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Abstract

This thesis is a defense of (a version of) moral perceptualism. Moral
perceptualism (MP), as is generally understood, advocates the bold view that
“moral properties can be perceptual content”; its supporters include Audi (2013,
2015), Lord (2018), McNaughton (1988), McBrayer (2010a, 2010b), Cowan
(2015), and Werner (2016, 2020b). In support of MP, Werner (2016) bolsters
what he calls ‘phenomenal contrast arguments(PCAs)’. According to PCAs, the
best explanation for inter-subjective phenomenal contrast between two subjects
facing the same moral situation is that one subject has moral perceptual
experience(s) of moral properties, whereas the other does not. If PCAs are
sound, then MP can be justified (in that one subject does perceive moral
properties):' However, some powerful counterarguments against MP have been
proposed by Viayrynen(2018), Reiland(2021), and Chudnoff(2015); each of
them provides competing explanations for inter-subjective phenomenal contrast
and argues that their explanations are more.reasonable than PCAs. My purposes
in' this thesis are to ascertain (I) which explanation for inter-subjective
phenomenal contrast'is more reasonable; (I1) (how) could moral perceptualists

like Werner (2016, 2020b) properly reply to the counterarguments against MP ?
Or is there any better alternative explanation that could support MP ? As
regards (1), I will argue that Viyrynen’s(2018), Reiland’s(2021), and Chudnoff's

(2015) alternative explanatory models for inter-subjective phenomenal contrast
are not to be seen as competing explanations against the one provided by MP;
rather, they are complementary to it. As regards (II), I argue that
Viyrynen’s(2018), Reiland’s(2021), and Chudnoff's (2015) conterarguments
against MP at‘most demonstrate that certain moral properties (e.g., rightness/
wrongness/goodness/badness) can’t be part of the perceptual content, but their
arguments do not (or indeed cannot) rule out the possibility that moral salience
can be properly construed as part of the perceptual content. In light of this, I
argue that an alternative version of moral perceptualism, or what I call ‘moral
salience perceptualism’, according to which “moral salience can be part of the

perceptual content”, still remains alive and kicking in face of their



X1

counteraguments. Moreover, I argue that moral salience perceptualism is
explanatorily superior to Werner’s (2016) version of MP in terms of explaining

inter-subjective phenomenal contrast.

Keywords : moral perceptualism, phenomenal contrast, moral salience, moral

experiences, moral judgments
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