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STAMP ORNAMENTED POTTERY
FROM THE KNIAZHA HORA SITE!
(BASED ON EXCAVATIONS 1958-1965)

The article is devoted to the publication of the pottery with a stamp design from the Kniazha Hora Old
Rus fortress. During field seasons of 1958—19635, a representative collection of ceramic products was found
on the settlement by a detachment of the Slavic-Rus archaeology of the Kaniv complex expedition under the
direction of Halyna Mezentseva. Pots that are decorated with geometric figures-stamps are noteworthy
because they are rare for the Kniazha Hora area. Studying ornamentation is very important because the
décor reflects some aspects of the spiritual culture of ancient population. However, these unique findings
have not been given due attention by previous researchers. In the papers, the stamp type of ornament is
associated with the West Slavonic tradition. It testifies one more peculiarity of the Old Rus society s culture,

in particular, of the Kniazha Hora fortress.

Keywords: the Kniazha Hora fortress, Middle Dnipro River region, Old Rus period, intercultural contacts,

West Slavonic tradition, pottery, the stamp ornament.

During 1958-1965, archaeological excavations
of the Old Rus time’s fortress at the Kniazha Hora
area were carried out by a detachment of the Slavic-
Rus archaeology of the Kaniv complex expedition
led by Halyna Mezentseva.? The archaeological
monument is located on the high right bank of the
Dnipro River within Kaniv Nature reserve, 8 km
north of the present mouth of the Ros’ River
(Cherkasy region, Kaniv district).

The representative collection (near 1000 frag-
ments of different vessels)of Old Rus ceramic dishes
was found as a result of field excavations. The
pottery collection from the Kniazha Hora site may
date from 12" — first half of 13" centuries,’ by
analogy with the other archaeological monuments
of the Middle Dnipro River region.*

! Taking this opportunity, the author expresses sincere gratitude
to the head of the Archaeological Museum of Kyiv National Taras
Shevchenko’s University, Lyubov Samoilenko, for her assistance in
accessing the collection of findings from 1958 to 1965 from the
Kniazha Hora site, and also to Vitalii Koziuba, Serhii Ryzhov,
and Yevhen Synytsia for valuable consultations during researching
of ceramic materials from the settlement.

2 T'anuna Me3senuesa, /peenbopycore micmo Podenw (Kusioca
eopa) (Kui: Bua-Bo Kuiscwkoro ynisepcurery, 1968), 16.

3 Auzpiit MockaiieHko, «Jlo muTaHHs PO XPOHOJIOTIIO JaB-
HBOPYCBHKOTO oceeHHs: Ha KHsKill ropi 3a apXeooridHuM ma-
Tepianom» (Marepianu IX mixxHaponHoi koHbepeHuii [[Hi Haykn
ictopuuHoro ¢akynesrery, Kuis, Kirens 21, 2016), 494-98.

4 Look: Ierp Tonouko, «I'onuaproe neno», B Hosoe 6 apxeono-
euu Kuesa, otB. pen. Ilerp Tonouko (Kues: Haykosa nymka, 1981),
298-301; Muxaun Kyuepa, «Kepamukay, B Apxeonoeus Ykpaunckoui
CCP, 1. 3 «PanHecnassanckuil u OpesHepyCccKull nepuoobl», OTB. pel.
Ierp Tonouxo (Kues: HaykoBa nymka, 1986), 448—50; Banenru-
Ha [lerpamenko, /[pesuepycckoe ceno (no mamepuaniam noceneHu
v ¢. [pucoposra) (Kues, 2005), 54-64.
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Vast majority of pottery from the Kniazha Ho-
ra fortress is ornamented with traditional types of de-
corating for the Old Rus dishes — straight horizon-
tal and wavy lines, “wavy quotes”, and various com-
binations of these elements. However, the several
fragments of pottery pots, which are decorated with a
rare for the Kniazha Hora area stamp type of orna-
mentation, represent particular interest. Despite the
uniqueness, these findings have been documented and
described lacunarly. Nevertheless, study of features of
the ceramic ware’s décor is very important because
the ornamentation reflects some aspects of the spir-
itual culture of the ancient population. The purpose
of this article is to characterize the stamp type of
ornament in decorating of pottery from the Kniazha
Hora Old Rus fortress in context of historical and
cultural development of the Middle Dnipro River
region in 12th—13th centuries.

