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Challenges of Al for Promoting Sikhism
in the 21st Century
Dr. Devinoer PaL SinGH*

Atificial Inteligence (Al is a technology that enables machines or computer systems
to perform tasks that usually require human intelligence. Al systems can understand and
interpret information, make decisions, and solve problems based on patterns and data.
‘They can also improve their performance over time by learning from their experiences. Al
is usedin various applications, such as enhancing knowledge and understanding, helping
‘asvoice assistants, aiding in image recognition, faciltating self-driving cars, and helping
diagnose diseases. The appropriate usage of Al can help in the promotion of Sikhism.
However, awareness of the pitfalls of using Al for religious purposes is essential. So, we
must use Al with caution in spiritual matters.

Using Al for Promoting Sikhism

There are several ways to promote Sikhism by using Al. For instance, Al-powered
search engines, digital libraries, and information retrieval systems can provide Sikhs
‘with easy and quick access to a vast amount of knowledge related to their faith. Individuals
‘can explore Sikh scriptures, historical texts, philosophical writings, and teachings with
just a few clicks. This accessibility fosters a broader understanding of Sikhism and
promotes continuous learing. Al-powered educational platforms can recommend

relevant resources, courses, and learning materials tailored to the specific needs of each
leamer.

Al-powered language translation tools can help Sikhs access Sikh scriptures and
texts in languages they are more comfortable with. These tools can bridge language
barriers, allowing individuals to study and understand Sikh teachings in their preferred
language. Al can also aid in interpreting and contextualizing complex religious texts,
providing altemative interpretations, and promoting deeper insights.

“Director, Center for Understanding Sikhism, Mississauga, Ontario, Canada.
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Alalgorithms can assist in analyzing and interpreting large volumes of religious texts,
including the Guru Granth Sahib, the central sacred scripture of Sikhism. It can contribute
tothe interpretation and scholarship of Sikh scriptures. Al technologies such as virtual
reality (VR) and augmented reality (AR) can create immersive and interactive leaming
experiences for Sikhs. Virtual tours of historical Sikh sites, immersive storytelling, and
interactive simulations of historical events can bring Sikh history and teachings to life,
allowing individuals to engage with their faith more experientially and engagingly.

Al-powered platforms and online communities can connect Sikhs worldwide, fostering
collaboration, knowledge sharing, and intellectual discussions. Al can facilitate the
discovery of like-minded individuals and encourage collaborative research andinitiatives.
Al-powered chatbots and virtual assistants can provide intelligent aid and advice on Sikh
practices, rituals, and philosophical concepts. These Al systems can answer common
questions, offer explanations, and provide resources to supportindividuals in their spiritual
journey. Intelligent assistance can be available 24/7, enabling individuals to seek guidance
‘and deepen their understanding of Sikhism at their convenience.

Alalgorithms can analyze large datasets, including historical and demographic data,
to generate insights and trends related to Sikhism. By understanding patters and trends,
Sikhs can better understand their community dynamics, historical contexts, and societal
impact. Al technologies can assist in preserving and digitizing Sikh cultural heritage. Al
can also aid in reconstructing damaged or lost historical sites, allowing individuals to
explore and appreciate Sikh cultural heritage in virtual environments.

Al-powered language leaming platforms can assist Sikhs in leaming Punjabi, the
primary language of Sikh scriptures. These platforms can provide pronunciation guidance,
interactive language exercises, and feedback to support individuals in developing
proficiency inthe language. By leveraging Al's capabiliies, Sikhs can benefitfrom enhanced
‘access to knowledge, personalized learning experiences, collaborative platforms, and
intelligent assistance that ultimately strengthen knowledge and understanding of Sikh
doctrines among Sikhs.

Overcoming the Challenges of Al

Apt usage of Al can empower individuals to explore Sikhism in a
more personalized, interactive, and comprehensive manner. However, itis essential to
‘approach Al to promote Sikhism with caution and mindfulness. Some of the challenges to
using Al for promoting Sikhism include the followi





image3.png
While Al can provide valuable insights and resources, human guidance remains
essential. Religious leaders, scholars, and experts should play a central role in
interpreting and contextualizing the teachings of Sikhism. Al should be seen as a tool
to assist and augment human understanding rather than replacing the wisdom and
expertise of human practitioners.

With the vast amount of information available through Al-powered platforms,
it becomes crucial to validate the sources and ensure the authenticity of the
content. Sikh organizations and communities should establish mechanisms to
verify the accuracy and reliability of the information provided by Al systems. It
helps prevent the dissemination of inaccurate or misleading interpretations of Sikh
teachings.

While embracing Al to promote knowledge and understanding of Sikhism, balancing
traditional methods and technological innovation is crucial. Al should complement and
support the existing practices and values of Sikhism rather than challenging or diluting
them. A harmonious integration of Al technology with traditional learning approaches
helps preserve the authenticity and spiritual depth of Sikh teachings.

Sikh organizations and developers working on Al initiatives should adhere to
ethical guidelines to ensure the responsible use of Al technology. Itincludes addressing
issues of privacy, data security, and bias. Transparency about how Al
algorithms work and the potential limitations and biases they may have, is essential in
maintaining trust and ensuring the ethical use of Al for promoting knowledge and
understanding.

Al technologies are constantly evolving, and so should our approaches to using
them for promoting Sikhism. Regular monitoring, evaluation, and transformation of Al
systems are necessary to align with the evolving needs and expectations of the Sikh
community. It ensures that Al remains a relevant and effective tool for enhancing
knowledge and understanding within the community.

By integrating the considerations mentioned above into Al for promoting Sikhism,
we can overcome these challenges and hamess the power of technology while
preserving the essence and integrity of Sikh teachings. As a result, Al can catalyze a
deeper engagement with Sikhism, fostering intellectual growth and promoting a broader
collective understanding of the faith. a





