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METLIODOLOGICAL GROUNDS FOR SCIENTIFIC PREDICTING IN HISTORY

by

Vladimir Marko

Summary

In the opening lines of this article it is claimed that history is a discipline taking role as
part of unique body of science. The concept of scientific rationality is presented as the
criterion of demarcation between science and pseudoscience. From this statement as a
starting point, it follows that the methodological grounds for scientific predictions are com-
mon for all scientific disciplines.

Different aspects of scientific predicting are critically examined: thesis of symmetry,
determinism and predictability, indeterminism and predicability, reflexivity of predictions,
prediction of novelty and progress, predictions in relation to the time of their uttering, the
prediction sketch, truthfullness and regularity in implying prediction, and predictability of
human actions.

In the concluding section, the author admits of the possibility of constructing the theory
of history, opposed to eschatological philosophy of history, as a predictive theory with a
scientific basis and a theory whose specifications limit its misuse in practice.




