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the globalization and digitalization of culture, we are undergoing the 

beginnings of a new philosophical paradigm characterized by the frag-

mentation of experience. This fragmentation does not allow an 

overview of the totality of a field of experience, which is only possible 

to reduce to singular analytical moments. The fragmentation of experi-

ence is the result of a new jump of the capability to concretion. The 

"concrete" dominates the scene of thought impeding transcendent 

generalizations. The only possible generalization is that of the genea-

logical generalization, the reference to the kinship between examples, 

cases and situations. The "concrete" manifests itself defined by the his-

toric context of a non-transferable individuality. The concrete is also a 

phenomenological thing; it is inherent to the culture and history of 

that thing and transcendental to pure thought. (Moreover, "pure 

thought" itself, is only conceivable as concrete.) The new philosophical 

paradigm focused on interconnections, and boundaries; it emphases on 

differences, and therefore contains ambiguity as its study object. Inside 

this new paradigm, the world becomes multistable. The multistability 

of the world creates a gap between intention and implementation that 

distinguishes the "full" history as Natural history from the "broken" 

history as Cultural history. N a rural history is oblivious to conscious-

ness; broken history on the contrary, emerges as the product of human 

action and is accessible to consciousness. Since Marx, criticism has 

specified the project of transforming the world rather than interpreting 

it. However, the world no longer supports transformations. The trans-

formation was possible in a world designed as complete and 

constituted by stable forms. When stability disappears, the possibility 

of transformation as a founding action disappears. All we have left is 

only the manipulation of the world. Knowledge in the new philosoph-
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development parallel to the development of written language. We no-

tice that the historical presentation is built upon both forms of 

memory. We notice that the historical explanation is tied to the con-

crete experience of persons belonging to a culture. In the history of 

memory then, it is necessary to distinguish two important aspects, the 

development of spoken memory and the development of written 

memory. The most important difference between these two is the me-

dium used to perform the act of remembering. The one is supported 

by an audial presentation and the second by a visual presentation. Don 

Ihde studied the phenomenological characteristics of the visual and 

audial fields and their metaphysical consequences: 

Before me lies a box of paper dips. I fix them in the center of my 

vision. Their shape, shininess, and immobility are clear and dis-

tinct. But as soon as I pair their appearance with the question of an 

auditory aspect I note that they are also mute. I speculatively reflect 

on the history of philosophy with recollections of pages and pages 

devoted to the discussion of "material objects" with their various 

qualities and on the "world" of tables, desks, and chairs that inhab-

it so many philosophers' attentions: the realm of mute objects. Are 

these then the implicit standard of visualist metaphysics? For in re-

lation to stable, mute objects present to the center of clear and 

distinct vision, the role of predication seems easy and most evident. 

The qualities adhere easily to these material objects. 1 

The essential characteristic of a visual presentation is then its muteness. 

The same is valid to the written text. Muteness is also associated to 

1 Ihde, Don. Listening and Voice. Phenomenologies ofSound:, State University Press; 2007; p. 50-

51. 
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spatiality and to stability. On the other hand, audial presentations are 

inseparable of the notions of movement and time passing: 

A fly suddenly lands on the wall next to the desk where the paper 

clips and begins to crawl up that wall. My attention is distracted 

and I swat at him. He quickly, almost too quickly for the eye, es-

capes and flies to I know not where. Here is a moving, active being 

on the face of the visual "world." With the moving, active appear-

ance of the fly a second level or grouping of objects displays itself. 

This being, which is seen, is active and is characterized by motion. 

Movement belongs to the verb. He walks, he flies, he escapes. 

These are not quite correctly properties hut activities. Who are the 

"metaphysicians" of the fly? I recall speculatively those traditions of 

"process" and movement that would question the dominance of 

the stable, mute object, and see in motion a picture of the world. 

The verb is affirmed over the predicate.5 

The spheres of the invisible and the silent, limit the spheres of the visu-

al and the audial. These two spheres overlap partially in visual 

presentations that also are audial presentations; however, their natural 

being is to be independent from each other. 

According to traditional anthropological accounts as that of Levi-

Strauss, "writing language" could be understood, in a restricted sense, 

the presentation of language as "marks". The development of writing is 

naturally associated to the visual presentation that supports the visual 

sign. The history of the development from an anthropognomic visual 

presentation to a "visual mark" (that can support the phonetic sign) 

can be seen as the reverse of the development of children's depiction 

5 Ihde, Don. Ibid.. 
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