-india-quietly-helps-out-affected-people/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/pm-modi-thanks-christian-health-bodys-support-to-tackle-covid-19/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/assam-st-vincenza-gerosa-hospital-sealed-after-12-nuns-test-positive-for-covid-19/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/covid-19-lock-down-church-network-in-india-quietly-helps-out-affected-people/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/pm-modi-thanks-christian-health-bodys-support-to-tackle-covid-19/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/assam-st-vincenza-gerosa-hospital-sealed-after-12-nuns-test-positive-for-covid-19/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/the-problem-of-religious-relativism-an-interreligious-approach/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/the-problem-of-religious-relativism-an-interreligious-approach/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/the-abruptness-of-dying-2/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/the-abruptness-of-dying-2/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/the-gospel-of-the-10-lepers-seen-through-catholic-and-hindu-eyes/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/the-gospel-of-the-10-lepers-seen-through-catholic-and-hindu-eyes/

Hospital

Sealed After 12 Nuns

Test Positive...

By Fr Felix Anthony -
Dibrugarh: The local
administration of Dibrugarh
district in the North-E

U 1.3k Shares

Pandemic
Once Again
Brings to
the Fore,
the Church in Mumbai's

Heart...

Ever since Prime Minister
Narendra Modi called for a
nation-wide lockdown to

contain the spread of t

1 1.3k Shares

Prof.
Francis
Gonsalves
New
President of Prestigious

Jnana-Deepa Vidya...
Pune: Prof. Dr. Francis
Gonsalves, S) has been
appointed as the new President

of prestigious Pontifi


https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/assam-st-vincenza-gerosa-hospital-sealed-after-12-nuns-test-positive-for-covid-19/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/pandemic-once-again-brings-to-the-fore-the-church-in-mumbais-heart-for-the-poor/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/prof-francis-gonsalves-new-president-of-prestigious-jnana-deepa-vidyapeeth/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/assam-st-vincenza-gerosa-hospital-sealed-after-12-nuns-test-positive-for-covid-19/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/pandemic-once-again-brings-to-the-fore-the-church-in-mumbais-heart-for-the-poor/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/prof-francis-gonsalves-new-president-of-prestigious-jnana-deepa-vidyapeeth/

U 1.2k Shares

Acts of

Mercy:

Christian

Churches in
NE India Offer Their

Facilities a...

By Verghese V Joseph — In the
ongoing battle to mitigate the
hardships faced by migrants

and poor

= 1k Shares
COVID-19:
St John's
Hospital
Takes Lead

in Serving the

Underserved...

By Verghese V Joseph — The
newly constructed and fully-
equipped St. John's Hospital's
Covid Ca

_ 911 Shares

March 2021
MT WTF S S

1 2 3 45 6 7


https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/acts-of-mercy-christian-churches-in-ne-india-offer-their-facilities-as-quarantine-centres/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/covid-19-st-johns-hospital-takes-lead-in-serving-the-underserved/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/acts-of-mercy-christian-churches-in-ne-india-offer-their-facilities-as-quarantine-centres/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/covid-19-st-johns-hospital-takes-lead-in-serving-the-underserved/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2021/03/01/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2021/03/02/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2021/03/03/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2021/03/04/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2021/03/05/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2021/03/06/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2021/03/07/

« Feb

ARCHIVES

o March 2021

o February 2021

o January 2021

o December 2020
o November 2020
o October 2020

o September 2020
o August 2020

o July 2020

o June 2020

o May 2020

A Anvil 2NN


https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2021/03/08/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2021/03/09/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2021/02/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2021/03/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2021/02/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2021/01/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2020/12/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2020/11/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2020/10/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2020/09/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2020/08/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2020/07/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2020/06/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2020/05/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2020/04/

MnpliLtcveoy

March 2020
February 2020
January 2020
December 2019
November 2019
October 2019
September 2019
August 2019
July 2019

June 2019

May 2019

April 2019
March 2019
February 2019
January 2019
December 2018
November 2018
October 2018
September 2018
August 2018
July 2018

June 2018

May 2018

April 2018
March 2018
February 2018
January 2018


https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2020/04/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2020/03/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2020/02/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2020/01/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2019/12/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2019/11/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2019/10/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2019/09/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2019/08/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2019/07/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2019/06/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2019/05/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2019/04/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2019/03/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2019/02/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2019/01/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2018/12/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2018/11/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2018/10/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2018/09/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2018/08/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2018/07/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2018/06/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2018/05/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2018/04/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2018/03/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2018/02/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2018/01/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2017/12/

o December 201/

o November 2017
o October 2017

o September 2017
o August 2017

o July 2017

RESOURCES

Catholic Bishops'
Conference of India

The Conference of
Catholic Bishops of India

META

o Login
o Entries feed
o Comments feed

o WordPress.org

WordPress Theme: Gambit by ThemeZee.


https://themezee.com/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2017/12/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2017/11/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2017/10/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2017/09/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2017/08/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/2017/07/
http://www.cbci.in/
http://ccbi.in/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/wp-login.php
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/feed/
https://www.indiancatholicmatters.org/comments/feed/
https://wordpress.org/

