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A universal religion is a philosophical and theological concept with universal applicabiliy regardless of
culture, race, sex, religion, nationality, or another distinguishing feature. A universal religion may also emphasize:
universal principles and inclusively accept others. Some examples of universal relgions are Baha'iFaith, Buddhism,
‘and Christian Universalism. These religions believe in one fundamental truth that transcends the national, cultural,
or religious boundaries or interpretations of that one truth.

Sikhism s a religion that emerged in the Punjab province of India during the 15th century. While it is not
typically described as a “universal” religion in the same way that, for example, Christianity or Isiam are often told,
it does contain values and principles that are universal and applicable to people from all walks of lfe. Though
there s no universally established definition of a “universal religion,” some characteristics that may be associated

ir race, gender,
ethnicity, or nationality. It does ot differentiate against any group of peopl. Since Sikhism promotes spiritual
and social equality among all people, regardless of race, gender, caste, or social status,  this emphasis on equal
and the rejection of social hierarchies is a value that is becoming increasingly significant in today's globalized
world. Thus, inclusivity is one of the hallmarks of ikhism. Guru Arjan Dev proclaims:

71 &t & firamat Hars Hfa 94 98 HFE W Il Na ko bairi nahi bigan sagal sang ham ka-o ban &
No one is my enemy, and no one is  stranger. | get along with everyone. (M. 5, SGGS, p. 1209)

Universality: A universal religion must apply to all cultures and societies without cultural or geographical
boundaries. One of the critical tenets of Sikhism is the faith in the oneness of God, which is like the monotheistic
beliefs of many other religions. Additionally, Sikhs believe in the importance of service, equality, and compassion,
which are values that many people worldwide would consider universal. Furthermore, Sikhism can also be seen
as universal, as it emphasizes lving a life of morality and ethics. *“ Sikhs believe in the importance of honesty,
integrity, and righteousness and strive to live according to these values. These values are regarded as essential
and valuable in many cultures and societies worldwide. Guru Arjan articulates the oneness and
interconnectedness of all beings as:

fiearn 3 M@ Wbz aosal Bam Hifg R FQ I tkas te ho-ico anant Nanak ekas mahi sam-e ji-o.
From oneness, He has brought forth countless multitudes. O Nanak, they shall merge into the One once
again. (M.5, SGGS, p. 131)

Tolerance: A universal religion is expected to promote a culture of tolerance and respect for other
religions and belief systems. The Sikh faith has an openness and tolerance towards other religions and beliefs.
Sikhism recognizes the validity of other faiths and does not seek to convert people to ts own beliefs. This attitude
of acceptance and respect towards other religions could be seen as a universal value important for promoting
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peace and understanding between different cultures and faiths [5]. Guru Nanak emphasizes the importance of
tolerance, as:

& % ¥ funn ug Ha[d 30HH TH TS 1l Bakai na bolai khima dhan sangrahai tamas nam jali-e.
‘One must not twaddle. Rather one must inculcate tolerance and cast away one’s anger with the love of
God (Naam). (M. 1, SGGS, p. 1013)

Unity: A universal religion promotes the idea of oneness and unity among all human beings and all of creation.
Sikhism's universal message transcends the particularities of time and place. I It preaches that there is one God
who is common to all humanity, not limited to any religion, nation, race, creed, color, or gender. Sikhism also
teaches that all human beings are equal and have the potential to realize God within themselves. Guru Arjan Dev
proclaims the unity of all humans as:

¥ fuZT ¥H QA TH I llEk pit ekas ke ham barik td mera gur havi.
The One God is our father; we are the children of the One God. (M. 5, SGGS, p. 611)

Ethical values: A universal religion emphasizes the importance of ethical values such as compassion, love,
honesty, and justice. Sikhism promotes living a balanced life that combines spiritual practice with worldly
responsibilities. Sikhs are encouraged to work honestly, support their families, and contribute to their
‘communities while striving to live spiritual growth and self-realization. Another aspect of Sikhism that could be
seen as universal is its focus on inner transformation and self-realization. Sikhism encourages its followers to
cultivate virtues such as compassion, hurnility, and contentment and to overcome negative qualities such as greed,
anger, and attachment. I This process of inner transformation and self-realization is universal. It s relevant to
people from all cultures and backgrounds who seek to improve themselves and live more fulfiling lives. Guru
Amar Das encourages us to follow ethical values, as:

ygafs T 3u 75 e s wfenn nidarg g 1
Parhar kim krodh jhth ning taj mai-3 ahainkir chukbavai.
Renounce lust, anger, falsehood, and slander; forsake worldly desires and eliminate egotistical pride.
(M.3,5665, p. 141)

