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He (%0), or harmony, has traditionally been a central concept in Chinese thought,
and to this day continues to shape the way in which people in China and East Asia
think about ethics and politics. Yet, there is no systematic and comprehensive
introduction of harmony as has been variously articulated in different Chinese
schools. This edited volume aims to fill this gap. The individual contributions

elaborate the conceptions of harmony as these were exemplified in central Chinese



schools of thought, including Daoism, Confucianism, Legalism, Mohism, Buddhism,
and trace their impact on contemporary Chinese philosophy. The volume explores
the various meanings and implications of harmony so as to consider its relevance
as a value and virtue in the modern world. It provides an accessible but substantial
introductory work for readers interested in learning about pertinent core concepts
and theories in Chinese thought, as well as engages specialists in Chinese
philosophy by explicating its implications for ethical, political, epistemological, and

metaphysical reflection as the basic point of reference.
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e Chenyang Li (ZF&EBH) is professor of philosophy at Nanyang Technological
University, Singapore, where he founded the philosophy program. His primary
areas of research are Chinese philosophy and comparative philosophy. He is
author of The Confucian Philosophy of Harmony and The Tao Encounters the
West, as well as over one hundred journal articles and book chapters. His
edited volumes include The Sage and the Second Sex, The East Asian Challenge
for Democracy (with Daniel Bell), Moral Cultivation and Confucian Character
(with Peimin Ni), and Chinese Metaphysics and Its Problems (with Franklin

Perkins). He was a senior visiting fellow at the City University of Hong Kong, an
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at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioural Sciences at Stanford

University.

Sai Hang Kwok ( $Bttt{E ) is now a postdoctoral fellow at the University of
Macau after spending two years as a CLASS postdoctoral fellow of the School
of Humanities at Nanyang Technological University. He received his PhD in
philosophy from the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology in 2017.
His research interests include phenomenology (Husserl, Heidegger, Levinas,
and Derrida), Chinese philosophy (Daoism, pre-Qin Confucianism), and
intercultural philosophy. His current project focuses on the comparative study
between phenomenology and Daoism. He has written a number of papers on
this subject, including “Zhuangzi’s Philosophy of Thing” (2016), “Zhuangzi and
the Logicians” (Dao Companion to Zhuangzi, forthcoming), and “The Problem

of Genesis in Derrida and Daoism” (2020).

Dascha Diiring received her PhD in cross-cultural philosophy from Utrecht
University (the Netherlands) in 2018, and worked as postdoctoral research
fellow of the School of Humanities, Nanyang Technological University (Sin-
gapore). She has published on harmony in Kantian and Confucian philosophy,
and on its relation to feminist thought. Together with Chenyang Li, she was
guest editor of a special issue on harmony of the Journal of East-West Thought
and editor of the volume Harmony (for the Virtues series) which will be

published by Oxford University Press in 2021.

Reviews

It should go without saying that “harmony” is a central concept in Chinese
thought, but what is less understood is the range of views and contestation

around “harmony.” By includina leadina scholars' views of the many faces of
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harmony, and especially by tracking the concept through time — down to the
present day — this volume offers a comprehensive, detailed examination of
this most important idea. The result is a volume that is unusually well
integrated and stands as an authoritative work on the subject of harmony.

— Stephen C. Angle, Professor of Philosophy and East Asian Studies, Wesleyan

University

e In a time marked by conflict and polarizing dispute (in the West), it is a
pleasure to read this book on "Harmony in Chinese Thought: A Philosophical
Introduction.” The contributors elaborate on different versions of harmony
championed by different Chinese schools and traditions, and they do it with
great competence and insight. The range of ideas covered in the book is
stunning; in my view this is the first academic text offering a comprehensive
landscape of philosophical traditions in China. The value of this landscape is all
the more compelling given the relative neglect of harmony in Western political
thought during recent centuries.

— Fred R. Dallmayr, Packey J. Dee Professor Emeritus, University of Notre

Dame
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SECTION IV: CONTENDING VOICES OF MOHISM, LEGALISM, AND BUDDHISM

9 Tong: A Mohist Response to the Confucian Harmony

Fan He
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Jenina G. Redrino
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Eirik Lang Harris
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Paul J. D'’Ambrosio
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Sungmoon Kim
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» So Jeong Park ( #MEERR ) is associate professor in the Korean Philosophy
Department at the College of Confucian Studies and Eastern Philosophy,
Sungkyunkwan University. Her research focus ranges from Korean philosophy
and comparative philosophy to philosophy of music. She published “Musical
Metaphors in Chinese Aesthetics” (2020), “Danger of Sound: Mozi’s Criticism of
Confucian Ritual Music” (2020), “Sound and Notation: Comparative Study on
Musical Ontology” (2017), “Music as a Necessary Means of Moral Education”
(2015), “Musical Thought in the Zhuangzi: A Criticism of the Confucian
Discourse on Ritual and Music” (2013), “Sound, Tone, and Music in Early China:
The Philosophical Foundation of Chinese Sound Culture” (2013), and {RaIEIE
RRGE—RFEFERICHIR) (2016).

