




RETHINKING PLATO



a volume in
Philosophy, Literature, and Politics

PLP
Edited by Leonidas Donskis and J.D. Mininger 

VIBS

Volume 251

Robert Ginsberg
Founding Editor

Leonidas Donskis
Executive Editor

Associate Editors

G. John M. Abbarno
George Allan

Gerhold K. Becker
Raymond Angelo Belliotti

Kenneth A. Bryson
C. Stephen Byrum
Robert A. Delfino
Rem B. Edwards

Malcolm D. Evans
Roland Faber

Andrew Fitz-Gibbon
Francesc Forn i Argimon

Daniel B. Gallagher
William C. Gay
Dane R. Gordon
J. Everet Green

Heta Aleksandra Gylling
Matti Häyry

Brian G. Henning

Steven V. Hicks
Richard T. Hull
Michael Krausz

Olli Loukola
Mark Letteri

Vincent L. Luizzi
Hugh P. McDonald
Adrianne McEvoy

J.D. Mininger
Peter A. Redpath

Arleen L. F. Salles
John R. Shook
Eddy Souffrant

Tuija Takala
Emil Višňovský

Anne Waters
James R. Watson
John R. Welch
Thomas Woods



Amsterdam - New York, NY 2012

Necip Fikri Alican

RETHINKING PLATO
A Cartesian Quest for the Real Plato



Cover photo: www.dreamstime.com

Cover Design: Studio Pollmann

The paper on which this book is printed meets the requirements of “ISO 
9706:1994, Information and documentation - Paper for documents - 
Requirements for permanence”.

ISBN: 978-90-420-3537-9
E-Book ISBN: 978-94-012-0812-3
© Editions Rodopi B.V., Amsterdam - New York, NY 2012
Printed in the Netherlands



   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To my wife 

Banu Beste Ba�ol Alican 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





   

   

CONTENTS 
 
LIST OF TABLES xiii	
  

FOREWORD  xv	
  

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS xxi	
  

NOTE ON DOCUMENTATION xxiii	
  

INTRODUCTION 1	
  

 Part One	
  
 GENERAL ORIENTATION 9	
  

ONE	
   Life of Plato 11	
  

1.1. Sources 12	
  
1.2. Birth and Family 17	
  
1.3. Youth 21	
  
1.4. Serendipity 24	
  
1.5. Travels 25	
  
1.6. The Academy 31	
  

1.6.1. Topographical Clues 33	
  
1.6.2. Institutional Character 35	
  
1.6.3. Pedagogical Profile 39	
  
1.6.4. Legendary Longevity 43	
  
1.6.5. The Star Student 48	
  

1.7. Plato’s Legacy 50	
  

TWO	
   Thought of Plato 55	
  

2.1. Barriers to Access 57	
  
2.2. Approaches to Plato 67	
  

2.2.1. Primary Divisions 67	
  
2.2.2. Secondary Divisions 69	
  
2.2.3. The Big Picture 71	
  
2.2.4. Historical Context 77	
  

2.3. Unwritten Doctrines 81	
  
2.4. Lecture on the Good 84	
  
2.5. The World of Forms 87	
  

2.5.1. Philosophical Significance 93	
  
2.5.2. Causal Explanation 95	
  
2.5.3. Self-Predication 97	
  
2.5.4. Third Man Argument 101	
  
2.5.5. Symmetry and Exhaustiveness 103	
  



viii RETHINKING PLATO  

   

2.5.6. Ontology of Mathematicals 105	
  
2.5.7. Credit for the Approach 107	
  

2.6. Does Plato Have a Theory of Forms? 110	
  
2.6.1. Julia Elizabeth Annas 113	
  
2.6.2. Francisco J. Gonzalez 115	
  
2.6.3. Drew A. Hyland 116	
  
2.6.4. Kenneth M. Sayre 119	
  
2.6.5. Bernard Arthur Owen Williams 122	
  
2.6.6. General Evaluation 124	
  

THREE	
   Works of Plato 131	
  

3.1. The Platonic Corpus 134	
  
3.2. Structure of the Corpus 138	
  
3.3. Chronological Order 148	
  

3.3.1. Dating Methods 149	
  
3.3.1.1. Biographical Extrapolation 154	
  
3.3.1.2. Stylometric Evaluation 156	
  
3.3.1.3. Internal References 157	
  
3.3.1.4. External Anchors 158	
  

3.3.2. Prospects for a Joint Solution 159	
  
3.3.3. Standard Developmental Account 163	
  
3.3.4. Stylometric Evaluation 169	
  

3.3.4.1. Classical Stylometry: Constantin Ritter 170	
  
3.3.4.2. Stylometry vs. Standard Developmentalism: 

Christopher J. Rowe 174	
  
3.3.4.3. Modern Stylometry: Gerard R. Ledger 178	
  
3.3.4.4. General Assessment of Stylometry 181	
  
3.3.4.5. Prospects for Stylometry and Standard 

Developmentalism 183	
  
3.3.5. The Maverick’s Perspective: Holger Thesleff 185	
  

3.4. Pedagogical Order 188	
  
3.5. Dramatic Order 193	
  
3.6. References to Plato: The Stephanus Edition 198	
  
3.7. Platonic Access Channels 203 

 
 Part Two	
  
 DIALOGIC COMPANION 207	
  

FOUR	
   Euthyphro 209	
  

4.1. Literary Profile 209	
  
4.1.1. Dramatic Orientation 212	
  
4.1.2. Historical Context 214	
  
4.1.3. Tension between Philosophy and Religion 216	
  

4.2. The Daimōnion of Socrates 220	
  
4.3. The Pursuit of Definition 223	
  
4.4. The Origination Dilemma 231	
  



 Contents ix 

   

4.4.1. Reductio via the Origination Dilemma 234	
  
4.4.2. Significance of the Origination Dilemma 236	
  
4.4.3. Analogic Development of the Origination Dilemma 238	
  
4.4.4. Aftermath of the Origination Dilemma 240	
  

4.5. Logical and Dramatic Conclusion 241	
  
4.6. Symbolic Conclusion 245	
  

FIVE	
   Apology 251	
  

5.1. Literary Profile 251	
  
5.1.1. Dramatic Orientation 251	
  
5.1.2. Historical Context 252	
  
5.1.3. Historicity Concerns 255	
  
5.1.4. Basic Features 259	
  
5.1.5. Rhetorical Structure 260	
  
5.1.6. Organic Position 262	
  

5.2. Old Accusations 265	
  
5.2.1. Oracular Origins 266	
  
5.2.2. Tenability of the Appeal 268	
  
5.2.3. Socratic Ignorance 275	
  

5.3. New Accusations 276	
  
5.4. Immediate Response 286	
  

5.4.1. First Rebuttal 286	
  
5.4.2. Second Rebuttal 288	
  
5.4.3. Assessment 289	
  

5.5. Real Defense 289	
  
5.5.1. Theological Perspective: Heavenly Connection 291	
  
5.5.2. Sociological Perspective: Public Benefits 294	
  
5.5.3. Juridical Perspective: Absence of Complaints 295	
  

5.6. Refusal to Beg 296	
  
5.7. Verdict 297	
  
5.8. Counterproposal 298	
  
5.9. Sentence 302	
  
5.10. Parting Speech 307	
  

5.10.1. Addressing Opposers 308	
  
5.10.2. Addressing Supporters 309	
  

5.11. Was Socrates Courting Conviction? 310	
  
5.12. General Evaluation 327	
  

SIX	
   Crito 331	
  

6.1. Dramatis Personae 331	
  
6.2. Dramatic Setting 332	
  
6.3. Significance of the Work 336	
  

6.3.1. Place in Political Theory 336	
  
6.3.2. Place in Socratic Studies 337	
  

6.4. Organizational Structure 340	
  
6.5. Crito: Escape Perspective 341	
  



x RETHINKING PLATO  

   

6.5.1. Epistemic Dimension of Morality 341	
  
6.5.2. Case for Escape 343	
  

6.6. Socrates: Analytic Assessment 345	
  
6.6.1. Principle #1: Superiority of Expert Over Public 

Opinion 345	
  
6.6.2. Principle #2: Supremacy of Morality 347	
  

6.7. Transition from Design to Implementation 349	
  
6.8. Laws of Athens: Extended Analysis 353	
  

6.8.1. Speech #1: Persuade or Obey 353	
  
6.8.2. Speech #2: Love it or Leave It 356	
  
6.8.3. Speech #3: Consequentialist Considerations 357	
  

6.9. Epilogue 358	
  
6.10. Morality of Civil Disobedience 362	
  
6.11. What Ultimately Keeps Socrates in Prison? 369	
  
6.12. Comparative Focus on Disobedience 375	
  

6.12.1. Conditional Acquittal (Apology 29c–d) 376	
  
6.12.2. Arginusae Trial (Apology 32a–c) 377	
  
6.12.3. Leon of Salamis (Apology 32c–d) 379	
  
6.12.4. Ordinary Conception of Justice (Republic 331b–c) 381	
  
6.12.5. Comparison Result 382	
  

6.13. General Evaluation 383	
  

SEVEN	
   Phaedo 391	
  

7.1. Literary Profile 391	
  
7.1.1. Subject and Form 391	
  
7.1.2. Dramatic Structure and Chief Characters 392	
  
7.1.3. Plot Development toward Argumentation 398	
  

7.1.3.1. Mission to Delos 398	
  
7.1.3.2. Enter Socrates 399	
  
7.1.3.3. Socratic Poetry 399	
  
7.1.3.4. Prohibition against Suicide 400	
  
7.1.3.5. Second Apology 400	
  

7.2. Proof #1: Cyclical Transformation Argument 403	
  
7.2.1. Logical Core 403	
  
7.2.2. Problems 405	
  

7.2.2.1. Conceptual Cacophony 405	
  
7.2.2.2. Vague Opposition 407	
  
7.2.2.3. Noncausal Opposition and Discrete 

Opposites 409	
  
7.2.2.4. Reincarnation 410	
  

7.2.3. Critical Assessment 412	
  
7.3. Proof #2: Recollection Argument 413	
  

7.3.1. Logical Core 413	
  
7.3.2. Dramatic Reception 416	
  
7.3.3. Critical Assessment 416	
  

7.4. Proof #3: Analogic (Affinity) Argument 418	
  
7.4.1. Logical Core 418	
  



 Contents xi 

   