Spiritual growth: A universal religion provides a framework for individuals to grow spiritually and to
develop a deeper connection with a divine force or higher power. I Sikhism, the ultimate aim is to attain a state
of union with God, known as "Mukti” or "Moksha."* This state of the union is achieved through selfless service,
‘meditation, and living a virtuous life. These practices and beliefs are not limited to a specific group or culture but
are accessible to anyone who seeks a deeper connection with the divine. Sikhism strongly emphasizes the
importance of the individuals relationship with God and does not require followers to convert or proselytize. This
focus on personal spiritual growth and the freedom to choose one's path could also be considered universal
Values. Guru Amar Das reports the way to achieve salvation as:

fires wi3f e winy ugrefa IIf3 fHf3 55 AU 1 Jin antar sabad ap pachhanéh gat mit tin
‘They, who have the love of God (shabd) deep within, understand themselves; they find the way
of salvation. (M. 3, GGS, p. 910)

Service: A universal religion is expected to encourage community and social service. Sikhism also strongly
‘emphasizes the importance of community and social service. ' The Sikh community, known as the "Sangat,” s
vitalin supporting and uplifting its members and serving the broader community through charity and service. This
sense of community and commitment to social service could be considered universal values important for
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promting social cohesion and supporting those i need. Guru Arjan Dev emphasizes the signficance of seliess

service as:
e g3 Afe fosgamht i 7@ I3 vtz om0
‘Seva karat hore nihkami. Fis ka-o hot par3pat su-3mi.
‘One who performs selfless service, without thought of reward, shall attain his Lord and Master. (M. 5,
SGGS, p. 286)

Education: A universal religion promotes gaining education and knowledge among is followers. Another
‘aspect of Skhism that could be seen as universal i its emphasis on the importance of education and knowledge.
‘Skhism encourages its followers to seek knowledge and understanding and apply that knowledge to thelr lives.
practically. I This emphasis on education and learning is vita for personal growth and development and for the
‘advancement of society. Bhagat Kabir asserts the importance of gaining education and knowledge as:

SO ST S U RO I Man samvan ki ke partai g dn.
Intllectulcuriosty and et nowiedge re necesay o removing doubis that beset human
understanding. (Bhagar Kabir, SGGS, p. 340)

SocialJustice: A universal relgion is expected to be vital in providing social Justice. Skhism also has
strong tradition of activism and social Justice. The Sikh Gurus were known for thelr commitment to fighting
Injustice and oppression, and Sikhism continues to promote these values today. ™ ikhs are encouraged to stand
up for al peaple’s rights and work towards creating a more just and equitable world. This commitment to social
justice s a universal value relevant to people of allculures and backgrounds. Guru Nanak procaims the role of
leader or King to provide justice as:

TR gt e St ufio 7 O I Raje chulini-av K pari4 sach dhi-an.
For the king,cleansing (ofmind) i usic;for thescholar, it tre meditation. (M. 1, 5GGS, p. 1240)

Peace: A universal religion promotes peace within indiiduals and nations and works towards resolving
conflcs peacefully. Sikhism encourages living in harmony with al including nature and the environment. Sikhs
believe in the interconnectedness of all Iving things and strive to live in 2 way that s sustainable and respectful
10 the natural world.” This respect for communities, nature, and the environment is becoing increasingly
important as we face pressing economic, politca, and environmental challenges. Guru Nanak emphasizes that f
allof us are comitto selfless service, althe conflicts can be resolved peacefully.

Y R AT Il Sukh hovai sev kamani-5.
You shall find peace, doing selfless service. (M. 1, 5GGS, p. 25)

‘Conclusion: Whil Sikhism may not b traditionally considered a universal religio, it does contain values, bliefs,
and practices that are universal and accessible to people of all cultures and backgrounds. These include.
‘emphasizing moralty, ethics, equaliy, selles servie, spirtual growth, and community buikding. Furthermore, it
‘emphasizes education,social ustice, anvironmental sustainablty, and the inerconnectedness o allving things
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