o Scott Cook (EESR®) is Tan Chin Tuan Professor of Chinese Studies at Yale- NUS
College in Singapore. He specializes in pre-Qin manuscript studies and early
Chinese intellectual history. He is author of The Bamboo Texts of Guodian: A
Study and Complete Translation, Vols. 1-2 (2012), The Pre-Imperial Confucian
Texts of Guodian: Broad and Focused Perspectives Z3/E 2R EELRRER
(2006), A Multi-Perspective Survey of Lost Warring States Texts among the
Shanghai-Museum and Other Chu Manuscripts i8S # EEEIREZHEE (2018),
A Study of Recorded Conversations of Confucius Texts among the Shanghai
Museum Manuscripts EEMTEFLFEERIASR forthcoming 2021, and over

seventy-five articles in English and Chinese.

e Brook Ziporyn is Mircea Eliade Professor of Chinese religion, philosophy, and
comparative thought at the Divinity School of the University of Chicago. He

has authored several books on Daoism and Chinese Buddhist thouaht. the
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most recent being Emptiness and Omnipresence: An Essential Guide to Tiantai
Buddhism (2016). He is also the translator of the Daoist classic Zhuangzi: The
Complete Writings (2020).

Hans-Georg Moeller is professor of philosophy at the University of Macau. His
research focuses on Chinese and postcomparative philosophy and on social
and political thought. He is author of Genuine Pretending: On the Philosophy
of the Zhuangzi (with Paul D’Ambrosio), The Radical Luhmann, The Philosophy
of the Daodejing, and The Moral Fool: A Case for Amorality, as well as of the

forthcoming You and Your Profile (with Paul D’Ambrosio).

Ruiping Fan (BI%3¥ ) is professor in the Department of Public Policy at the
City University of Hong Kong. His research focuses on Confucian bioethics and
comparative philosophy. He has published over 170 journal articles and book
chapters (over ninety in English and eighty in Chinese), has authored two

monographs, and has edited/coedited nine books.

Fan He (fAJ£%) is associate researcher in the Philosophy Department at Sichuan
University in Chengdu, China. His research interests include classical Chinese
philosophy, early Chinese texts, and Chinese intellectual history. He is coauthor
of Comprehensive Harmony: Thomé Fang'’s Philosophy (with Chenyang Li and
Lili Zhang, 2018). His most recent publication is “How to Unite a Society with
Divisions and Differences: Two Visions of Tong in Early Chinese Political

Thought,” Monumenta Serica 68(2).

Jenina G. Redrino is assistant professor in the philosophy and theology area
of the De La Salle College of St. Benilde, Manila, Philippines. She has been in
academia for seven years and teaches core courses in philosophy at the tertiary
level. She earned her BA and MA in philosophy degrees from the Pontifical and

Royal University of Santo Tomas, Manila, and is presently pursuing her PhD in



philosophy from De La Salle University, Manila. Her research interests include
ancient Chinese political philosophy with a specialization in Legalist thought,
eastern and continental philosophy, and critical theory. She has presented
papers on these topics both locally and abroad. This is her first formally

published academic work.

Eirik Lang Harris has research interests in political philosophy, ethics, and
philosophy of law, with a focus on the early Chinese tradition, especially views
on the relationship between morality and politics. One of the goals of his
research is to demonstrate ways that early Chinese philosophical traditions
may be brought into dialogue with contemporary philosophical concerns. He is
author of The Shenzi Fragments: A Philosophical Analysis and Translation
(2016). He teaches at Colorado State University, and more details of his work

are available at www.eirikharris.net.

Hans-Rudolf Kantor is professor at the Graduate Institute of Asian Humanities
at Huafan University in Taipei. His field of research embraces Buddhist studies,
Chinese Buddhist philosophy, philosophy of religion, and cross-cultural
philosophy. He authored two books and numerous articles in English, German,
and Chinese on these topics published in academic journals such as Philosophy
East and West, Journal of Chinese Philosophy, Journal of Indian Philosophy,
and Asian Philosophy, as well as Chinese journals such as Taida Foxue yanjiu
zhongxin/Taiwan Journal of Buddhist Studies, and with American and German

publishers such as Oxford University Press and Harrassowitz.

Paul J. D'Ambrosio is associate professor of Chinese philosophy at East China
Normal University in Shanghai, China, fellow of the Institute of Modern
Chinese Thought and Culture, and dean of the Center for Intercultural
Research. He is author of Ef&RZZ[8] (2019), coauthor (with Hans-Georg Moeller)
of You and Your Profile (2021) and Genuine Pretending (2017), and editor (with
Michael Sandel) of Encountering China (2018). Additionally, he has authored



over seventy articles, chapters, and reviews, and is translator of over a dozen

books on Chinese philosophy.

« Sungmoon Kim is professor of political theory at City University of Hong Kong
where he is also director of the Center for East Asian and Comparative
Philosophy. Kim is author of Confucian Democracy in East Asia: Theory and
Practice (2014), Public Reason Confucianism: Democratic Perfectionism and
Constitutionalism in East Asia (2016), Democracy after Virtue: Toward
Pragmatic Confucian Democracy (2018), and Theorizing Confucian Virtue
Politics: The Political Philosophy of Mencius and Xunzi (2020). His research has
also appeared in leading political science journals such as American Political

Science Review, Journal of Politics, and British Journal of Political Science.
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