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Abstract. In this paper, I present a little puzzle to do with a book of prefaces.
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“What’s coming is an almighty race

And this child is but a preface.”

The other day I imagined reading a book entitled A Book of Prefaces. Then I devised

three propositions:

(i) The preface to a book should ideally be dispensable. The book can function

without the preface.

(ii) A Book of Prefaces has a preface.

(iii) The book cannot function without this preface.

That it cannot function without this preface seems a good thing for such a book, but that is a

problem for accepting (i).

But what is the argument for (iii)? I suppose it could be that the aim is to collect the

best prefaces ever and this preface is definitely one of the best. (Anyway, is the combination

above enough to dispute the title of “The paradox of the preface”?)
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