In total, 6 fragments of pots with a stamp orna-
ment on their shoulders in the form of horizontal
rows of pressed geometric figures were found on the
Kniazha Hora fortress. Some of them are kept in funds
of the Archaeological Museum of Kyiv National Taras
Shevchenko University. Others are known from the
publications® and reports® of Halyna Mezentseva.

One of fragments (Fragment 1) was found in
1959 directly in the cultural layer of the unfortified

> Me3ewnresa, /pesnvopycvke micmo, 170.

¢ Fanuua Me3seHuesa, 36im npo pobomy c106 'sHo-pycbkoi ap-
xeonoeii Kaniscoroi apxeonoeiunoi excneouyii Kuiscokozo opoena
Jlenina oepowcasnozo ynisepcumemy im. T. I Illesuenka, @omo-
anvoom (Kuis: KAY im. T. leBuenka, 1964), 25.
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Figure. Ceramic vessels from 12" — first half of 13" centuries with a stamp décor
from the Kniazha Hora area (excavations by Halyna Mezentseva):
a— Fragment 1; b — Fragment 2; ¢ — Fragment 3; d — Fragment 4; e — Fragment 5; f — Fragment 6.

part of the settlement.! All the other fragments of pots
originate from the pit Ne 1, which is situated on the
fortified part of the settlement near the defensive soil
wall and covers the remnants of dwelling Ne 19.3
According to ceramic materials, the pit Ne 1 should
be dated from the second qr. of the 13th century.

Let us make a short description of the materials.
Fragment 1 (figure, @) is dated from the 12th centu-
ry by the method of modeling of upper part of the
vessel. Ornament is a number of recesses in the
form of triangles and sub-triangular figures. It is
located on the extant fragment in two rows.

Décor of Fragment 2 (figure, b) also has the form
of triangles and sub-triangular figures, combined on a
preserved fragment in three rows. In addition to trian-
gles, in a single case there is a recess in the form of a
rhombus in a plane of fragment (the 3rd figure from
the left edge in the first row from the top).

Fragment 3 (figure, ¢) is dated from the 12th —
early 13th centuries. There are two rows of triangu-
lar and sub-triangular indentations on the preserved
plane of the vessel.

Fragment 4 (figure, d) is dated from the first half
of the 13th century. The smallest piece of ornament
was preserved on it. Deepened geometric figures,

! ApxiB Apxeonoriuroro my3seto KHY im. T. IlleBuenka, /neen-
MapHuti Onuc 3HaxiooK 3a2ony ciassHopycvkoi apxeonozii Kanie-
cokoi excneouyii 6 aunui 1959 p. (Kuis, 1959), 1-2.

2 ApxiB Apxeonoriunoro myseto KHY im. T. [lleBuenka, /neen-
mapruil onuc 3Haxiook 3 Kusoicoi 2opu 6ins m. Kaniea (Kuis, 1964),
apk. 34-5.

3 Mesenuesa, /[pesnvopycoke micmo, 22.

like in other cases, have a triangular and sub-trian-
gular shape.

Fragments 5 and 6 are known from the publica-
tions of Halyna Mezentseva. The largest section of
stamp decor was preserved on Fragment 5 (figure, €).
Fragment 6 (figure, f) is very similar to Fragment 2,
hence a question follows, are both fragments the
parts of the same vessel?

The ornamentation has an in-depth character on
all six pots. It is interesting that all vessels with a
stamp design from the Kniazha Hora fortress have
figures-indentations in the triangular and sub-tri-
angular form.

It should be noted that there were no pottery
kilns on the Kniazha Hora area.* Therefore, a ques-
tion about the place of production of ceramic dishes,
including with a stamp design, discovered at the for-
tress, remains unanswered.

Considering the stamp type of ornament in con-
text of the historical and cultural development of
a large region, we emphasize that the stamp type
of ornament is rare, not only for the Kniazha Hora
site but also for the all Middle Dnipro River
region.’ According to the literature, the stamp type
of ornament from 12th—13th centuries at the Middle
Dnipro River territory is associated with relies of
the West Slavonic tradition.®

