Plato’s Conception of Justice and the Question of Human Dignity



PHILOSOPHY AND CULTURAL STUDIES
REVISITED/HISTORISCH GENETISCHE STUDIEN
ZUR PHILOSOPHIE UND KULTURGESCHICHTE

Edited by/herausgegeben von
Seweryn Blandzi

Advisory Board / Wissenschaftlicher Beirat
Manfred Frank (University of Titbingen)
Kamila Najdek (University of Warsaw)
Marek Otisk (University of Ostrava, Czech Academy of Sciences in Prague)
Wojciech Starzynski (Polish Academy of Sciences)

VOL. 4

=

PETER LANG



Marek Piechowiak

Plato's Conception of Justice
and the Question
of Human Dignity

=

PETER LANG



Bibliographic Information published by the Deutsche Nationalbibliothek
The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche
Nationalbibliografie; detailed bibliographic data is available on the internet at
http://dnb.d-nb.de.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
A CIP catalog record for this book has been applied for at the Library of Congress.

This project was financed with funds from the National Science Centre
(Poland) under grant number DEC-2013/09/B/HS5/04232.

i SWPS

UNIVERSITY

Cover Design: © Olaf Gloeckler, Atelier Platen, Friedberg
Cover Image: © Marek Piechowiak

Printed by CPI books GmbH, Leck

ISSN 2510-5353
ISBN 978-3-631-65970-0 (Print)
E-ISBN 978-3-653-05425-5 (E-PDF)
E-ISBN 978-3-631-71090-6 (EPUB)
E-ISBN 978-3-631-71091-3 (MOBI)
DOI 10.3726/978-3-653-05425-5

© Peter Lang GmbH
Internationaler Verlag der Wissenschaften
Berlin 2019
All rights reserved.

Peter Lang - Berlin - Bern - Bruxelles - New York -
Oxford - Warszawa - Wien

All parts of this publication are protected by copyright. Any utilisation outside the
strict limits of the copyright law, without the permission of the publisher, is forbidden
and liable to prosecution. This applies in particular to reproductions, translations,
microfilming, and storage and processing in electronic retrieval systems.

This publication has been peer reviewed
by Krzysztof Wroczynski and Wojciech Zelaniec.

www.peterlang.com



Contents

PIELACE ..ot 15
1 INtroduction ... 17
1.1 What this book is abOUt ......cccccevevevenieiricerrcereceeeeeieees 17
1.2 Dignity as a fundamental value in 1law ........ccccocvvrvvvrvnvinnenienieniennne. 17
1.3 WY PIAEO? <roovooooeeeeeeeeeeeeessesese s ssessssssssssseessssesssssssssssssssssssesseeesssssssssssssses 19
1.4 ODJECLIVES ovvvvvvverrererereriirirererererssrssssssseseseserssssssesesesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesesessns 22
1.5 Interpreting Plato ......cccovevvvvniveeenicseeeesssessssssesessssssssseresessens 28
1.6 'The structure of this DOOK ..o, 31
2 The Timaeus on dignity: the Demiurge’s speech ... 35
2.1 The Timaeus as a dialogue on JUSHICE .....cocvvvrvvvrvrerirrernreresrsrersinerenns 35
2.2 Formal aspects of the teXt ..o 39
2.3 'The complexity and mortality of the soul .........cccvevrvrvrvrvrvrvrerererrrirnnns 40
2.4 Dignity as existential perfection ..........ccovvvervvrvernnvenneessenreens 41
2.5 Prohibition on instrumental treatment ............cccoocvvvenreenrerienes 43
2.6 Human beings and the gods ... 46
2.7 The human being in relation to the whole .........ccocovvvrvrvvvrveirriennnns 47
3 JUSHICE AS A VIITUE ... snsnes 53
3.1 Introductory remarks .........cccovvrerereiririiererenirsennsnseseresesssssssesesesssssssenns 53
3.2 Some terminological iSSUES ........ccceveveieiririeerere e, 54

3.3 Justice and happiness—justice as the most important of

Al INATEETS <o 58
3.3.1 Justice as the subject of the best possible art ...........ccccooevvvenennn 58
3.3.2 The greatest evil and the greatest good .......ccocoevveervriererrrennnnnn. 59

3.3.3 Utility as the foundation of one’s good .......ccocoevvevvrierernecrennen. 62



Contents

3.4 Traditional formulae describing just actions ...........ccoovrerverevererrerenene
3.5 'The Republic as a dialogue on the individual ..........cccoovrevrvrverevirennn.
3.6 'The model of the state and the teaching of virtues ......ccocvrvrverennee.