7.4.2. Critical Assessment 419	
  
7.4.3. Speculative Elaboration 422	
  

7.5. Objections and Misology 424	
  
7.6. Response to Simmias 427	
  
7.7. Response to Cebes 430	
  
7.8. Theory of Causation 431	
  

7.8.1. Natural Science 432	
  
7.8.2. Rational Reflection 435	
  

7.8.2.1. Safest yet Naive Causal Account 435	
  
7.8.2.2. Safe and Sophisticated Causal Account 436	
  

7.8.3. Groundwork for the Final Argument 439	
  
7.9. Proof #4: Causal Argument 446	
  

7.9.1. Logical Core 446	
  
7.9.2. Critical Assessment 447	
  

7.10. Mythology 451	
  
7.11. Death Scene 452	
  
7.12. Historicity in Death 456	
  
7.13. Other Arguments for Immortality 457	
  

7.13.1. Republic 10 (608c–611a) 458	
  
7.13.1.1. Logical Core 458	
  
7.13.1.2. Context and Strategy 458	
  
7.13.1.3. Critical Assessment 459	
  

7.13.2. Phaedrus (245c–246a) 462	
  
7.13.2.1. Logical Core 462	
  
7.13.2.2. Context and Strategy 463	
  
7.13.2.3. Critical Assessment 464	
  

7.13.3. Laws 10 (893b–896b) 466	
  
7.13.3.1. Logical Core 466	
  
7.13.3.2. Context and Strategy 467	
  
7.13.3.3. Critical Assessment 469	
  

7.13.3.3.1. Cosmological Argument 469	
  
7.13.3.3.2. Plato’s Proof 474	
  

7.14. Implications of the Nature of the Soul 478	
  
7.15. General Evaluation 489	
  

CONCLUSION 493	
  

WORKS CITED 499	
  

APPENDIX: BIBLIOGRAPHIC GUIDE TO FURTHER STUDY 521	
  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 581	
  

INDEX OF NAMES 583	
  

INDEX OF SUBJECTS 601	
  

 





   

   

LIST OF TABLES 
 

Part One 
 
Chapter One: Life of Plato 
• Platonic Overlap with Master and Pupil 25	
  
• Plato’s Travels 26	
  
• Heads of the Academy: Dorandi 44	
  
• Heads of the Academy: Ueberweg 45	
  
• Disciples of Plato (As Reported by Diogenes) 51	
  
 
Chapter Three: Works of Plato 
• The Platonic Corpus 135	
  
• Letters Attributed to Plato in the Traditional Corpus 137	
  
• Plato’s Trilogies: Aristophanes of Byzantium 139	
  
• Plato’s Tetralogies: Thrasyllus of Mendes 142	
  
• Standard Developmental Account: Francis Macdonald Cornford 164	
  
• Standard Developmental Account: Reginald E. Allen 165	
  
• Standard Developmental Account: Frederick Charles Copleston 166	
  
• Standard Developmental Account: Gregory Vlastos 167	
  
• Standard Developmental Account: Richard Kraut 168	
  
• Stylometric Classification of the Platonic Corpus: Constantin Ritter 171	
  
• Generic Profile of the Standard Account: Christopher J. Rowe 174	
  
• Generic Profile of Stylometric Classification: Christopher J. Rowe 175	
  
• Extending the Frontiers of Stylometric Classification: Gerard R. Ledger 179	
  
• Structural Scrutiny without Methodological Allegiance: Holger Thesleff 186	
  
• Pedagogical Arrangement of the Platonic Corpus: Charles H. Kahn 189	
  
• Dramatic Dates of the Dialogues: Debra Nails 194	
  
• Dramatic Dates of the Dialogues: Gerald Alan Press 195	
  
• Dramatic Dates of the Dialogues: Catherine H. Zuckert 196	
  
• Stephanus Edition of Plato’s Works 201	
  
• Leading English Editions of Plato’s Collected Works 205	
  
 



xiv RETHINKING PLATO  

   

Part Two 
 
Chapter Four: Euthyphro 
• Euthyphro: Broad Outline 208	
  
• Socrates’s Reductio (10e–11a) of Euthyphro’s Appeal to the Gods 235	
  
• The Ruling Houses of the Greek Pantheon 248	
  
 
Chapter Five: Apology 
• Apology: Broad Outline 250	
  
 
Chapter Six: Crito 
• Crito: Broad Outline 330	
  
 
Chapter Seven: Phaedo 
• Phaedo: Broad Outline 390	
  
• Socrates’s Partners in the Major Divisions of the Phaedo 394	
  
• Last Day of Socrates: People Mentioned by Name in the Central Drama 397 
• Map of Focus on the Soul in the Platonic Corpus 457	
  
• Organic Profile of the Tripartite Soul 479	
  
• Allegorical Anatomy of the Tripartite Soul 481	
  
 



   

   

FOREWORD 
 
Throwing a bright light of understanding at the real Plato, at the man who hides in 
the shadow of Socrates and behind dramatic dialogues while asserting his own 
presence so forcefully as to occupy philosophers from the fourth century before 
Christ to the present, this work is one of the most comprehensive, systematic, 
thorough, erudite, and lucid contributions to come out in the past two decades in 
the field of Plato scholarship. It is comprehensive in its formulation and treatment 
of the questions, concepts, and views that constitute the field of Plato scholarship 
and are essential to an adequate understanding of Plato’s thought; systematic in its 
analysis and evaluation of these questions, concepts, and views; thorough in its 
method of establishing the validity of its claims; lucid and erudite in its scholarly 
skills; and penetrating yet versatile in its reading of Plato’s dialogues. 

First, what does it take to delimit the territory that contains Plato’s real 
thought in contrast to that of Socrates and his interlocutors in the dialogues? This 
question is a request for a methodology by which we can secure the most appro-
priate means of identifying Plato’s thought. In answering it, we should, to begin, 
proceed from a trustworthy portrayal of the historical Plato, the Plato who lived in 
Athens from 427 to 347 BC, studied with Socrates, established the Academy, 
wrote at least twenty-eight philosophical dialogues, tried to educate princes in the 
art of government, who, in short, was a paradigmatic philosopher and teacher of 
philosophy. An adequate knowledge of Plato’s life, verifiable by the most reliable 
method of historical investigation, is a necessary condition for paving the way to 
an adequate understanding of his thought, mainly because there is an intimate 
relationship between real life and the accomplishments of a human being: One’s 
thought originates, after all, from the bosom of one’s life, from the sort of experi-
ences one undergoes. Rethinking Plato provides this kind of knowledge. In 
putting it together, Alican consults, as the text clearly shows, critically, analytical-
ly, and evaluatively, the most authoritative sources exploring the life of Plato 
from antiquity to the present. The outcome is an informative and historically 
realistic picture of Plato; and this picture is not only consistent with the Plato we 
glean from the autobiographical remarks we read in the dialogues and the letters, 
and with the accounts of those who knew him personally, but it also illuminates, 
and, in fact, increases, our appreciation of Plato’s character, ideas, and method of 
philosophizing. And he lends further clarity, substance, and credence to this 
picture by an equal delineation of the character and life of Socrates. By showing 
who Socrates the man, the teacher, and the philosopher was, Alican ipso facto 
makes more visible the line that distinguishes the teacher from the student. 

Second, he renders this line still more visible by spotlighting and articulating 
the central questions, concepts, and views that distinguish the philosophical mind 
and accomplishments of Plato. But just what are these issues? This is the crux of 
the problem that underlies our quest for the real Plato, because he hides behind a 
tapestry of literary and philosophical devices that create a distance between him 
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and his readers: images, metaphors, speakers, stories, direct confessions, and 
dramatic frameworks. Add to this, the fact that he did not leave behind a coher-
ently constructed system of ideas but a large number of dialogues seemingly 
dealing with specific philosophical questions or problems. Confronted with this 
kind of legacy, how can we penetrate the tapestry of devices and the complex of 
dramatic presentations in our quest for what the real Plato said? Could it be that 
the fact that Plato chose to remain distant from his readers is itself an aspect of his 
philosophical method and aim? For example, the question whether Plato did or 
did not espouse a philosophical system, and related questions busying scholars for 
centuries, would automatically be solved if we could determine, to a reasonable 
degree, what he really said. But answers to such questions are not easily forth-
coming, at least not without an adequate methodology. Plato scholars have been 
developing and refining ways of removing, or making transparent, the literary 
veils that spread over his thought. Alican’s own investigative adventure goes 
through the contributions of these scholars, qua scholars, both evaluating and 
utilizing the methodological tools they have employed in identifying the funda-
mental questions, concepts, and views that are peculiarly Platonic. This is no 
mean task! With the eye of a metaphysician, the soul of an epistemologist, the 
heart of a social thinker, and a mind that embraces the dialogues as a philosopher 
and as an aesthetician, Alican lifts the Platonic veil and exposes the flesh and 
skeleton of what we have as the Platonic corpus. His synoptic, critical, and 
probing eyes reach out for both the written and unwritten doctrines, for the ideas 
that are crucial to a reasonable construction of Plato’s thought as well as to an 
understanding of what they mean. In itself, this achievement is an invaluable 
service to Plato scholarship, not only in identifying a foundation intrinsically 
important for philosophical inquiry, but especially in determining the kind of 
ideas that may, or may not, spring from it or be consistent with it. The point 
which merits special emphasis here is that a significant step toward understanding 
what Plato said is uncovering, or reconstructing, the logical and conceptual 
coherence, or unity, of his thought, for no idea can be attributed to or excluded 
from Plato’s thought if the result does not cohere with his fundamental philosoph-
ical intuition and the conceptual structure that arises from it. By exploring the 
logical thread that runs through the written and unwritten doctrines, and by 
accentuating the real Socrates in the last four chapters, Alican moves us closer to 
the real Plato. 