4 Mesenuesa, /[pesnbopycvke micmo, 96.

3 Opuit MopryHoB, Jlemonuchviii 20pod Crenopoo u e2o okpy-
2a ¢ X—XIII 6. (Cankr-IlerepOypr, 2012), 154.

¢ Ibid., 154, 166.
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In conclusion, an insignificant number of pottery
vessels from 12th — first half of 13th centuries with the
stamp type of ornament is an evidence of local specific
of relies of West Slavonic ornamental tradition at the
Kniazha Hora area. Perhaps later on, more publications

appear in the scientific community detecting a number
of such local samples of ceramic dishes with décor in
the form of geometric figures-indentations on Old Rus
archaeological monuments, which will shed light on
yet another aspect of the Old Rus society’s culture.
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TOHYAPHHUU MTOCY]
31 LITAMIIOBUM OPHAMEHTOM I3 KHSI’)KOi TOPA
(3A MATEPIAJIAMH PO3KOIIOK 1958-1965 pp.)

Cmammio npucesyeno nyonikayii 2OH4apHUX 20PWUKI6 OABHLOPYCLKO2O YACY 3i WUMAMNOSUM OPHA-
menmom i3 Kusocoi copu. Ilam’smka pozmawosana na npasomy bepesi p. /[Hinpo y cepeouiil it meuii

(Kaniscokuii pation, Yepracvka obracmy).

11io yac nonvosux cesonis 1958—1965 pp. excneduyisn nio kepienuymeom I. Mezenyegoi na copo-

ouwyi 8uUABULA NPEOCMABHUYLKY KOLeKYllo Kepamiunux eupoodie. Ocobausuil inmepec cmaHogiams 2op-
wuxu XII — nepwoi nonosunu XIII cm., 030061eni ceomempuuHumu Qhicypamu-60a8ieHHAMU, 3 0215~
0y na ix piokicnicms 0as Knsiocoi eopu. Ilpome yum yHiKarvHum 3HAxXiokam He npuoiiuiu 00Cmamusbo
yeazu nonepeoui 00caioHuku. Pazom 3 mum, 00CniodxicenHs opuamenmayii Kepamivnoeo nocyoy
€ BANCIUBUM, OCKLIbKU 8 030001eHHI 81000pA€CAOMbCA NEGHI ACneKmu 0YXO8HOI Kyibmypu O0A8HbO2O
Hacenenns.

13 wecmu nasenux gppacmenmis opwuKie 3i WMAMNOBUM OPHAMEHMOM HEMAE JHCOOHO020, de b V30D
3bepizca noguicmio. OpHamenmu po3mauio8ani Ha NAiYKax NOCYOUH i Maroms 3a2nubienuti xapaxmep.
Dicypu-60asienns Ha 8I0OMUX ppasmenmax GIOPI3HAIOMbCS 3a POIMIPAMU | NPONOPYIAMU MA 34 KOH-
Qicypayiero na nAOWUHI NOCYOUHU.

Lixaso, wo Ha nocyounax iz Kusoicoi copu icypu-edasnenns maioms mpuxymuy ma niOmpuxymHy
Gopmy, Ha IOMIHY 8I0 THUUX OABHLOPYCLKUX NAM SMOK, 0€ Nepesadcaiomy iHull 2eomempuyni gpopmiu.

Tonuapnux 2opnie abo neueii na Kusiciii 2opi eusgieno mne 6yno, momy numanHs micys 6upooHuymsea
2OHYAPHOI KepamiKu, 3HANOeHOl Ha 20poOUll, 3ATUUAENBCA BIOKDUNUM.

0300061eHHs1 Y uensAol NIHIUHUX psiOie 2eoMempudtux (icyp-60asieHb HA KePAMIYHOMY NOCyOi € pio-
KicHum Ha 0asHbopycokux nam amrax Cepeonvoeo [1ooninpog’s. B nimepamypi wuimamnoguii mun opHa-
meumy Ha nocyoi XII — nepwoi nonosunu XIII cm. nog’aszyoms i3 perikmamu 3axiOHOC108 AHCHKOT
mpaouyii, wo ceiouums NpPo uje 00Ky 0COOIUBICMb KYIbMYPU OABHLOPYCLKO2O CYCRINbCMEA, 30KpemMa
na Kusoiciu eopi.

Kurouosi cioBa: roponumie Kusoxa ropa, Cepenne IlogHIpoB’s, 1aBHROPYCHKHN MEPIOA, MIKKYIBTYPHI
KOHTAKTH, 3aX1IHOCIIOB’ THChKA TPaIuLlis, TOHYapHUI [TOCYH, IITAMIIOBHI OPHAMEHT.
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