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“This book gives a detailed analysis of Engels’ Dialectics of Nature and the fullest and 
best account that I have seen of the controversies that have swirled around it and 
Engels’ philosophy more generally. It covers debates in the English, German and 
Russian literature. Remarkably comprehensive. A unique and invaluable resource.”

—Sean Sayers, Emeritus Professor of Philosophy, University of Kent, UK

“Why has a text on philosophy and the natural sciences written in the 19th century 
generated so much controversy for so many decades? Kaan Kangal surveys the 
battlefield in a thorough, lively and insightful way. He takes on those who have 
been there before him and puts forth his own fresh perspective on it all.”

—Helena Sheehan, Emeritus Professor, Dublin City University, Ireland

“Kaan Kangal’s book is an indispensable resource for understanding and evaluat-
ing Frederick Engels’ philosophy of nature, his views about dialectics, and their 
relation to Marx’s ideas. The heart of the book is a deep exploration of Engels’ 
intentions, arguments, ambiguities and contradictions, as expressed in his unfin-
ished Dialectics of Nature, a ‘book’ assembled and reassembled by others. Especially 
valuable are Kangal’s account of Engels’ different, overlapping projects and his 
complex relationships with Hegel, Kant and Aristotle.”

—Thomas Weston, Emeritus Professor of Philosophy, San Diego 
State University, USA
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