Third, it is not enough to map the territory of Plato’s thought; the scholar 
should also offer a systematic, critical, and interpretive analysis of the questions, 
concepts, and views that make up the structure and soil of this territory, for 
without this kind of analysis the territory would remain vague, dubious, and 
unintelligible. Implied in this condition of scholarship is the need to take into 
serious consideration all the texts—past, modern, and contemporary—necessary 
to an adequate reading of the dialogues. This condition raises the question of 
authentication: the extent to which the dialogues themselves and the works of the 
historians and commentators that deal with their genuineness or meaning repre-
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sent the real Plato. It also raises the question of inclusiveness, or comprehensive-
ness: Successful research requires two types of analysis, external and internal. 
The first relates to what others have said about the authenticity and meaning of 
the dialogues. The second, once the question of authenticity is settled, relates to 
what Plato really said and how others have understood the texts. Let me at once 
state that Rethinking Plato is a spectacle of respected scholars. Whether in weav-
ing Plato’s life or in examining the formal and historical aspects of the dialogues, 
Alican organizes symposia to which he invites major scholars who have some-
thing to say about the authenticity and meaning of Plato’s ideas. He plays two 
different roles at these symposia. Stepping into his first role, he creates a dialogue 
between the participants, and, with a skillful touch, he draws the reader into the 
ensuing discussion. This is a lively way of disclosing the insights implicit in their 
arguments and points of view. Switching to his second role, he acts as a philoso-
pher: On the basis of what transpires in the proceedings, he contributes his own 
understanding of what Plato said or what was said in reference to his life, thought, 
or work, be it by historians or by analysts. He, in other words, performs the 
function of the critic, the synthesizer, and the creator. But how do we determine 
the reliability, or authority, of the scholars? The demand implicit in this question 
is exactly what makes Rethinking Plato distinctive in its approach and contribu-
tion to Plato scholarship. The general criteria in meeting this demand are logical 
coherence, critical analysis, and sound interpretation, the sort that reveals Plato’s 
meaning and philosophical aim. Alican provides a most elaborate and systematic 
methodology for evaluating the logical, critical, interpretive, and historical as-
pects of Plato's dialogues. His coverage of the rich repository of scholarship 
preceding him reaches deep and far enough, not just in exposition but also in 
evaluation, to enrich his own work. Yet the mark of a serious scholar is loyalty to 
truth rather than to tradition. The two need not be in conflict, but when they are, it 
is best not to be caught on the side opposite the truth. No agenda—philosophical, 
ideological, or religious—is indispensible for the scholar, and none expendable 
without critical consideration. Implicit in this ideal is objectivity in the search, 
evaluation, and determination of knowledge. No one who reads Rethinking Plato 
can miss this feature in Alican’s scholarly achievement. 

Fourth, and a corollary to the preceding point, is thoroughness in establish-
ing the validity of both Platonic and non-Platonic claims—theories, views, 
assumptions, and judgments. It is a generally accepted principle among philoso-
phers that logical reasoning, formal and empirical, is the instrument we employ in 
ascertaining the truth or reasonableness of any claim about any aspect of reality. 
This is the light which reveals the validity of such claims. But when we focus our 
attention on research in the field of Plato scholarship, we discover that the quest 
for the real Plato is an elusive one, quite different from quests for truth in mathe-
matics, physics, biology, social science, or theology. This is because, advanced 
twenty-four hundred years ago, Plato’s thought is enmeshed in an excessively 
complicated web of vague and often uncertain historical facts—dubious and 
sometimes fragmentary historical texts, interpretations, theories, and methodolo-
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gies—and a bewildering compendium of literature on the subject. How can one 
find one’s way into this web, into this compendium? A Plato scholar has to be 
both a philosophical analyst and a historical investigator. His or her quest for the 
truth is twofold: ascertaining the validity of external commentary and working out 
what Plato meant in all that he said. A significant contribution of Rethinking 
Plato, which no Plato scholar can overlook, is the method Alican adopts, first, in 
delimiting the historical and philosophical fields that are relevant to our quest for 
the real Plato, which clearly shows an erudite scholarly mind that possesses a 
synoptic vision of Plato scholarship, and, second, in the keenness of his analytical 
mind, in his ability to dissect the ideas and theories under consideration with 
amazing logical acuity and profundity of intuitive comprehension. I would not be 
exaggerating to say that he is a philosophical anatomist who, following Descartes, 
penetrates deep into the logical relations, assumptions, and implications of the 
different views of scholars, and then, on the basis of what this penetration yields, 
makes a judgment, a generalization, or hypothesis. For how can one be an anato-
mist if he or she is not a taxonomist? Indeed, Rethinking Plato is a mosaic of 
logical relations and reasoning. The point of this kind of design, which is a vivid 
example of intellectual beauty, is simply to expose the relations in terms of which 
we can see what is said by Plato and by the philosophers who lived during his 
time and the succeeding epochs. There is a running interplay between the two 
types of analysis required, the external kind dealing with the strand of works, both 
historical and philosophical, about Plato, and the internal kind dealing with 
Plato’s works. The one is not possible without the other. But how can we proceed 
with either one of them without a measure of certainty of the validity of both? 
Here, we cannot afford to run into a vicious circle. To avoid this trap, Alican 
follows a strategy enabling him to keep his philosophical eye on the two domains 
of investigation, so that analysis in one of the domains is intertwined, sometimes 
by implication, with the other. Beginning with Plato’s life, onward to his main 
philosophical ideas, then to his works from a structural perspective, and finally to 
an in-depth analysis of four major dialogues, always coordinating results in 
historical and critical discussion with direct reference to the Platonic texts, is an 
illustration of what Plato would call dialectical thinking. And what better use for 
dialectical thinking than in dissecting the very field of Plato scholarship it in-
spires? The pillars of this kind of thinking are logical analysis and philosophical 
intuition, or comprehension. Analysis without intuition, always abstract, can be 
accurate, even flawless, while leaving the reader without concrete understanding; 
intuition without analysis is informative, but it leaves the reader without objec-
tive, valid knowledge. Both of these extremes are avoided in Rethinking Plato. 

Fifth, a condition, and, we can say, a basic feature, of scholarship is lucidity 
—the ability to communicate an idea, an emotion, a feeling, or an experience of 
some kind clearly, transparently, distinctly, and, where applicable, expressively. 
Lucidity is a necessary condition of human communication in general, as the very 
process of communication would be obstructed without it. But it plays a pivotal 
role in scholarship because one of the aims of scholarship is the discovery and 
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communication of a truth that has been buried under the dust of time, typically 
distorted by personal, philosophical, ideological, or religious bias, and requiring 
the clarification or interpretation of mystical, oracular, intrusive, or difficult ideas, 
views, and feelings. What is the point of writing a book or an essay, or even a 
letter, or of creating a work of art, if it cannot be understood or appreciated by the 
ordinary and educated public, or if it is not understood or appreciated adequately? 
Is it an accident that the most lucid writers and artists, for example, Plato, Augus-
tine, Descartes, Phidias, Michelangelo, and Van Gogh, have always commanded 
the attention of the ordinary and educated public? Is it an accident that a literary 
genius such as Tolstoy has argued that clarity and sincerity are necessary condi-
tions of good art? And can we separate these two conditions from each other? A 
lucid work, be it scientific, philosophical, or artistic, reflects a lucid mind, a mind 
that thinks clearly and expresses its ideas or feelings articulately. The scholar’s 
task is to illuminate what is hidden behind a dramatic, linguistic, artistic, reli-
gious, or cultural veil; it is also to make the vague linguistic or artistic forms 
clearer, and to make the difficult ideas easier to grasp; it is, moreover, to liberate 
certain ideas, forms, and images from their accidental or intrusive associations. 
Lucidity is a virtue of human communication, and Rethinking Plato is an example 
of this virtue; and it is such an example, not merely in the way Alican structures 
his work; in the way he organizes the historical texts and facts and draws clear 
charts and tables that enable the reader to grasp the myriad relations between 
them, thus making them relevant to logical analysis; in the way he examines the 
chosen dialogues critically and insightfully; but also in the way he constructs his 
sentences, paragraphs, and chapters. The outcome of his effort is a lucid work of 
scholarship. 

When scholarly skills and philosophical understanding intersect, that is, 
when rational analysis intersects with intellectual depth, when reasoning inter-
sects with passion, when clarity intersects with expressiveness, when logical form 
intersects with creative insight, and when the truth of the particular intersects with 
a synoptic vision of the whole, we are likely to have a worthwhile philosophical 
adventure. Rethinking Plato is such an adventure. 
 

Michael H. Mitias 
Emeritus Professor of Philosophy 
Millsaps College
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NOTE ON DOCUMENTATION 
 
Serviceable renditions of the works of Plato, no matter the language, contain 
marginal references to the pagination of a standard volume known as the Stepha-
nus edition (1578), named after its compiler and publisher, Henri Estienne, or, 
Henricus Stephanus in the Latinized version. These references, bearing the 
notation of an alphanumeric string, usually placed alongside the outside margin, 
indicate not only the page in the Stephanus edition but also the quintile on that 
page. Starting the sequence, the numerals stand for the page number, while the 
accompanying letters (“a” through “e”) denote a particular section equivalent to a 
fifth of the corresponding page, so marked in the original edition. For example, 
“Apology 38b” designates the part of the text where Socrates is sentenced to 
death. Such standardization of references facilitates dialogue between interested 
parties as they engage one another in queries, comments, and debates. 

