£} Routledge

-1 Taylor &Francis Group

International Journal of Philosophical Studies

ISSN: (Print) (Online) Journal homepage: https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/riph20

The Synthetic Unity of Reason and Nature in the
Third Critique

Saniye Vatansever

To cite this article: Saniye Vatansever (02 Jan 2024): The Synthetic Unity of Reason
and Nature in the Third Critique, International Journal of Philosophical Studies, DOI:
10.1080/09672559.2023.2297214

To link to this article: https://doi.org/10.1080/09672559.2023.2297214

% Published online: 02 Jan 2024.

N\
[:J/ Submit your article to this journal &

A
& View related articles '

oy

(&) view Crossmark data

CrossMark

Full Terms & Conditions of access and use can be found at
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/journalinformation?journalCode=riph20


https://www.tandfonline.com/action/journalInformation?journalCode=riph20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/riph20
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCitFormats?doi=10.1080/09672559.2023.2297214
https://doi.org/10.1080/09672559.2023.2297214
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/authorSubmission?journalCode=riph20&show=instructions
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/authorSubmission?journalCode=riph20&show=instructions
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/mlt/10.1080/09672559.2023.2297214
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/mlt/10.1080/09672559.2023.2297214
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1080/09672559.2023.2297214&domain=pdf&date_stamp=02 Jan 2024
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1080/09672559.2023.2297214&domain=pdf&date_stamp=02 Jan 2024

Routledge

Taylor & Francis Group

W) Check for updates

The Synthetic Unity of Reason and Nature in the
Third Critique

Saniye Vatansever

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF PHILOSOPHICAL STUDIES
https://doi.org/10.1080/09672559.2023.2297214

39031LN0Y

Philosophy Department, Bilkent University, Ankara, Turkey

ABSTRACT

In this paper, | advance a new interpretation of the argumentative structure of
the third Critique, which in turn clarifies the connection between its two
apparently unrelated parts. | propose to read the third Critique as a response
to Kant’s question of hope, which concerns the satisfaction of reason’s practical
and theoretical interests. On this proposal, while the first part on aesthetics
describes what we—as possessors of theoretical reason - may hope for,
the second part, on teleology, describes what we — as possessors of practical
reason — may hope for. The main question of the third Critique is, ‘What may we
hope if we act as we should, i.e. act rationally?” Kant's implicit answer is, ‘to
attain the ideals of reason, which leads to happiness as a consequence of it.’
This novel reconstruction of the argumentative structure of the third Critique
contributes to the literature by (i) explaining how the two parts of the third
Critique on aesthetics and teleology are connected, (ii) clarifying how the ideals
of reason are connected to hope and happiness, and (iii) showing how the
spheres of nature and freedom can be synthetically unified through the faculty
of judgment.
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Introduction

One of the main questions regarding Kant’s third Critique concerns how its
two parts, the Critique of Aesthetic Judgment and the Critique of
Teleological Judgment, are connected to each other." Kant does not explain
the relationship between aesthetics and teleology explicitly, which has led to
scepticism regarding the unity of this text. Due to the mysterious relationship
between the parts on aesthetics and teleology, some scholars simply deny the
existence of a unifying principle.” Others prefer to deal with each part
separately, and thereby, focus on either aesthetics or teleology exclusively.’
Scholars who seek a unifying theme or principle, on the other hand, disagree
on the concept or principle that unifies the two parts.* According to some
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