3.6.1 Improvement of MAN ........cccovvrevvrerenvnrienrereeeeessesesssseseens
3.6.1.1 SOCTatiC QUESHIONS ...c.overvrererererrrriirenererrrenerereremesnrenerensnsesenes
3.6.1.2 Is the soul simple or complex? .........coorvrvverrerervervrrerrenne.
3.6.1.3 How to find justice in the state .........ccocoererrvvvivresrrernnns

3.6.2 WISHOIIL .ovvvveirvervirerneienensssssrensensensessenersessersessessassessssssssssesassessssessenss

3.6.3 COUTALE .ovvvvvvvirirrrerereverireresesesesesiesesmsesesesesssesesesesssesseseesesssessesesesesesesens
3.6.3.1 Common understanding of courage ..........ccooovvrvvrvvrerrnne.
3.6.3.2 'The specificity of Plato’s approach ..........ccccoovvvvrvverervnnnn.
3.6.3.3 “What things are to be feared’ and human freedom .....

3.6.4 MOAETALION ..ovvvvrirvireireiersnrenrenrenrenrensenenersersessessassessessessssesessessssessenss

3.6.5 Justice in the model of the state ...........ccocoovvivveiieiieeee,
3.6.5.1 INtrOdUCHION ..vvvvevvrreirerrerrerrerereeeeseassessesesmersessssssssssessesnes
3.6.5.2 What justice in the state iS ..........cccorvrvrrrvrervrerrerrnrerernennnns
3.6.5.3 Weakness of the eVIdence .......coovvvervrvrvrenenernrrersensenerenne
3.6.5.4 Beyond triviality .........cccovvvverenniiiereinnenrenenssessssssnnns
3.6.5.5 Happiness of the state or happiness of

the INdividual? ........ccovvvvvirvneneeeeenn
3.7 What in truth is justiCe? ..o,
3.7.1 Description Of JUSHICE ....vvvrevrerrerererrerrerirersersesnesnesseseesnsesesesessersenss

3.7.2 Justice in the model of the state as €idwAov—a phantom of
JUSLICE vttt ettt er st es et s b st ene e nene

3.7.3 'The Phaedrus and the model of the state in the Republic.............
3.7.3.1 Discourse in ink and discourse in the soul ......................

3.7.3.2 'The subject of inner discourse and the aim of
KNOWIEAEZE ..v.vvevvveevririesriesrie e ssnsesseses

3.7.4 Justice as the internal unity and health of the soul .....................
3.7.5 Versatility of the just Man ...........cccocvvverrvvinnrereinnneeneerenersnsesnsenns