This is how references to Plato work in this book as well. A systematic ex-
position of the scheme follows in chapter three (§ 3.6). Still, a point worth noting 
here at the outset, even at the risk of redundancy, is the existence of a secondary 
practice within the main convention: Stating the name of the work is not neces-
sary in a Stephanus citation where the context is an essay or chapter dedicated 
entirely to that work. In such cases, giving the Stephanus pagination is sufficient 
documentation, provided that all other references in the same chapter come with 
the title of the relevant work. To illustrate, chapter five of this book is on the 
Apology, and references in that chapter to the Apology omit the title of the dia-
logue, while references in the same chapter to any other work of Plato provide the 
appropriate title. Thus, the sentencing of Socrates would there be simply “38b,” 
while elsewhere always requiring the title before the page number. 

All translations of Plato are from the Hackett edition (1997) of the complete 
works. This centralization should make it convenient for readers to consult the 
sources. However, in order to avoid repetition, the identity of the publisher is not 
announced each time a direct quotation is occasioned. Instead, citation details for 
each quote are limited to the Stephanus pagination and the name of the translator. 

Other references, specifically, the modern ones, employ the author-date sys-
tem, producing examples such as Brown (1997, pp. 211–238), Nails (2002, pp. 
243–250), and Thesleff (2009, pp. 397–410). The first number indicates the year 
of publication, the second number, or range, gives the pagination relevant to the 
passage in question. 

Classical sources, of course, constitute an exception because the publication 
year is seldom available. Here, academic practice requires combining the name of 
the author with that of the work. Page numbers are usually supplemented, and 
sometimes supplanted, by book, chapter, section, and even paragraph numbers, 
which are uniform locators, unaffected by physical variations introduced by 
changes in typesetting or page layout. Some of these layers partitioning the whole 
have traditionally been represented by Roman numerals, but that custom is no 
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longer as inviolable as it used to be. The developing trend, even among classi-
cists, favors a full set of Arabic numerals. The following entries, for instance, 
would be fairly representative of current practice: Aristotle (Metaphysics 
987a32); Cicero (Academicae Quaestiones 1.12.46); Quintilian (Institutio Orato-
ria 2.17.4). 

On the less trendy side, proper classical citation follows a rigid routine of 
abbreviation, not taken up here. The correct form for the entries just listed is 
rather less familiar than indicated above: Aristotle (Metaph. 987a32); Cicero 
(Acad. 1.12.46); Quintilian (Inst. 2.17.4). Actually, the names of the authors also 
require abbreviation. Depending on whether the author is explicitly mentioned in 
the sentence in question, the parenthetical reference may absorb the name of the 
author: (Arist. Metaph. 987a32); (Cic. Acad. 1.12.46); (Quint. Inst. 2.17.4). By 
the same token, the Platonic example regarding the sentencing of Socrates should 
actually be “(Pl. Ap. 38b),” or “(Ap. 38b)” where the context is exclusively or 
primarily about Plato, and simply “(38b)” if it is about the Apology. Sometimes, 
only one work by the author will have survived, or only one will have been 
produced in the first place, in which case the title of the work is customarily 
omitted, though not so here in this book. 

The practice of abbreviating, and even partly omitting, citation information 
in classical scholarship obviously saves space and standardizes references. Yet a 
little indulgence in terms of space promises substantial returns in terms of acces-
sibility without sacrificing standardization. The aim of this book is to attract 
people to the study of Plato, not to impress those already attracted. Full documen-
tation seems far more consistent with this aim than does proper abbreviation. 
Anyone lacking a training in classics, whether a college freshman, a doctoral 
candidate, or a full professor, will surely be inconvenienced by references that 
cannot be followed up without the aid of a classics dictionary. This book does not 
require one. 

Another standard that is violated, though not consistently but as needed, is 
the tendency to use the last name alone after first mention with a full name. The 
last name usually suffices in citations, even on first mention. But the full name 
can be more appropriate where the intention is to talk about the author, however 
briefly, rather than merely to cite a passage. Although reserving the full name for 
first mention is a popular rule, slavish obedience to rules sometimes interferes 
with readability, and even intelligibility, or at least clarity. 

Moreover, violating the rule of first mention cannot be such a crime, given 
that some transgressions are expected and encouraged, not just tolerated. Kant 
hardly requires a full introduction as if there could be, especially in a philosophy 
book, the slightest risk of confusion with some other Kant. The same may be said 
of Locke, Berkeley, Hume, Descartes, Spinoza, and Leibniz. And the list can be 
extended indefinitely. Besides, the rule itself admits of various interpretations, 
where the first mention can be absolute, that is, anchored to the entire book so 
that the full name is never repeated, or it can be periodically restarted, say, by 
indexation to each chapter, or even to each section. 
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However that may be, the rule is violated here, though not persistently. The 
tendency here is to use last names alone, whether on first mention or on every 
mention, in citations geared toward documentation of the source rather than 
discussion of the author. Other than that, most references actually follow the rule 
of first mention, but anyone mentioned or discussed gets the full treatment wher-
ever a reminder seems necessary, regardless of how many times the name has 
come up. 

The bibliographic appendix at the end is also rather unconventional. Follow-
ing the customary documentation of works cited, it encourages and facilitates 
further study by opening up multiple gateways to scholarship. Organized in 
convenient categories, it is a kind of manual for rethinking Plato beyond the 
intellectual adventure shared in this book. As a bibliography, it is both longer and 
more detailed than what might be expected of a book of this length. This is partly 
by design and partly by accident. The length, as in any other publication, was 
eventually determined by necessity, naturally growing beyond the first draft. The 
level of detail, on the other hand, was planned from the beginning, on the convic-
tion that a guide or companion to such a major philosopher ought to acquaint 
readers as closely as possible with the relevant literature. Not all of it will have 
been cited in the main body of the text, but the reader should not be cut off from 
valuable sources just because the author cannot make room for all of them. 





   

   

INTRODUCTION 
 
Plato is an elusive writer. He does not address his audience directly. Instead, he 
hides behind the anonymity of the dialogue form, never positioning himself as a 
character with a speaking part, and, with the rarest of exceptions (Apology 34a, 
38b; Phaedo 59b), never even mentioning his own name. Most of his dialogues 
are named after a character in the corresponding dialogue. Thus, we have Plato’s 
Phaedo, Plato’s Phaedrus, Plato’s Philebus, and the like. But how do we get at 
Plato’s Plato, so to speak? 

Or, setting aside the metaphorical finesse, how do we get at Plato without 
the italics, whether in reference to the character that might, in a perfect world, 
have taken center stage to make life easier for us, or in deference to the writer 
silencing that character and keeping him out of sight? How do we interpret, or 
reconstruct, the Plato, mute as a character and invisible as a writer, communi-
cating with us through a myriad of other characters, collectively engaged in 
philosophical drama? How, in other words, do we enter the mind of the man who 
issued a universal invitation to philosophy but refused to attend his own party? 

The target may well be beyond our reach. To cover all bases, we might go 
through the entire corpus, comparing each dialogue with every other, in an effort 
to stitch together an overarching philosophical outlook. Even then, we will often 
be told, we cannot be sure we have penetrated into the thought of Plato himself. 
All the same, the attempt is worthwhile as an end in itself. 

Where, then, should the study of Plato start? With what work? Time was 
when the answer pointed unequivocally to the Alcibiades, the standard introduc-
tion in antiquity to Plato. Then, for centuries, the center of attraction was the 
Timaeus, the only Platonic text available in Latin through much of the Middle 
Ages. Nowadays, critical focus seems to favor the Republic, widely hailed as the 
pinnacle of achievement in ancient philosophy. But surely the most enchanting 
and inspiring experience of all awaits in the Symposium, just the place to fall in 
love with Plato, for the art if not also for the thought. Then again, perhaps the 
Parmenides would be a good place to begin, laying out, as it does, the most 
nagging questions in Plato studies. We could probably commence equally well 
with the Meno, or the Gorgias, or the Protagoras. Just about anywhere would be 
a good starting point, especially if the intention is to go far. 

The aim of Rethinking Plato is to make that start. This is a quest for the real 
Plato. Yet it is not a mission of estrangement, envisaged to abandon the received 
wisdom, or to cast aside the prevailing platform of Platonism. The impetus for the 
project is not a collective failure, real or imagined, in previous efforts to uncover 
the real Plato, who might, instead, be exposed for the first time here. On the 
contrary, the quest reflects and celebrates the accretion of academic appraisal in 
the area. The goal is to expand that body rather than rejecting it, or, what is worse, 
ignoring it. And the mode of inquiry is constructive rather than destructive or 
dismissive. 
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On the other hand, little progress can be expected where the approach caters 
primarily to philosophical preservationism, treating Plato studies as revolving 
around a core of sacrosanct scholarship. Regrettably, this tendency has been so 
strong that the canonical corpus now comes with select secondary literature, 
perhaps not appended per se to the dialogues themselves, but imposed through 
interpretive paradigms, becoming especially inhibitory from the twentieth century 
onward. Staying within the confines of certain reconstructive traditions has been 
nearly as important as avoiding contradiction with the original text. Establishmen-
tarianism of this sort is not peculiar to the study of Plato, but it is common to it. 

This book, then, is an initiative to make a fresh start. It is a proposal and a 
map for rethinking Plato. The goal is not to replace old paradigms with a new one 
but to demonstrate that we do not need any particular paradigm for the study of 
Plato. We may undoubtedly need help, especially at the outset, but this must not 
be in the form of predefined patterns of understanding that suffocate the intellect 
instead of stimulating it, or that condition the imagination instead of cultivating it. 
All we really need is a critical outlook and an open mind, thereby combining an 
artless and unscripted analysis of problems with a willingness to consider all 
alternatives as if they were our own. 

As the subtitle suggests, this is a Cartesian project. It is at once rational, re-
flective, and foundational. What makes it quintessentially Cartesian is that it 
looks for Plato independently of the prevailing patterns already tracing his where-
abouts. Another distinctive mark is its meditative progression, not merely 
sampling, or even devouring, the canonical corpus, but getting to know Plato on a 
personal level, treating him like a human being instead of like an ancient library. 
However, for all its Cartesian aspirations, the book does not remain firmly outside 
the established web of belief, as evidenced by its tendency to make heavy use of 
secondary literature, perhaps not so much in turning to it for confirmation, but 
certainly in deferring to it for information. 

