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Chunlin Liu, Assistant Professor, Depart. of Applied Philosophy, Chang Jung Christian University

Abstract

Recently, professors Christian List and Laura Valentini attempt to develop a
new concept of freedom, criticizing the ones under the liberal and republican
traditions. Their strategy is to find a concept of freedom satisfying the robust and
nonmoralized conditions and to argue that the liberal and republican conceptions
are not plausible. However, my view is that List and Valentini do not reasonably
criticize the republican conception led by Philip Pettit. In other words, they do not
see the real problem of republican freedom so that the straw man fallacy would
arise. The real issue for the republican freedom is the problem of political
legitimacy, not the nonmoralized one. In this paper, | would like to examine the
arguments from List and Valentini to explain why the real problem of republican
freedom is the problem of political legitimacy. | would also explain that if we can
take the issue seriously, then we know the relationship between the political

freedom and the institution in a further step.

Keywords: liberalism, republicanism, social freedom, non-domination, political

legitimacy
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