3.7.6 Unity of virtues in just aCtions .........cccvvvrvvvrervirererrererersesnsnnrssserenns

75

96
97



Contents 9

4 The content of juSt ACLIONS ..., 121
4.1 Socrates talks to himself about JUSHICE ....ccvvvvvrrvvrerirrrreerrsereene, 121
4,1.1 Preliminary remarks ...........cccovvviveriernnnernnrennsnsnessssesnsssesens 121
4.1.2 'The form of the argument ...........ccccocveerennvrreererrenene 123
4.1.3 Detailed analyses ........cccoovvivieirieeiieeiese e 127
4.1.4 The ‘head’ of Socrates’ conversation about justice ...........cc......... 131
4.1.5 A difficult step in the argument and Plato’s teaching on the
GOOM .ottt 133
4.1.5.1 From justice in the soul to the justice of actions ........... 133
4.1.5.2 Shadows and statues of JUSHICE ........crvrvrrrrvrervrereererrrereensnns 134
4.1.5.3 The GOOd ...covvrmvrreerreereereercreeseeesenie e enensnens 135
4.1.5.4 EdUcation ..o 138
4.1.5.5 Reconsidering the difficulties in the argumentation
N the GOTgias ..o 142
4,1.6 Further appliCations ..........cocecvvvvrerverernrenrsisessssessesssresessssssnnes 144
4.2 Negative and positive characteristics of just actions ...........ccocovvveeee 145
4.2.1 The harm principle ........ccvvvvvvervnieeneersseeeens 145
4.2.2 Just actions as something beneficial for others ........ccccoovvvivnnnes 148
5 Justice of the law and justice of the state ............................... 153
5.1 FOUNAIONS ..o nsensessesessssenes 153
5.2 The wisdom and freedom to shape one’s life and Plato’s alleged
tOtalitarianiSIM .....ooveeveeeeee e 157
5.2.1 Converging arguments against Plato’s totalitarianism ............... 157
5.2.2 Wisdom as the knowledge that oversees just actions ............... 161
5.2.3 'The failure of Isaiah Berlin’s argument ...........cccccovvererrvrerrrrvrrerennn. 162
5.2.4 Freedom to shape one’s own life .........coovvirvvvrvrvnvneneneniernenns 167
5.2.4.1 Short-term life planning ..........ccoveerervevvververvevreverernene 167
5.2.4.2 Long-term life planning ... 168

5.2.5 Concluding remarks ..........cccocvervrvrrvinirersieeninnnesssssssssssssresess 173



10 Contents
5.3 PUNILIVE JUSTICE ..ovevvrivivrireriirirreeririnreeernereneresesesreresesssreresesmsssresssesssreresessones 173
5.3.1 Preliminary remarks ........c.coccvevvvereveerrinnmnisennssereerssnssnssssssesns 173
5.3.2 Rhetoric as a counterfeit of punitive justice .........ccccovvvrrevererennee. 174
5.3.3 'The principal aims of punishment ...........coocvovverevrererrvrerernrrennnn. 177
5.3.4 The health of the soul as the foundation of justice ..........c........... 179
5.3.5 Equality of proportions as a basis for the determination of
PUIISHINENL 1. sessessensessesessessassesnses 180
5.3.6 Injustice which punishment cannot repair ...........coocovvrervrvrerennn. 182
5.3.7 'The inevitability of punishment by the gods and two aims
OF the 1aW ..ceee e 185
5.3.8 Civil law aspects of punishment ............occoovrvnvrvrvrvnenininierenns 186
5.3.9 Concluding remarks ...........cocovrevvrervnrnnrennneineeresssenns 187
6 EQUALLLY ... 189
6.1 Initial remMAarKS ....cvvvvivirierereiee e nens 189
6.2 Equality in dignity ....cccocoveevriierceeeee e 189
6.3 Proportionate equality as a basis for shaping actions ............ccevevvnen. 191
6.3.1 Preliminary remarks ...........covvivrvivernrrirernnresnnsnrsssnssssnessssserssseress 191
6.3.2 Arithmetic eqUALILY ....cvvvvrvrerrerrrveeeeeeee e reesessennes 192
6.3.3 Geometric equality as the foundation of true justice .................. 193
6.3.4 Aristotle’s continuation of Plato’s teaching on geometric
507 0103 o 50 1 SO 197
6.3.5 Concluding remarks .........ccccovvrerrerriniriineiinnememersnes 200
6.4 Justice and friendship ..o 201
6.4.1 Preliminary remarks ...........ccccooiirivereirirereeiieieneeeessee e sensseenens 201
6.4.2 Friendship with oneself ... 201
6.4.3 Equality as the foundation of friendship ........ccocovovvevnennnnnns 202
6.4.4 Friendship as an aim of laws .......cccoeovvvvvvenrernreeee 203
6.4.5 Non-violence in implementing justiCe .........c.cccoevvreerreererennnes 207
6.4.6 Justice in giving and reCeiving ..........ccoocvevrereorireriereereereererenns 208