Even so, if it appears strange that a Cartesian quest should be attuned to 
mainstream standards, it need only be remembered that Descartes himself was 
anxious to reaffirm many of the judgments he suspended. Moreover, he was not 
operating from a standpoint of disagreement, but from one of dissatisfaction. He 
was bothered by the uncertainty, not by the actual dogma. Otherwise, he was just 
as attuned to the web of belief confronting him as we are to ours. But not every-
one has a reputation for erudition rivaling that of Descartes, who could skip a 
survey of the relevant literature without being accused of either ignorance or 
insolence. The rest of us would do well to confront the scholarly output pertinent 
to our project, even if we really are conducting a Cartesian experiment. The 
objective here is not to tear down the web but to illustrate what can be done 
without it, which calls for a demonstrable, and preferably demonstrated, under-
standing of what is and can be done with it. 

What this requires, more than anything, is a relationship with Plato. While 
that cannot be built on what third parties have to say, it also does not require an 
academic vacuum. As in any relationship, mutual acquaintances might initiate or 
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facilitate the process, but the strength of the end result is commensurate with the 
personal engagement. Mere acquaintance is obviously not the richest relationship 
imaginable. And habituation and inculcation are no substitute for understanding. 
Plato scholars may, most assuredly without shame or folly, and often with much 
benefit, subscribe to one school of thought or another. But this should follow 
personal deliberation and reflection rather than shaping it. Their considered 
opinions should be the inspiration for that subscription, not the other way around. 

Indeed, a quest for the real Plato would end up as a simulation, far short of a 
relationship, if left to enlightenment through commentary alone. Yet it would also 
be unlikely to reach fruition if conducted through a solitary reading of dialogue 
after dialogue. Fortunately, these are not mutually exclusive alternatives. Nor are 
they jointly sufficient means to the desired end. Understanding the man fully, or 
even adequately, requires understanding the circumstances of his life, the nuances 
and depths of his thought, and the details of his work, not merely on the level of 
individual dialogues, but also in regard to the whole of the corpus, that is, its 
structural intricacies. Only then will an examination of this or that dialogue be 
adequately informed. Any attempt to understand a particular dialogue, as it is 
essentially an episode in a developing relationship with Plato, will flourish with 
the holism of the effort. 

A caveat is in order here: Despite the recommendation not to approach Plato 
from any particular perspective before approaching him through the dictates of 
reason alone, the attempt to find the real Plato might itself be construed as a 
subscription to a predefined pattern of thinking about Plato. This is because of a 
schism between those who claim that Plato’s dialogues impart doctrine and those 
who claim that they do not, the first view being labeled “dogmatism,” and, the 
second, “skepticism,” or “nondogmatism.” Thus, the proposal to rethink Plato and 
to forge a relationship with him may seem to be taking sides on this issue from 
the beginning, presumably, the side of the dogmatist. And this may appear to be 
at odds with the claim that we do not need to approach Plato from a predefined 
angle in order to understand him. 

However, the recommendation here is not to ignore the skeptical position 
and instead to pretend that each and every dialogue is a direct gateway to the 
mind of Plato, who delivers dogma after dogma throughout the corpus. The 
suggestion, rather, is that we should be interested in this difference, not to men-
tion other significant methodological issues, only as a problem dividing scholars 
and not as a solution demanding adoption. If the mere attempt to understand Plato 
counts as taking sides, simply because it implies that there is something, as 
opposed to nothing, to be understood, then, skepticism be damned, Rethinking 
Plato is a veritable manifesto of dogmatism. 

In actuality, though, the quest here for the real Plato is not an attempt to set-
tle methodological questions but a discovery mission making use of all the 
available evidence. Bringing together the essential components of a proper 
exegesis, an integrated platform for rethinking Plato constitutes the first part of 
the book. This interpretive substructure devotes a chapter each to the life, thought, 
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and works of Plato. The natural complement to this is a demonstration of where 
this might lead in the analysis of individual dialogues. This is the theme of the 
second part. 

The second part of the book proceeds with a selection of four dialogues, 
each in its own chapter: Euthyphro, Apology, Crito, and Phaedo. Each of these 
chapters is a critical commentary on the dialogue to which it is dedicated. How 
they stand out from existing conceptions is not necessarily in a revolutionary 
deviation from what may be expected but in a rogue exploration of where we can 
end up, independently of what is expected, in pursuing a personal relationship 
with Plato. The book itself is nothing if not the exposition of a developing rela-
tionship with Plato, a kind of friendship. 

Why these dialogues instead of others? And if the aim and approach are 
purely demonstrative, why not just one of these dialogues? First, with respect to 
the demonstration in question, this is not a specific method to be applied or 
formula to be instantiated. Rather the reverse, the intention is to get away from 
methods and formulas. This kind of demonstration calls for more than one exam-
ple. In fact, rather than an example, it calls for an experience. Second, with 
respect to the particular selection, these happen to be the very dialogues, almost 
always taken as a unit, constituting a student’s first, and often only, experience 
with Plato. That alone makes the selection appropriate. But it also creates a 
special responsibility: an obligation to extract the Plato from the Socrates. 

In a way, this is the opposite of the more fashionable endeavor of extracting 
the Socrates from the Plato. Socratic studies are at the height of their popularity, 
and Plato is the place to turn to for any project in that area. As for mining the 
Platonic corpus for pure Plato, this will never be an exact science. Presumably, 
throwing out everything staked out by the Socratic scholars should do the trick, 
leaving behind the Platonic core, and thus saving a lot of time. But there are 
specialists in this area as well, indicating that sifting through philosophical lefto-
vers is not the way to go, and suggesting that their Socratic counterparts have no 
better claim to methodological precision. At any rate, the aim here is not to make 
a science out of either, but to urge sensitivity to a tendency among students 
exposed to these four dialogues to idolize Socrates without understanding Plato. 

Idolizing Socrates, of course, is no crime, at least not of the hemlock variety. 
No one better can be nominated for a firm grounding in morality, and historians 
of philosophy would be hard pressed to come up with a more able debater. What 
would be a shame, however, is to let students walk away with this impression as 
the full extent of their intellectual return on investment in a course, or module, on 
Plato. Yet this is not far from what goes on in introductory philosophy courses 
covering Plato in any detail. 

Hardly anyone graduates from college without having been exposed to Plato 
in some manner or degree. The exposure usually comes from the cluster of 
dialogues built around the story of the trial and execution of Socrates, the four 
dialogues taken up in this book. While this constitutes the standard collegiate 
introduction to Plato, it quickly turns into, and typically ends up as, an immersion 
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course in Socrates. Granted, students understand that Plato is the author, and, 
Socrates, the protagonist, but the fact that Socrates is also a real person, and a 
singularly admirable one at that, immediately inspires hero worship. Plato can no 
more compete with his protagonist than Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John can with 
theirs. As a result, the typical orientation process scheduled for Plato often turns 
out to be mostly about Socrates. 

The present work fortifies the Platonic side of the equation, treating the dis-
ciple as more than a narrator of the life and death of the master. An alternative 
would have been to let Plato shine for himself by focusing the second part of the 
book on a few of the works in the late period. But going there would probably be 
more fruitful in a later stage of rethinking Plato. Moreover, showing that Plato 
shines just as brightly in the presence of Socrates is a greater service, thus validat-
ing the selection of the four dialogues constituting the academic module familiar 
from introductory courses. In this spirit, the second part of the book can be taken 
as a Platonic guide or companion to standard compilations of the Socratic saga. 

That said, even in its auxiliary function in that capacity, it is not a substitute 
for reading the dialogues themselves, and it is not a study guide for the next 
midterm. Nor is it an instructor’s manual. Plato is so much fun that hardly anyone 
should be tempted to seek an alternative to reading the original, at least in transla-
tion. He is also often so easy to follow as to require no instruction or assistance. 
Understanding Plato does not depend on a special teacher or pedagogical ap-
proach. Nor does the effort call for spoon-feeding or sugar-coating the details. In 
fact, Plato can be so deceptively simple that the student, or any other reader, often 
needs to be shown the difficulty rather than being helped out of it. Hence, the 
approach here does not necessarily simplify the material. It does not even shrink 
from complicating what may appear to be simple. It does, however, aim to bring 
out all that is pertinent to the message in each work discussed and to the treatment 
of each topic considered. 

The only obvious barrier to direct access is that Plato wrote almost exclu-
sively in dialogue form. This is not to say that his philosophy cannot be discerned 
from his work but that guidance toward that end would be useful. The most 
common trap in drawing out the philosophy from the literature is to treat this 
merely as a matter of separating the logic from the drama. Indeed, a Platonic 
dialogue can be stripped of everything extraneous to the logic, and studied exclu-
sively through the arguments it contains. That, too, would be doing philosophy, 
but it would no longer be the philosophy of Plato. Reading Plato purely for the 
logic would be like reading Shakespeare purely for the grammar, or, possibly 
worse, like studying physics purely for the math. 

What is required is a balanced approach, taking stock of the logic, the dra-
ma, and the historical circumstances, all at once. This is particularly important in 
a typical Socratic dialogue such as the Euthyphro, which ends in apparent failure 
and frustration, and perhaps even more so in the opposite case presented by a 
dialogue such as the Phaedo, which ends in boundless and undisguised satisfac-
tion, not to mention an infectious optimism and enthusiasm, all resting rather 
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precariously on a series of arguments that are not very convincing. In between, 
what are we to make of the Apology, where we find the master of debate failing to 
win his most important argument, the one for his life, and what of the Crito, 
where we encounter an uncompromising advocate of authoritarianism? For a 
major philosopher, Plato can come across as embracing one too many an argu-
ment that seems questionable, to say the least, plus a position or two looking 
surprisingly untenable, or even unpalatable. 

Yet appearances can be deceiving, especially in a Platonic dialogue. Stu-
dents midway through their first course in logic revel in picking out errors in the 
reasoning of published writers, especially of philosophers, showing off their 
newly acquired skills in recognizing such faults and in identifying them as one 
fallacy or another. In contrast, the object in reading Plato is to determine how 
apparent mistakes, if any, might contribute to the overall aim or message of the 
dialogue, not how they might have been avoided in the first place. Plato, after all, 
while predating the birth of formal logic in Aristotle, is not known for outlandish-
ly stupid arguments. Where any are found, it is better to look for an explanation 
than for a pat on the back. 

The intermediation needed, then, is somewhat more expository than argu-
mentative. This being so, the aim of the second part of the book is to explain 
each work, not to defend or attack it, and even less to wrestle with another 
commentator who defends or attacks it. The analytical and exegetical execution 
is not entirely devoid of opinion, but opinions are, as much as possible, identi-
fied as such, instead of disguised as fact. The corresponding chapters, whether in 
expressing opinions, advancing arguments, or reporting facts, are not interde-
pendent. Appreciating one does not require perusing another. Inspecting just one 
and ignoring all the rest, hence, treating the book as a companion or a reference 
guide to be consulted as needed should not present any problems, though that is 
not the primary intention. 

The primary intention, as intimated earlier, betrays a more holistic concept, a 
scholarly exercise in rethinking Plato. The most accurate characterization of this 
project is, at the risk of being cryptic, the public exposition of a personal relation-
ship with Plato, a friendship, really. How can we become friends with a dead 
philosopher? The same way we do with a living one: by collaborating in pursuit 
of the truth. In the spirit of a legendary appraisal ascribed to his greatest student, 
Aristotle: Plato is a friend, and is dear to us, but the truth is dearer. This anecdotal 
juxtaposition of friendship and truth is quoted differently by different sources, but 
a strict quotation is out of the question, especially if Plato is to be identified by 
name. The closest we come to this in the Aristotelian corpus is a general assess-
ment in the Nicomachean Ethics (1096a11–16), where the reference to Plato is 
only implicit albeit obvious. If we prefer to name Plato, the best we can do is to 
paraphrase Aristotle, not to quote him. Curiously, the aphorism has come down to 
us in some rigid formulations, the most popular of which seems to be this: “Plato 
is dear to me, but dearer still is truth.” No matter what the best reconstruction may 
be, the spirit in which the original expression was uttered has been a guiding force 
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here, where the aim is not to defend Plato but to show what it takes to become his 
friend. Hence, the aim, or rather obligation, of that friendship, has been to lay out 
the truth about Plato, not to glorify his thought, which, everyone knows, even 
when it strays from the consensus, and perhaps especially then, is glorious enough 
as it is. This was so for Aristotle, and it is so now. 

The truth is for everyone, but a scholarly monograph usually is not. We are 
all laypersons about one thing or another, indeed, about well nigh everything, and 
we all tend to approach the expert with the same dreaded cliché: “Explain it to me 
as you would to a two-year old!” The age reference may vary, but the nature of 
the request does not. We want the explanation to be short and simple yet defini-
tive and comprehensive. And we demonstrate the same patience with books as we 
do with the professors we accost at cocktail parties. No doubt, there is a perceived 
need for that sort of information, and perhaps, therefore, for a simple book on 
Plato that can be read on an exercise bike while watching television. This is not 
that book. 

This is, however, a book for any serious student of Plato. And that category 
includes college professors no less than the people they teach. If students find the 
material a bit challenging, so much the better, for they will find it all the more 
useful. If Plato scholars find the material rather familiar, mission accomplished, 
for there is nothing new under the sun, nor inside the cave. No new book on Plato 
can surprise the experts; not anymore, at least not in a good way. And it is not the 
aim of this book to do so in any way. 

Explanations, illustrations, and elaborations may often exceed the require-
ments of Plato scholars. But this is inevitable. Plato scholars hardly need Plato 
explained. And this book is not meant to educate them. Quite the opposite, it 
purports, with sincere appreciation and open gratitude, to be the reflection of an 
education by them. 

What places them in the center of the target audience is the nature of Platon-
ic scholarship as dialectic, just the way Plato himself intended. Expertise, even at 
the highest level, is not a terminal achievement. It is not a static state but a dy-
namic process. Plato scholars are not frozen in academic stasis, instead, 
flourishing in interaction, often with disagreement but always in dialogue. This, 
then, is a new voice in that dialogue. 
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Aphrodite 

Greek pantheon (12 Olympians), 248 
Apollo 

Asclepius’s father, 455 
Delos mission, 333, 362, 398 
Delphic oracle, 250, 267, 270, 272 
Greek pantheon (12 Olympians), 248, 

448, 455 
Hippocratic Oath, 455 
Plato’s Academy, 35, 39 
Plato’s divine birth, 17, 18, 35 
Socrates’s dedication, 328, 361, 362, 

399 
Socrates’s divine mission, 274, 291, 

292, 293, 294 
Apollodorus of Athens 

Alexandrian biographical tradition, 14 
Greek mythology, 245, 247, 248 
Plato biography, 18, 19, 20 
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Platonic misrepresentation of age, 162 
Socrates’s last day, 397 
Socrates’s trial, 296 
Socratic counterproposal, 299, 305, 
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Apuleius (a.k.a. Lucius Apuleius 

Platonicus, or Lucius Apuleius 
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Plato biography, 15, 17, 18, 22, 23, 24 
Plato’s Academy, 32 
Socratic profile, 257, 258 

Aquinas, Thomas 
See Thomas Aquinas, Saint.  

Arcesilaus of Pitane 
Plato’s Academy (scholarch), 44, 45, 

46, 47 

Archedemus of Syracuse 
Plato’s Syracusan affairs, 30 

Archer-Hind, Richard Dacre 
Socratic counterproposal, 335 

Archestratus, son of Lycomedes 
Arginusaen general, 379, 380 

Archytas of Tarentum 
Plato’s Syracusan affairs, 30 
Platonic corpus (letters), 137 

Ares 
Greek pantheon (12 Olympians), 248 

Arete of Syracuse 
Plato’s Syracusan affairs, 28 

Aristippus of Cyrene 
Socrates’s last day, 395, 396, 397 
Socratic dialogue as genre, 132, 133 
Socratic prison break, 339 

Aristodemus of Aegium 
Plato’s Academy (scholarch), 45 

Aristodorus of Syracuse 
Platonic corpus (letters), 137 

Aristomache of Syracuse 
Plato’s Syracusan affairs, 28 

Ariston of Argos (a.k.a. Ariston the 
Argive) 
Plato’s teacher, 22, 23 

Ariston of Collytus 
Plato’s father, 18, 20, 21 

Aristonymus of Megalopolis 
Plato’s disciple, 52 

Aristophanes of Byzantium 
Platonic corpus (trilogical 

classification), 138–41, 143, 144 
Aristophanes of Cydathenaus (a.k.a. 

Aristophanes of Athens) 
Socratic parody, 132, 266, 326 
Socratic profile, 258 

Aristotle of Stagira 
Plato authority, 13, 31, 65, 78, 79, 

81–83, 84–87, 92, 95–96, 105–7, 
109, 117, 119, 121, 132, 150, 152, 
159, 442, 443, 444, 445 

Plato’s adversary, 33–34 
Plato’s disciple, 24–25, 48–49, 51, 52 
Socratic dialogue as genre, 132 
Socratic profile, 258 

Aristoxenus of Tarentum 
Plato’s lecture on the good, 84, 85, 86 
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Aristus of Ascalon 
Plato’s Academy (scholarch), 45 

Arnim, Hans Friedrich August von 
Plato’s thought (unitarianism), 79 
Platonic corpus (stylometric analysis), 

170 
Artemis 

Greek pantheon (12 Olympians), 248 
Plato’s Academy, 38 

Asclepigenia 
Plato’s Academy (scholarch), 45 

Asclepius 
Hippocratic Oath, 455 
Phaedo death scene, 328, 454, 455 
Republic myth, 455 

Athena 
Greek pantheon (12 Olympians), 248 
Plato’s Academy, 31, 35 
protectress of the city, 301 

Athenaeus of Naucratis 
Socratic dialogue as genre, 132 

Athenian Stranger 
grounds for legislation against 

impiety, 467 
impersonal immortality, 475 
Plato’s mouthpiece (Diogenes 

Laërtius), 58 
Platonic character, 197 

Atticus 
Plato’s Academy (scholarch), 45 

Augustine of Hippo, Saint 
Plato biography, 15 

Austin, Colin 
See Kassel, Rudolf, and Colin Austin.  

Axiothea of Phlius 
Plato’s disciple, 51 

	
  
Barnes, Jonathan 

Plato translator, 205 
Becker, Andrew S. 

Plato translator, 205 
Bell, Karen 

Plato translator, 205 
Benson, Hugh H. 

Socratic fallacy, 223 
Bentham, Jeremy 

biographical analogy, 154 
inference from text to author, 110, 
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Beversluis, John 
Plato’s thought (interpretive 

divisions), 75 
Socratic fallacy, 223 

Bloch, Enid 
Phaedo death scene, 456 
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Plato’s thought (Straussian 

esotericism), 77 
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Plato biography, 16, 19 
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Platonic corpus (structural overview), 
148, 170 

Brickhouse and Smith 
Apology historicity, 252, 258 
Athenian trial procedure, 297 
Crito’s emphasis on obedience, 375, 

376, 377 
Euthyphro’s logistic implications, 

242, 244 
Euthyphro’s religious symbolism, 

217, 218 
Socrates’s daimōnion, 221, 222 
Socrates’s divine mission, 269 
Socrates’s trial performance, 315, 

316, 317, 318 
Socratic counterproposal, 299, 301, 

304, 305, 319 
Socratic ignorance, 276 
Socratic profile, 259 

Brickhouse, Thomas C. 
See Brickhouse and Smith.  

Brown, Eric Alan 
Republic 10 on the immortality of the 

soul, 458 
Brown, John H. 