6.4.7 Concluding remarks ..........coovvveererrrirreneerse e 211



Contents 11

7 Some key issues in Plato’s conception of justice ... 213
7.1 What is more excellent—justice of the soul or justice of action? ..... 213
7.2 Which activity is best and what is its best object? .........ccovvrvrvrvrerennnn, 219

7.2.1 Preliminary remarks .......cccocooovevivriviiieeneeneeee e 219
7.2.2 What is a proper object of love? What is a proper object of
JUSE ACHIONIS? .vvveverereeiirrerereesesesrereresesesesreresssesessssesesesesessssesesenessssesesens 220
7.2.2.1 Abstract form or concrete individual—challenging
GIegory VIAStOS ...cocveeveereerirerreereecsee e 220
7.2.2.2 Engendering and birth as an aim of love ...........cocvvrvenne. 222
7.2.2.3 Loving imperfect Creatures ..........cooeoevvveveervereererverernene 223
7.2.2.4 Loving an individual .........cceiienceenenen 223
7.2.3 Just actions over cONteMpPlation .............coeoerverervrervereerenerersererennes 225
7.2.3.1 Back home from the top of the heavens—what are
souls free of mortal deficiency doing? ...........coccvrvvvrervenen. 225
7.2.3.2 Back to the cave from the light of the sun—what is
the use of abstract forms? ..o 228
7.2.3.3 What does the Good—the Demiurge—do? ...........corrvene. 231
7.2.4 'The Timaeus and Plato’s teaching on justice ...........ccoervververerinnes 233
7.2.5 'The elderly Cephalus on justice: foreword as epilogue .............. 238
7.2.6 CloSING TEMATKS ....ovvrvrirerrerrenrerrererenersersersersessessessesssssesesessssessenss 240
7.3 'The sharing of wives: testing the interpretation on a ‘hard case’ .... 240
7.3.1 Preliminary remarks .........cccooocvivereecereierininneninieeeesesee e, 240
7.3.2 'The dolphin of Arion—an introduction by Plato’s Socrates ....... 242
7.3.3 Non-geometrical but erotic necessities ..........cocceveverrereeereverenenne. 243
7.3.4 Some instructions on how to read Plato ..., 247
7.3.5 What can be gained from the discussion about women? ........... 248
7.3.5.1 Fundamental equality of the sexes .......cccccoovvvrrvrrrrennne. 248
7.3.5.2 No justification for subordinating weaker minds to
1 0] 81 G0 1O OO 250
7.3.5.3 The highest standards of friendship .........c.ccccovrvvrvrirenec. 251
7.3.5.4 How to establish friendship in the soul ...........ccovrvvrnene. 252

7.3.6 CloSING T€MATKS .....vvvvvrririrerriireniseresnnsrersrsesssesesssesesesssssssssssssssseseses 252



Contents

CONCIUSIONS .....ooc s ssnes 255
8.1 DIGNILY ovevvvririrrerirrerirrernerereivreerreeeneseeresesresesesnesesresesresesresesreseesmenesresesmeneorens 255
8.2 JUSHICE OF the SOUL ...vivieveiiecciccceee ettt s e e e ssnenssnenesnens 257
8.3 JUSHICE OF ACTIONIS ...vvvivveieiieeeieeseeseessessssenesseresenenserenserensssnenssnenssnenserens 259
8.4 Justice of laws and the State ........ccocoovivieeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e, 261
BIBLIOGRAPHY ... 265
I WOTKS Of PLALO .ooveieiiiicc s e 265

A COlLECHIONS .vvvrvrirerererrsiisere e ss s s ensesssssesesens 265

D DIAlOZUES o 265

IT RELETCIICES .ovvvervrririririrrvririririsssererererensnsesssressssssesasesssssssesessssssssesessssssseseenes 267
INAEXES ... sttt 279
INAEX LOCOTUIN ..o ssassse s ssasssssessssssessssssssessesessasssesessenens 281

GENETAITNAEX oo eeeeree e st ereereseeressenneneeneenesnenseneenenseneoreonessensenen 289