Euthyphro’s grammatical distinctions, 
239 

Budé, Guillaume 
Plato’s collected works (French 

edition), 203, 204 
Burger, Ronna 

Euthyphro’s religious terminology, 
211 

Phaedo as defending the opposite of 
the standard reading, 449 
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Apology as forensic oratory, 261 
Apology historicity, 256 
Arginusaen generals, 378 
Athenian trial procedure, 297 
Crito guaranteeing Socratic 

compliance, 335 
Crito’s emphasis on obedience, 365, 

373, 374, 375 
Crito’s literary symbolism, 333, 359 
Euthyphro’s contrast between active 

versus passive voice, 238 
Euthyphro’s logistic implications, 

242, 244 
Euthyphro’s religious symbolism, 217 
homicide as a religious offense, 214 
period between trial and execution of 

Socrates, 303 
Plato biography, 16, 20, 29, 283 
Plato’s Academy, 36 
Plato’s collected works (critical 

edition), 203 
Plato’s conception of the soul, 485 
Plato’s forms (audience familiarity), 
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Plato’s unwritten teaching, 83 
Socrates’s trial performance, 312, 

313, 314 
Socratic counterproposal, 304 
Socratic trial as political persecution, 

325 
Burnyeat, Myles F. 

Plato translator, 205 
Bury, Robert Gregg 

Plato translator, 205 
Butler, Joseph 

identity in opposition, 408 
	
  
Cairns, Huntington 

Plato’s collected works (English 
edition), 204 

Calder, William M., III 
Socratic profile, 257 

Callicles of Acharnae 
Gorgias intimidator, 263 
Platonic outlet for false opinion 

(Diogenes Laërtius), 58 
Calligenes 

Plato’s disciple, 52 

Callimachus of Cyrene 
Cleombrotus’s inspired suicide, 396 
Isocrates’s rhetorical target, 284 

Callippus of Aexone (a.k.a. Callippus of 
Athens, later, Callippus of Syracuse) 
Dion’s assassin, 30 
Plato’s disciple, 51 

Calvisius Taurus of Berytus (or Tyre) 
Plato’s Academy (scholarch), 45 

Camp, John McKesson 
Ancient Athens (topography), 333 

Campbell, Lewis 
Platonic corpus (stylometric analysis), 

157, 170, 183 
Carneades I of Cyrene (a.k.a. Carneades 

the Elder) 
Plato’s Academy (scholarch), 44, 45, 

46, 47 
Carneades II (a.k.a. Carneades the 

Younger, or Carneades, Son of 
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Plato’s Academy (scholarch), 44, 46 
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Phaedo interlocutor, 26, 334, 393, 

394, 398–403, 405, 406, 411, 412, 
413, 414, 416, 426 

Plato’s forms (audience familiarity), 
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reincarnation, 403 
scholarly reputation, 334, 393 
Socrates’s last day, 397 
Socratic prison break, 305, 334, 344 
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430–31 
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Socratic definition, 224 
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Plato’s disciple, 52 

Chaerephon of Sphettus 
Socrates’s divine mission, 267, 268, 

269, 270, 271, 272, 273, 292, 293 
Chaeron of Pellene 

Plato’s disciple, 52 
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Diogenes Laërtius source, 51 
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Greek pantheon (primeval gods), 248 
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Charmides of Athens 
Plato’s uncle, 20, 21 
Platonic character, 20 
sacrilege of 415 BC, 326 
Socratic definition, 224 
Thirty Tyrants, 20, 326 
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Aristotle on Plato, 121 
Plato’s Academy, 39, 40, 41 
Plato’s thought (developmentalism), 

79 
Platonic corpus (central crisis), 89, 90 

Chion of Heraclea 
Plato’s disciple, 52 
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Aristotle biography, 25 
Plato’s Academy, 53 
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Plato’s Academy (scholarch), 45 

Cicero (a.k.a. Marcus Tullius Cicero) 
Cleombrotus’s inspired suicide, 396 
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Plato’s Academy, 51 
Plato’s Academy (history), 43, 44, 46, 

47 
Socrates’s trial performance, 323, 324 

Clay, Diskin 
Plato translator, 205 
Socratic dialogue as genre, 132 

Cleombrotus of Ambracia 
Socrates’s last day, 395, 396, 397 
suicide inspired by the Phaedo, 396 

Clitomachus of Carthage 
Plato’s Academy (scholarch), 44, 45, 

46, 47 
Codrus 

last king of Athens, 214 
Plato’s ancestry, 20 

Coeus 
Greek pantheon (12 Titans), 248 

Cohen, S. Marc 
Euthyphro’s grammatical distinctions, 

239 
Comte, Auguste 

biographical analogy, 154 
Cooper, John Madison 

Plato translator, 205 

Plato’s collected works (English 
edition), 204 

Platonic corpus (structural overview), 
141 

Cooper, Lane 
Plato translator, 205 

Copleston, Frederick Charles 
Platonic corpus (standard 

developmental account), 152, 159, 
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Plato’s disciple, 51 
Platonic corpus (letters), 137 

Cornford, Francis Macdonald 
Plato translator, 205 
Platonic corpus (standard 

developmental account), 163–68, 
486 

Socrates’s trial performance, 312, 
313, 314 
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Asclepius’s mother, 455 
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cosmological argument, 464, 470 

Crates of Athens 
Plato’s Academy (scholarch), 44, 45 

Crates of Tarsus 
Plato’s Academy (scholarch), 44, 46 

Cratylus of Athens 
Plato’s intellectual heritage 

(Aristotle’s account), 31, 109 
Plato’s teacher, 31 

Critias of Athens 
Plato’s cousin, 20 
Platonic character, 20, 283 
sacrilege of 415 BC, 325, 326 
Socratic corruption, 281, 283, 284 
Thirty Tyrants, 20, 283, 284, 326 

Crito of Alopece 
Socrates’s last day, 394, 397, 401, 

453, 454 
Socrates’s trial, 296 
Socratic circle, 63, 305, 328, 394, 
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Socratic counterproposal, 299, 305, 

397 
Socratic prison break, 305, 331–88 
wealth, 305 
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Socrates’s last day, 332, 394, 397 
Socrates’s trial, 296, 332 
Socratic counterproposal, 299, 305, 
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Greek pantheon (12 Titans), 248 
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Euthyphro’s religious symbolism, 
215, 217, 227 

Greek pantheon (12 Titans), 215, 218, 
248 
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Socrates’s last day, 397 
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analogy on elusive conceptions, 208, 
245, 246 

Damascius of Damascus 
Plato’s Academy (scholarch), 45 
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Plato’s forms, 92 

Demeter 
Greek pantheon (12 Olympians), 248 

Demetrius of Amphipolis 
Plato’s disciple, 51 

Democritus of Abdera 
Academic tradition preceding Plato 

(Cicero’s account), 43, 44, 47 
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Plato’s stepbrother, 21 
Demosthenes of Athens 

Plato’s disciple, 51, 52 
Ten Attic Orators, 52 
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Socratic reasoning on religion, 222 
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Alexandrian biographical tradition, 14 
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Plato’s Academy, 33, 34, 35, 37, 38, 

52, 53 
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Arginusae trial, 378, 379 
Battle of Arginusae, 378, 379 

Diodotus (or Theodotus) 
Plato’s Academy (scholarch), 45 

Diogenes Laërtius 
Cebes biography, 334 
Crito biography, 331 
Euthyphro’s logistic implications, 244 
period between trial and execution of 

Socrates, 303 
Plato biography, 15, 17–31, 50, 283 
Plato’s Academy, 31, 32, 34, 46, 47, 

50, 51, 52, 53 
Plato’s mouthpieces, 58, 59 
Plato’s revisionism, 161 
Platonic corpus, 134, 135, 138, 139, 

140, 141, 142, 143, 144, 150, 159, 
176, 200 

Simmias biography, 334 
Socrates biography, 257 
Socrates’s trial performance, 323, 324 
Socratic charges, 278, 281 
Socratic counterproposal, 299, 304, 

305 
Socratic dialogue as genre, 132 
Socratic prison break, 339 
Socratic sentence, 302, 303, 304 
Socratic verdict, 297, 298 

Dion of Syracuse 
Plato’s disciple, 14, 17, 28, 29, 31, 51, 

52, 179 
Plato’s Syracusan affairs, 28, 29, 30 
Platonic corpus (letters), 60, 137 

Dione 
Greek pantheon (12 Titans, alternate), 

248 
Dionysius I (The Elder) 

Plato’s Syracusan affairs, 28 
Dionysius II (The Younger) 

Plato’s Syracusan affairs, 29, 30 
Platonic corpus (letters), 59, 137 
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Dionysius of Halicarnassus 
Plato’s revisionism, 161 

Dionysius the Grammarian 
Plato’s teacher, 23 

Dionysus 
Greek mystery cults, 403 
Greek pantheon (12 Olympians, 

alternate), 248 
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Platonic corpus (stylometric analysis), 
157, 183 

Dorandi, Tiziano 
Plato’s Academy, 44, 45, 46, 47 

Döring, Klaus 
Socratic dialogue as genre, 132 

Dorion, Louis-André 
Apology historicity, 253, 256, 258 
Socratic dialogue as genre, 132 
Xenophon’s Socrates, 258 

Dover, Kenneth James 
Euthyphro’s religious terminology, 

211 
Draco of Athens (5th century BC) 

Plato’s teacher, 23 
Draco of Athens (7th century BC) 

lawgiver, 385 
Dyer, Louis 

Apology as forensic oratory, 261 
	
  
Echecrates of Phlius 

Phaedo interlocutor, 26, 393, 395, 
396, 397, 426 

Edmonds, John Maxwell 
Plato translator, 205 

Eleatic Stranger 
Plato’s mouthpiece (Diogenes 

Laërtius), 58 
Platonic character, 197 

Elias (a.k.a. pseudo-Elias, or David) 
Plato’s Academy, 42 

Else, Gerald Frank 
Socratic dialogue as genre, 132 

Empedocles of Acragas (Agrigentum) 
Academic tradition preceding Plato 

(Cicero’s account), 47 
Plato’s intellectual heritage 

(Aristotle’s account), 109 
Epicrates of Ambracia 

Plato biography, 33, 34 

Epictetus of Hierapolis 
Socrates’s trial performance, 320, 321 

Epigenes of Cephisia 
Socrates’s last day, 397 
Socrates’s trial, 296 

Erastus of Scepsis 
Plato’s disciple, 51 
Platonic corpus (letters), 137 

Erechtheus 
Poseidon adversary and syncretic 

extension, 301 
Euaeon of Lampsacus 

Plato’s disciple, 51 
Euander of Phocis 

Plato’s Academy (scholarch), 40, 44, 
45 

Eubulus 
Plato’s Academy (scholarch), 45 

Eucleides (Archon of Athens) 
Act of Oblivion, 283 

Euclides of Megara 
Socrates’s last day, 397 
Socratic circle, 26, 156 
Socratic dialogue as genre, 132 

Eudoxus of Cnidus 
Plato’s Academy (acting scholarch), 

48 
Plato’s disciple, 52 

Euphorion of Chalcis 
Diogenes Laërtius source, 161 

Euphrasius 
Plato’s Academy (scholarch), 45 

Euripides of Phlya 
Plato biography, 27 
Plato inspiration, 455 

Eurytus of Tarentum 
Plato’s travels, 26 

Euthydemus of Chios and Thurii 
Platonic outlet for false opinion 

(Diogenes Laërtius), 58 
Republic setting, 324 

Euthyphro of Prospalta 
Euthyphro historicity, 63, 64, 214–16 
Euthyphro interlocutor, 209–47 
Euthyphro symbolism, 216–19, 328 
origination dilemma (Euthyphro 

dilemma), 231–41 
Socrates’s daimōnion, 220–22 



590 RETHINKING PLATO  

   

Evenus of Paros 
Sophist specifically named by 

Socrates in contrast to his own 
approach, 266, 302 

unorthodox advice by Socrates, 399, 
400, 401 

	
  
Favorinus of Arelate (or Arles) 

Diogenes Laërtius source, 18, 132, 
278, 281 

Field, Guy Cromwell 
Plato biography, 16 
Platonic corpus (structural overview), 
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Findlay, John Niemeyer 

Plato’s thought (Milan-Tübingen 
esotericism), 79 

Plato’s unwritten teaching, 83 
Fine, Gail 

Aristotle on Plato, 92 
Fortenbaugh, William W. 

Plato’s Academy, 42 
Foucart, Paul François 

Plato’s Academy, 37 
Fowler, Harold North 

Plato translator, 205 
Frede, Dorothea 

Plato translator, 205 
Frede, Michael 

Plato’s forms (self-predication), 100 
Freely, John 

Ancient Athens (topography), 333 
Friedländer, Paul 

Plato’s thought (unitarianism), 79 
Frost, Frank J. 

Ancient Athens (price structures), 301 
	
  
Gaea 

Greek pantheon (primeval gods), 248 
Gaiser, Konrad 

Plato’s Academy, 53 
Plato’s lecture on the good, 84, 85 
Plato’s thought (Milan-Tübingen 

esotericism), 78 
Plato’s unwritten teaching, 81 

Gallop, David 
Phaedo’s final argument, 444 
Plato translator, 205 

Geach, Peter Thomas 
Euthyphro’s grammatical distinctions, 

239 
Socratic fallacy, 223, 224 

Giannantoni, Gabriele 
Socratic dialogue as genre, 132 

Gill, Christopher 
Phaedo death scene, 456 

Gill, Mary Louise 
Plato translator, 205 

Glaucon of Collytus 
Plato’s brother, 21 
Platonic misrepresentation of age, 162 

Gómez-Lobo, Alfonso 
Socratic ignorance, 276 

Gomperz, Heinrich 
Apology historicity, 256 

Gonzalez, Francisco J. 
Plato against writing, 62 
Plato translator, 205 
Plato’s forms (theoreticity), 113, 115–

16, 120 
Gorgias of Leontini 

Apology as forensic oratory, 260, 321 
Platonic outlet for false opinion 

(Diogenes Laërtius), 58 
Sophist, 133 
Sophist specifically named by 

Socrates in contrast to his own 
approach, 266 

Graves, Bonita M. 
Phaedo death scene, 456 

Griswold, Charles L., Jr. 
Plato’s forms (theoreticity), 116, 120 

Grote, George 
Battle of Arginusae, 378, 380 
Crito’s emphasis on obedience, 373, 

374, 375 
Plato biography, 16, 21, 22 
Plato’s thought (developmentalism), 

79 
Socrates’s trial performance, 312, 

313, 316, 318, 319, 323 
Grube, George Maximilian Anthony 

Plato translator, 205 
Plato’s conception of the soul, 485 
Plato’s forms (audience familiarity), 

108 
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Gutas, Dimitri 
Plato’s Academy, 42 

Guthrie, William Keith Chambers 
Apology as forensic oratory, 320, 321 
Delphic oracle in action, 271 
Plato biography, 16 
Plato translator, 205 
Plato’s Academy, 36, 37 
Plato’s conception of the soul, 489 
Plato’s disciples, 52 
Plato’s thought (developmentalism), 

79 
Plato’s unwritten teaching, 83 
Platonic corpus (central crisis), 91 
Platonic corpus (letters), 137 
Platonic corpus (standard 

developmental account), 152, 153, 
161, 162 

Socrates’s divine mission, 269 
Socratic profile, 258 

	
  
Hackforth, Reginald 

Crito guaranteeing Socratic 
compliance, 335 

Plato translator, 205 
Plato’s unwritten teaching, 86 

Hades 
Greek pantheon (12 Olympians, 

alternate), 248 
Hadrian (a.k.a. Publius Aelius Hadrianus) 

Favorinus (biographical benchmark), 
278 

Hall, John C. 
Euthyphro’s grammatical distinctions, 

239 
Hamilton, Edith 

Greek mythology, 248 
Plato’s collected works (English 

edition), 204 
Hare, Richard Mervyn 

Plato’s forms (audience familiarity), 
110 

Haslam, Michael W. 
Socratic dialogue as genre, 132 

Hecademus (Akademos) 
Plato’s Academy, 31, 35 

Hegesinus of Pergamon 
Plato’s Academy (scholarch), 44, 45 

Hegias 
Plato’s Academy (scholarch), 45 

Hephaestus 
Greek pantheon (12 Olympians), 248 

Hera 
Greek pantheon (12 Olympians), 248 

Heraclides of Aenus 
Plato’s disciple, 51, 52 

Heraclides of Heraclea 
Plato’s disciple, 52 

Heraclides of Pontus (a.k.a. Heraclides 
Ponticus) 
Plato’s disciple, 51, 52 
Plato’s lecture on the good, 85 

Heraclitus of Ephesus 
Plato inspiration, 30, 31, 93 
Plato’s intellectual heritage 

(Aristotle’s account), 109 
Hermann, Karl Friedrich 

Plato’s thought (developmentalism), 
79 

Hermes 
Greek pantheon (12 Olympians), 248 

Hermias of Atarneus 
Platonic corpus (letters), 137 

Hermippus of Smyrna 
Diogenes Laërtius source, 18 

Hermodorus of Syracuse 
Plato’s disciple, 19, 52 

Hermogenes of Alopece 
Plato’s teacher, 31 
Socrates’s last day, 397 
Socrates’s trial, 253 

Hershbell, Jackson P. 
Plato translator, 205 

Hesiod 
Greek mythology, 219, 247, 248 

Hestia 
Greek pantheon (12 Olympians), 248 

Hestiaeus of Perinthus 
Plato’s disciple, 51 
Plato’s lecture on the good, 85 

Hesychius Illustrius of Miletus 
Plato biography, 15 

Hicks, Robert Drew 
Diogenes Laërtius translator, 19, 51, 

58, 278 
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Plato’s Academy (scholarch), 45 

Hippias of Elis 
Platonic outlet for false opinion 

(Diogenes Laërtius), 58 
Socratic definition, 224 
Sophist specifically named by 

Socrates in contrast to his own 
approach, 266 

Hippothales of Athens 
Plato’s disciple, 51 

Hobbes, Thomas 
social contract theory, 336 
Straussian esotericism, 77 

Homer 
epic poet, 23 
Greek mythology, 219, 245, 247 
role models, 290 

Hume, David 
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social contract theory, 336 

Hutchinson, Douglas S. 
Plato translator, 205 

Hyland, Drew A. 
Plato’s forms (theoreticity), 113, 116–

19, 120, 127 
Plato’s thought (moderate 

esotericism), 76 
Hyperides the Orator 

Plato’s disciple, 51, 52 
Ten Attic Orators, 52 

Hyperion 
Greek pantheon (12 Titans), 248 
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Greek pantheon (12 Titans), 248 
Idomeneus of Lampsacus 

Socratic prison break, 339 
Inwood, Brad 

Plato translator, 205 
Irwin, Terence H. 

Platonic corpus (structural overview), 
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Socratic ignorance, 276 
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Plato’s Academy (scholarch), 45 
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Apology as forensic oratory, 260 
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Jaffa, Harry 

Plato’s thought (Straussian 
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Socratic dialogue as genre, 132 
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the Grammarian, or John of 
Alexandria) 
Plato’s Academy, 42 

Jowett, Benjamin 
Plato translator, 205 
Plato’s collected works (English 

edition), 203, 204 
Joyal, Mark 

Plato translator, 205 
Joyce, Michael 

Plato translator, 205 
Judeich, Walther 

Plato’s Academy, 35 
	
  
Kahn, Charles H. 
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Socratic dialogue as genre, 63, 132, 
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Kassel, Rudolf, and Colin Austin 
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Kenny, Anthony 
Plato translator, 205 

Kock, Theodor 
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Krämer, Hans Joachim 
Plato’s thought (Milan-Tübingen 

esotericism), 78 
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